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Clinton to meet Yeltsin in Helsinki in March 

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Bill Clinton and 
Russian Prudent . Bons Yeltsin will hold a summit meet- 
ing March 20--1 m Helsinki a site chosen to accommo- 
date Mr. Yeltsin s Inhering health problems. ’I feel quite 
optimistic about it, Mr. Clinton said Friday. The meet- 
ing in the Finnish capital was announced Friday by Vice 
president A1 Gore and Russian Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin, who are meeting here. Mr. Clinton spoke 
to reporters later, saying he hoped the summit could ease 
Russian concerns about NATO expansion- *’ What I think 
that the summit in Helsinki could do is to make it clear 1 
that no one has any intention of providing an increased 
threat to the security of Russia,” Me Clinton said, sitting 
next to Mr. Chernomyrdin in the Oval office. Mr. Gore 
and Mr. Clinton made no reference to Mr. Yeltsin’s heart 
and other ailments that ended plans to hold the summit in 
the United States. 


Volume 22 Number 6449 


Jo 




Arab political daily i 
mJH *mm &\ I fr. * 




Press Foundation 


/ + y 


-il 

-V 


>AY, FEBRUARY 8, 1997, SHAWWAL 1, 1417 


New report plays down Iranian threat in Gulf 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — Iran poses no immediate ilircat to its 
Gulf Arab neighbour; as it locks the logistical facilities to 
launch an amphibious attack, a United Arab Emirates lUAE) 
research institute said Friday. In its blest hook on Iran’s ties 
with Gulf Arabs, the Centre for Strategic Studies and Research 
said Tehran would also be discouraged by the massive Western 
naval presence in the region and its internal problems. The 
report added that Iraq’s land forces were more powerful than 
their Iranian counterparts.* ’Iran at present does not pose any 
serious ground threat to its (Arab) neighbours in the Gulf, 
including Iraq," said the book, excerpts of which were pub- 
lished in the semi-official new spaper Al luilwd."inran tried lo 
reach Gulf stales by land and air. it will face logistical problems 
that are more difficult than those it has faced in Iraq (during the 
19S0-198S war)." the Arab, Western and Iranian intellectuals 
wrote in the book entitled “Iran and the Gulf... Search for Sta- 
bility.” 
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Elections to be held as scheduled — King 

Excesses of tabloid press should be dealt with under relevant laws 

Jordan ready to host talks to end Sudanese crisis 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Parlia- 
mentary elections in Jordan 
I will take place as scheduled 
late this year. His Majesty 
King Hussein said Friday. 

The King’s comments, 
which came during an iftar 
he hosted for journals; ts and 
columnists, ended specula- 
tion that the polls could be 
postponed for one year or 
two years. 

1 hope the elections will 
take place on their pre- 
scribed date.” the King told 
the gathering, in his first 
comment on the issue amid 
moves towards a limited 
reshuffle within the govern- 
ment of Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti ahead 
of the elections. 

A majority of the members 
of the Council of Ministers 
are also elected representa- 
tives of the people in the 
Lower House of Parliament. 
Under the Constitution, all 
government officials. 


including ministers, have to 
resign their posts three 
months ahead of elections if 
they want to run for seats in 
Parliament. 

Jordan held its last elec- 
tions in November 1993, 
and the next polls are sched- 
uled for November 1997 
unless the King decrees oth- 
erwise. 

The current Parliament is 
in its last regular session, 
which ends in March. 
Informed sources have said 
it is unlikely that die legisla- 
ture would be called for an 
extraordinary session after 
the regular session- 
al other comments during 
Friday’s iftar, the King said 
he was pleased by the 
progress of Jordan’s democ- 
ratic process and the ratio- 
nalism that characterised the 
process over the past few 
years. 

The King praised the role 
played by the press but 


called for activation of the 
country’s laws to deal with 
excesses of the tabloid 
press. 

: That was a reference to 
some of the weeklies in die 

.country which have come 
under criticism both in gov- 
ernment circles as well as 
Parliament for their sensa- 
tional reporting and articles, 
which, many argue, are 
mainly aimed at increasing 
circulation. 

Several journalists and 
weeklies have been taken to 
court for violating the Press 
and Publications Law, and 
the government is proposing 
a tightening of penalties for 
violators of the law while 
also increasing the “ceiling 
of freedom." 

Referring to the crisis in 
Sudan, where anti-govem- 
ment rebels have stepped up 
their campaign to topple die 
regime of President Omar 
Hassan A] Bashir, the King 


said Friday Jordan was 
ready to host a meeting of 
the various Sudanese parties 
in a move to resolve their 
differences. 

“We are about to invite the 
Sudanese opposition, 

including (former Prime 
Minister) Sadeq AJ Mabdi, 
in order to defuse the con- 
flict and spare Sudan and to 
protect its unity,” the King 
said. 

Mr. Kabariti told a parlia- 
mentary committee last 
week that Jordan was 
involved in efforts to defuse 
the Sudanese crisis. He said 
Jordan also welcomed an 
initiative by United Arab 
Emirates President Sheikh 
Zayed Ben Sultan Ai 
Nahayan, who has offered 
his good offices to settle the 
problem in Sudan. 

Mr. Kabariti said Jordan 
rejected any attempt to tam- 
per with the territorial 
integrity and unity of Sudan, 


a fellow member of the Arab 
League. 

Sudan has accused neigh- 
bouring Ethiopia, Eritrea 
and Uganda of supporting 
aimed Sudanese dissidents 
fighting the Khartoum 
regime. All three countries 
deny the charge. 

On Wednesday, it said 
Ethiopia was holding up to 
15.000 Sudanese civilians 
detained during what it said 
was a recent Ethiopian 
incursion into Sudanese ter- 
ritory. 

Dissidents from southern 
Sudan are fighting the Khar- 
toum regime to end what 
they describe the domina- 
tion of the north. 

Mr. Mahdi, a former 
Sudanese prime minister 
who fled the country late 
last year, was in the UAE on 
Friday holding talks on 
Sheikh Zayed's initiative, 
reports from Abu Dhabi 
said. 


Is ii ;iri7 


$ Israel to free all Palestinian women prisoners, 200,000 
may announce amnesty for Jewish extremists ^ 
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OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
' !1,; (Agencies) — Israel is to 

„ release all women Palestin- 

rl ■ ian prisoners next week 

end will also examine a 
' i 1 \SSEE ■. •» possible ’ amnesty for 
I lonJj - Israelis convicted of anti- 
•■!’ ;i,n r k- Arab attacks, government 

■ "iter ita- officials said on Friday. 

• i reel [> r - The 23 women will be 

I :\ lu-icjfc released on Tuesday, said 
i ni‘- kKJW David Bar -Ulan, an aide to 

■ j pipl* Prime Minister Benyamin 

. u'. mot •: Netanyahu. The scheduled 

ij'iv.l »ffl release is more than a year 
M-i’c ;mJ v, behind the deadline of 
, , i i il I « hiicf- autonomy . accords between 
. .Minr^r: Israel and the Palestinians, 

.iuj’i.' But President Ezer Weiz- 

. s, ,!,■ lr£ man refused to grant 
.... I’juiEtA amnesty to two women 
” V AS who carried out deadly 
. , . ■; • 1 jjBXfeattacks against Israelis and 
l w a gesture of solidarity, 
‘ . «r^T the others refused to be 
#■ freed. 

. . |- vrv * : The prisoners will have to 

\\ ,„i ii- sign a document promising 

•' iMl ‘ not 10 ta ^ ce P 311 ^ urt fr er 

’’ ,l J'j-e “terrorist activities,” a gov- 
1 ' ,l . .. emment spokesman said 
,,,ni | $ after Israel's weekly cabi- 
■ 1,1 ‘ ( net meeting. 

'' 'in However, the exact date 

1,1 '' . of their release has not been 
’’ * : disclosed. 

' { Mr. Netanyahu, in decid- 
K l, -’-V ' n g on the releases, also 
■' ■> h ' ^ said that Mr. Weizman will 
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and 'ogrressed appreciation for {he Israeli move to 
releasePalestlniaii wpin^ frttprisoned In Israeli Jails. 

EmgrHn^stihi praised the move, describing it as a 
s^ep forward jba tbe right direction towards stabffisa- 
tfon and peace m tlw Mid^e East region. 


study the possibility of 
granting amnesty to several 
Israeli prisoners who car- 
ried out anti-Arab attacks, 
the spokesman said. 

He said that one of the 
prisoners was Ami Poper, 
who killed seven Palestin- 
ian workers and injured a 
dozen others in a shooting 
spree near Tel Aviv in may 
1990. 

But Israel’s hardline 
Infrastructure Minister 
Ariel Sharon has criticised 
Mr. Netanyahu’s decision 
to free the women, public 
radio reported. 

Israel does not have to 
make “goodwill gestures 
while (Palestinian leader) 
Yasser Arafat refuses to 
extradite terrorists who 
committed attacks in Israel 
and then took refuge in the 
Palestinian autonomous 
territories," Mr. Sharon 


said. 

Mr. Arafat has refused to 
' hand over Palestinians 
. sought by Israel, preferring 
to bring them before Pales- 
tinian courts. 

According to Israel 
Radio, Mr. Netanyahu said 
he would raise the issue 
with Mr. Arafat in a Sun- 
day meeting between the 
two men. 

Mr. Netanyahu told his 
cabinet on Friday that the 
women prisoners would be 
released in line with Israeli 
promises made in last 
month’s IsraeU-Palestinian 
agreement on Hebron. 

Israeli Justice Minister 
Tsahi Hanegbi said Friday 
he would recommend to 
President Weizman that. 
Jews who killed Arabs 
would also be released, 
Israel Radio said. 

Mr. Hanegbi said candi- 


dates for release would 
include Ami Popper, 
Yoram Skolnick. who shot 
dead a bound Palestinian 
suspected .of having 
stabbed an Israeli; and four 
Israeli teen-agers who 
threw a handgrenade into a 
crowded outdoor market in 
East Jerusalem, killing a 
Palestinian. 

Senior Palestinian official 
Nabil Shaath has said he 
would not be opposed to 
the release of Popper and 
other Israelis convicted of 
killing Arabs, if this coin- 
cided with freeing Palestin- 
ian prisoners. 

About 3,000 Palestinian 
men are held in Israel for 
security-related offenses. 

Mr. Netanyahu is due to 
hold talks with Mr. Arafat 
on Sunday focusing on the 
first stage of Israeli mili- 
tary withdrawals from rural 
zones of the West Bank 
which must start in March 
under the terms of last 
month's Hebron accord. 

The prime minister will 
hold a special cabinet 
meeting on Monday to 
report back about the dis- 
cussions and discuss the 
aims of his visit to the Unit- 
ed States on Thursday. 


Israel resumes Lebanon helicopter flights 
as internal debate continues on occupation 
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BEIRUT (AFP) — Leba- 
(l> .j nese Foreign Minister Fares 

IBouez said Friday a row 
)V had been resolved over the 
U.S. ambassador’s remarks 
r against rejoicing in 
J. , f-. Lebanon at the deaths of 73 
‘ Israeli soldiers in a heli- 
1(l!l ,i! • . copter crash. 

U1 ',;i ' Ambassador Richard 
- I ones, reacting to celebra- 
‘ tions after Tuesday night’s 
collision, said Wednesday 
'l,., that “nobody should rejoice 
hum die loss of human life 
"’ii k whatever the cause. 

“Certainly those soldiers 
: were doing their duty for 

' . jj. 1 ! their country. They are not 
11 \|/i ones responsible for the 
!,!(!' policies. They are victims 
1 ’ jr. as much as anyone else," he 

■|V “id- 

Mr. Jones’ comments 
J" \f ■ ■ caused outrage because the 
1 ,'(■>. • ^copters were taking 
' .■ ] ‘jnilitary reinforcements to 
1 h /* SsneTs self-declared “secu- 
l \Vf ^ zone” in South 
1 V Lebanon which the Jewish 
1 has occupied since 
: ;y. 1985 in defiance of UK 

|l resolutions. 

Mr. Bouez, who decided 


late Thursday to lodge a 
protest, met Mr. Jones for 
75 min utes at the ministry 
Friday and said afterwards 
the matter was now 
“closed." 

“I have listened to his 
explanations and what he 
intended to say in the state- 
ments he made after the 
collision of the two Israeli 
helicopters” Mr. Bouez 
told AFP, but refused to 
comment further. 

The ambassador told 
reporters after a long- 
scheduled meeting with 
Lebanese Prime Minister 
Rafik Hariri earlier that his 
remarks had been misun- 
derstood. 

“1 am sorry people misun- 
derstood the .remarks that I 
have' made. 1 My remarks 
were strictly of a humani- 
tarian nature. These kinds 
of remarks, we make them 
whenever we see losses of 
life " he said 

He said the United States 
calls for the “withdrawal of 
all foreign forces from 
Lebanon. We always try to 
be on the side of peace ... to 


make sure the violence in 
South Lebanon between the 
resistance and Israeli forces 
is not causing any more 
damage to the Lebanese 
people. 

“I certainly feel that the 
story is settled," he added 

Lebanese Shiite Muslims 
in areas controlled by the 
Iranian-backed Hizbollah 
had fired shots into the air 
to celebrate the deaths of 
the Israeli soldiers. 

News of the accident was 
announced by muezzins 
from mosques across vil- 
lages near the Israeli-occu- 
pied “security zone.” 

Deputy Ali Khalil, head 
of the parliament's foreign 
relations committee, 

expressed “the dismay of 
the committee over his 
(Jones’) remarks concern- 
ing the Israeli helicopters 
and the death of the sol- 
diers.” 

Mr. Khalil said the belt 1 
copters were “on their way 
to mount a military opera- 
tion against Lebanon aimed 
at killing civilians and 
occupying their territory. 


They were preparing a 
commando operation to 
kidnap, kill or destroy." 

Hizbollah, considering 
the accident a “divine" 
intervention, demanded 
that Beirut expel Mr. Jones 
for “hurting the feelings of 
the Lebanese who can still 
remember the massacre of 
Cana.” 

Some 105 Lebanese 
refugees were killed in an 
Israeli shelling of a U.N. 
base in the village of Cana 
in South Lebanon on April 
18 last year, mid- way 
through a 17-day Israeli 
offensive against Hizbol- 
lah. 

Hizb ollah spearheads 
resistance to Israel’s buffer 
strip in the south which was 
set up to protect Israel’s 
northern border from 
attack. 

Sheikh Naim Kassern, 
Hizbollah’s deputy secre- 
tary-general, said, ‘"while 
listening to this declaration, 
1 felt as if it was the Israeli 
ambassador in Lebanon 

(Continued on page 7) 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Over 
200,000 Palestinians 
streamed past heavy Israeli 
security into Al Aqsa 
Mosque for the final Fri- 
day prayer in the Holy 
Month of Ramadan to kick 
off holidays that should put 
some life into usually 
solemn Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

Some 2,500 Israeli police 
and border guards were 
deployed in East Jerusalem 
and its Old City. But 
searches at checkpoints 
into the city were relaxed 
to allow Palestinians to 
enter. 

The Israeli military esti- 
mate of 200,000 people in 
attendance would mean 
over 10 per cent of the 
West Bank's population 
gathered at the Al Aqsa 
Mosque compound. 

No incidents occurred in 
the Old City, but Israel 
Radio said Palestinian 
youths threw rocks at sol- 
diers at a checkpoint near 
Gilo at the southern 
entrance to Jerusalem. No 
injuries or arrests were 
reported. 

Thousands have been 
attending Friday prayers 
throughout Ramadan and 
West Bank residents have 
been given a rare glimpse 
into die city from which 
they have been largely 
banned for nearly a year. 

“It's actually been two 
years since I’ve been ro 
Jerusalem and I missed 
coming for Ramadan last 
year," said Raid Hikmat, 
53. who visited for the day 
from his home in the self- 
rule city of Jenin in the 
northern West Bank. 

“But I see things are 
much the same," he said, 
pointing to the line of flak- 
jacketed Israeli police 
armed with automatic rifles 
and batons at the entrance 
to Al Aqsa. 

Throughout Ramadan, 
residents of East Jerusalem 
have made small attempts 
to bring life to their city, 
which during the rest of the 
year is dead quiet after sun- 
down and boasts few 
venues for nightlife. 

Local musician 

Mustapha Al Kurdi spent 
Ramadan evenings passing 
from cafe to cafe in the Old 
City, entertaining the clien- 

(Continues on page 7) 
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Thousands offer prayers on the last Friday of Ramadan at the Al Hussein 
Mosque in downtown Amman (photo by Yousef Allan) 

’Eid Al Fitr holidays begin today 


AMMAN (J.T. i — Chief 
Islamic Justice Izzeddine 
Al Khatib Al Tamimi on 
Friday announced that the 
first moon of Shawwal was 
sighted Friday evening and 
as such Saturday will be the 
first day of *Eid Al Fitr. 

His Majesty King Hus- 
sein on Friday received 
cables from heads of state 
congratulating him on 
*Eid Al Fitr. 

Among those sending 
congratulations were King 
HassanD of Morocco, Sul- 
tan Qaboos of Oman, Pres- 
ident Hosni Mubarak of 
Egypt, Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad. Yemeni 
President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh, Tunisian President 
Zein Al Abidine Ben Ali, 
Sudanese President Omar 
Hassan Al Bashir. Mauri- 
tanian President Muawyah 
Ould Sidi Ahmad Taya, 
Lebanese President Elias 
Hrawi. Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat. Sheikh 
Hamad Ben Khalifa Al 
Thani of Qatar, Sheikh Isa 
Ben Salman Al Khalifa of 

Israel drops 
probe into 
Aqsa firing 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — An Israeli 
inquiry into the killing of 
three Palestinian protesters 
at Jerusalem's Al Aqsa 
Mosque in September has 
found that Israeli police 
used "excessive force” but 
the file was closed because 
the perpetrators could not 
be identified. 

A Palestinian wounded in 
the September fighting 
between Israel and the 
Palestinians has died, an 
official at the hospital in 
Ramallah said. 

Yasser Humshari, 22, a 
studenL was wounded in 
the fighting between Israeli 
troops and Palestinian 
police and civilians which 
broke out in September 
1996. 

Palestinian leader Yasser 

(Continues on page 7) 


THE JORDAN Tunes 
will not be published on 
Sunday and Monday, 
Feb. 9 and 10, as the 
newspaper will observe 
'Eid Al Fitr holidays on 
Saturday and Sunday. All 
government ministries 
and departments will 
observe a public holiday 
from Saturday and return 
to work on Wednesday. 
The nexi issue of the Jor- 
dan Times will appear on 
Tuesday, Feb. 11. The Jor- 
dan Times wishes its 
readers and advertisers a 
very happy 'Eid Al Fitr. 

Bahrain. United States 
President Bill Clinton, Pak- 
istani President Farouq 
Ahmad Leghari, Maldives 
President Mamoun Abdul 
Qayyoum. President Islam 
Karimov of Uzbekistan and 
Guinean President Lansana 
Konente. 

The King also received 
cables of good wishes from 
Upper House Speaker 
Ahmad Lawzi, Lower 
House Speaker Sa’d Hayel 


Srour, and other senior civil 
and military officials. 

The King telephoned the 
leaders of Saudi Arabia. 
Morocco, Egypt, Syria, 
Yemen, Kuwait, Qatar and 
Palestine to congratulated 
them on ’Eid Al Fitr. 

Jordan Television said 
King Hussein cancelled the 
traditional reception cere- 
mony at the Royal Court on 
the first day of ’Eid to 
receive congratulations 
from senior government 
officials and notables from 
all governorares. 

The King two weeks ago 
underwent a surgery' in his 
both knees at the Al Hus- 
sein Medical Centre, and 
the cancellation of the 
reception come upon the 
recommendation of his 
physicians. 

On Thursday, King Hus- 
sein and President Arafat 
exchanged views on the 
phone on the latest devel- 
opments in the peace 
process particularly on the 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Egypt’s top religious 
leaders in controversy 
over women in top jobs 


Iranians mark 'Jerusalem Day' with anti-U.S. fervour 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Egypt’s two highest 
Islamic officials — the grand imam of A1 
Azhar and the stare's chief theologian — 
are publicly disagreeing over whether 
under Islam women should hold positions 
Of power. 

The debale could have wider implica- 
tions. The two are the pillars of the reli- 
•Wous establishment in mainly Muslim 
Egypt, and their pronouncements on such 
thorny issues as abortion or polygamy carry 
weight elsewhere in the Muslim World 
The dispute started when Sheikh Nasr 
Farid Wassel, Egypt's mufti, or top theolo- 
gian. was quoted as saying women were too 
soft and sensitive to hold top jobs. This 
aroused opposition not only from the grand 
imam, but from feminists and editorial 
writers. 

The debate is arcane in some ways, but 
Egyptian feminists fear it could bring up 
arguments they thought were a thing of the 
past 

Indeed, three women serve in Egypt's 
cabinet and according to a United Nations 
Educational. Scientific and Cultural Organ- 
isastion (UNESCO) estimate, women — 
who make up about half of the country' 's 60 
million people — head 25 per cent of fam- 
ilies. 

Feminists doubt the debate will produce 
any immediate changes, but expressed fear 
it might eventually spill over into how 
young women think of themselves — or 
how young men think of them. 

"Sadly, it is an issue which we thought 
had been settled, but now it appears that it 
has not and we must confront it.'" said 
Radwa Ashour. a professor of English at 
Cairo’s ‘Ain Shams University. 

Women’s place in Islamic society has 
been debated for much of this century 
which, in its early decades, saw Egyptian 
women do away with the Muslim veil for 
the first time. 

The issue has taken added on urgency 
since extremists launched a campaign of 
violence in 1992 to set up a purist Islamic 
state. 

The feminists argue that the extremists, 
and the religious establishment, are misin- 
terpreting islamic teachings on the subject 
to maintain male domination. 

Sheikh Wassel's comments in late Janu- 
ary about women's softness was seen in 
that light by feminists. He further fueled the 
I'^ontroversythis week when he said in an 
■interview' ‘with Al’ Shuruq magazine in the 
'“United Arab Emirates: 

"Men. by nature, are more able (than 
women) to make decisions in difficult situ- 
ations and more able to weigh matters 
rationally, wisely and logically.” 

He told another Arabic publication — 
the London-based daily Sharq A1 Awsat — 
that women were til for any job except 
heading a govern ment. leading men in 
prayers or making the public call for the 
Muslims' five daily prayers. 

But the imam of AI Azhar. Sheikh 
Mohammad Saved Tantawi. disagreed in an 
interview with the weekly Al Mussawar on 
Wednesday. 

He said women are fit for any job and 
quoted Imam Al Tabari, a respected 
medieval Muslim cleric, as saying they 
may even be heads of state. He later struck 
a diplomatic note, saving: 

“But the issue of (women assuming) judi- 
cial and state leadership remains the subject 
of debate among theologians.” 

Sheikh Tantawi is known as a moderate. 
He served as mufti before he took up his 
present post at Al Azhar Mosque, the most 
prestigious seal of learning in Islam's main- 


stream Sunni sect. 

In contrast, some views expressed by 
Sheikh Wassel have been criticised in the 
media as insufficiently thought out. Rose 
Al Youssef. a popular weekly magazine, 
lambasted him in a two-page article this 
week. 

Ms. Ashour. the university professor, said 
the debate was cause for "concern. 'This 
talk about women’s place in society has 
always been there, bur it is attracting a lot 
of ominous attention these days.” she said. 

Another leading feminist journalist 
Amina Shafiq. complained the debate was 
reopeniag past battles instead of trying to 
solve the very real discrimination that 
women still suffer. 

“There isn’t a single legislation that bars 
women from being judges, for example, but 
we just never are,” Ms. Shafiq said. “It 
makes you wonder whether men in Egypt 
think that they are doing such a wonderful 
job that they don't need us.” 


Women and beating 


Two out of three Egyptian women 
believe they deserve to be beaten by their 
husbands if they talk back to them or 
refuse them sex, according to an official 
study published here. 

The study conducted by the health min- 
istry's National Population Council polled 
7.121 married women aged between 15 and 
49. 

A total of 35 per cent said they had been 
beaten by their husbands at least once, for 
reasons ranging from burning food, 
neglecting children, answering back, talk- 
ing to other men. wasting money or refus- 
ing sex. 

In fact 69.9 per cent of women agreed a 
husband could legitimately beat his wife 
for refusing to have sexual intercourse 
while 69. 1 per cent said women who talked 
back deserved a beating as well. 

Likewise, 64.2 per cent believed that a 
wife who talked to other men could justifi- 
ably be beaten and 27.0 per cent said a 
beating was necessary for a wife who 
burned her husband's dinner. 

Among women who reported being beat- 
en IS per cent said they were injured as a 
result and 10 per cent said they needed 
medical attention afterwards while 47.2 
per cent said they had sought help. 

The study, entitled “demographic and 
health survey 1995." also reported that 
77.1 per cent of the women polled had not 
chosen their husbands while 77-1 per cent 
were consulted and could have rejected a 
potential husband. 

Among those who did not choose their 
husbands, 44.3 per cent said they met then- 
husbands only on their wedding day while 
3 1 .4 per cent said the first encounter took 
place before their engagement and another 
24.3 per cent said the couple first met after 
they were engaged. 

More than half of the egyptian women 
(55 per cent) said they shared their first 
home with their parents-in-law. 

A majority of women (S7.5 per cent) said 
they had a “good reason to divorce” if the 
husband is unfaithful and 62.4 per cent said 
a husband who talks to other women 
should be divorced while only 47.4 per 
cent said they would seek a divorce if their 
husbands beat them. 

Likewise 98.2 per cent agreed that their 
husbands should seek a divorce if they 
were unfaithful while only 39.7 per cent of 
women believed it was normal to be repu- 
diated by their husbands if they disobeyed 
him. 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Tens of 
thousands of people took to 
the streets here on Friday to 
mark “Jerusalem Day” as 
Iranian leaders repealed calls 
for IsraeTs destruction. 

Addressing a crowd at 
Tehran University for foe 

baman-sponsored' 
“Internationa] ai 

Day," Partial 

ary Speaker AUAkbarNaieq 

Nun rejected tf*» - 
„ . , J oppressive 

and deceptive" Middle East 

process. 

The only way to solve the 
problem in the Middle East is 
to expel foe Zionists from the 
Palestinian land and return it 
to its true owners.” the Pales- 
tinians, he said. 

Iran declared “Al-Quds 
Day” after its 1979 Islamic 
revolution and it falls on the 
last Friday of the Muslim 
fasting month of Ramadan 
and is used to rally cries 
against Israel and foe United 
States. 

■‘We stand firm in our posi- 
tion like a mountain. We 
insist on our principles and 
convictions and do not deal 
with anyone on them.” the 
speaker said. “God willing, 
we will soon celebrate our 
victory and Israel's destruc- 
tion.” 

Thousands of people, 
including children, were 
bused in free of charge from 
various comers of Tehran and 
converged in front of the uni- 
versity in freezing weather. 

They shouted anti-Israeli 
slogans and burned an effigy 
of Uncle Sam. Buildings 
throughout the city were 
adorned with banners 
denouncing the Jewish state. 

Mr. Nuri. who is favoured 
by the ruling Shiite Muslim 
clergy to be the next presi- 



Veiled Iranian women waving pictures of the late Iranian leader Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini/ shout anti- 
Israeli slogans during a mass rally as tens of thousands of people took to the streets to mark "Jerusalem 
Day" on Friday (AFP photo) 


dent, described the peace 
process as a “deceptive ploy 
to keep Arab leaders busy and 
buy time for more crimes and 
aggression against Muslims.” 

He also criticised moderate 
Arab slates for seeking rap- 
prochement with the Jewish 
state, while “lining up against 
Iran under mottos of Arab 
chauv inism." 

Mr. Nateq-Nuri was refer- 
ring to Arab support for the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
in its dispute with Iran over 
three strategic Gulf islands. 
President Ali Akbar Hasherai 
Rafsanjani was the next 


speaker and the leader for the 
weekly Muslim prayers at 
the university. 

“Jerusalem is the main 
issue of the Muslim World,” 
he said as the crowd chanted 
"Death to Israel” and "Death 
to America.” and called for 
the return of Jerusalem to 
Muslims. 

Mr. Rafsanjani backed mil- 
itants hauling Israel in the 
Palestinian territories and 
South Lebanon as “freedom 
fighters.” 

He attacked the United 
States for calling militants 
“terrorists," while letting 


Israel “commit any crime.” 
“One must separate the sub- 
ject of terrorism from a 
search for one's rights. Israel 
itself is the epitomy of state 
terrorism.” 

. Mr. Rafsanjani accused 
Washington of seeking to 
check the arms buildup in 
Muslim countries in the Mid- 
dle East in a bid to help Israel 
maintain its military edge 
over its rivals. 

“But Israel is deluding itself 
in thinking that military supe- 
riority could provide it with 
immunity. It is mistaken to 
believe that it can continue its 


present policies forever,” he 
said. “Iran has shown the way 
to Muslims, and given the les- 
son in resistance in practice.” 
"There is no government in 
this region called Israel.” 
saiad Mr. Rafsanjani. 

‘The West created this . 
dragon called Israel." 

“We will updo all that has 
been done by”, the United 
States, said Mr. Rafsanjani. 

In 1981, Ayatollah Ruhol- 
lah Khomeini — Iran’s late 
spiritual leader -f- decreed 
that Muslims should mark 
Jerusalem Day on the last 
Friday of Ramadan. 


Turkish coalition puts up united front 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey's 
coalition government main- 
tained a united front ahead of 
the ‘EidAlFitr holiday, in the 
face of pressure from leftists 
seeking to unseat the alliance 
with censure motions. 

"This union of ours will be 
able to continue for the period 
.of the coalition protocol... we 
say-ithe yean 2000, but a long 
time and maybe beyond that," 
Deputy Prime Minister Tansu 
Ciller was quoted as saying by 
state-run Anatolian news 
agency. 

She was speaking at an 
"iftar" on Thursday evening 
attended by deputies from her 
True Path Party (DYP) and the 
senior coalition partner, the 
Islamist Welfare Party. 

Two leftist parties hare filed 
censure motions against the 
government to "safeguard the 
secular system.” They will be 
combined and debated by par- 
liament in the last week of 
February. 

The motion will effectively 
be a vote of confidence in the 
alliance which has been 
strained by Welfare proposals 
during the Holy Month of 
Ramadan. 

Secularists have been unset- 
tled by plans to lift a ban on 


women civil servants wearing 
Islamic beadscarves and to 
construct mosques in secular- 
ist strongholds. 

An anti-Israel rally in 
Ankara’s Sincan district has 
also fuelled secularist anger 
and was followed by a parade 
of tanks in the Islamist-held 
' district by tfie stauhcbly-secu- 
lararmy. 1 

The outcome of the censure 
motions is far from certain, 
with the main opposition con- 
servatives so far loathe to 
commit themselves to a vote 
they regard as premature. 

The leftist parties have a 
total of 122 votes against the 
government’s 279 in the 550- 
seat house. The leftists say 
some dissident government 
deputies will support the 
motion, which needs an 
absolute majority of 276 to 
win. 

Mrs. Ciller formed an 
alliance with Prime Minister 
Necmettin Erbakan last June 
after corruption allegations 
piled up against her. Welfare 
has so far helped quash four 
attempts to send her to the 
supreme court. 

Iranian envoy to leave 

Iran's ambassador to Turkey. 


at the centre of a diplomatic 
row over the anti-Israel rally in 
Ankara, is to leave the country, 
a government deputy said. 

But Oguzhan Asilturk told 
the Anatolian news agency 
envoy Mohammad Reza 
Bagberi’s departure had noth- 
‘ mg to^ ; jw.fo..foe i: ^i;jast 
Friday that resulted in- the 
arrest of the" ’district mayor 
who organised it 

‘‘His mission has came to an 
end. He was leaving anyway 
the state-run agency quoted 
Mr. Asilturk, a senior member 
of the Welfare Party, as say- 
ing. He did not say when the 
ambassador would leave. 

The Turkish Foreign Min- 
istry protested to Iran this 
week after the ambassador 
spoke at the "Jerusalem Day” 
rally in Ankara along with the 
district mayor. The speeches 
were blasted by Turkish media 
as a call for Islamic Sharia law. 

Iran rejected the Turkish 
protest 

Anatolian quoted a foreign 
ministry official as saying 
Ankara was also considering a 
protest against Iran's consul in 
Istanbul for noting Turks made 
up the crowd applauding the 
ambassador's speech. 


TEHRAN (R) — Iran has 
criticised what it called Ger- 
man interference in the case 
of an Iranian journalist who 
was arrested while trying to 
leave the countiy this month. 
'Tehran radio ’qufiteS’Tor- 
eign Ministry spokesman 
Mahmoud Mohammadi as 
saying the arrest and trial of 
Faraj Sarkuhi was an internal 
affair and any foreign inter- 
ference was “unacceptable.” 

“The arrest and trials of 
criminals including Sarkuhi 
is a common matter related 
to the internal affairs of Iran 
and any foreign interference 
in this matter is unaccept- 
able." he said. 

"We cannot be pressured 
by foreign political propa- 
ganda to disregard our prin- 
ciples and laws in the case of 
a person who has committed 
serious offences,” Mr. 
Mohammadi added. 

Bonn said on Tuesday its 
ambassador in Tehran was 
told Sarkuhi. the editor of the 
monthly Adineh (Friday) 
magazine, was arrested on 
Sunday while dying to leave 
the country illegally. 


Iran’s news agency IRNA 
on Thursday said Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Velayati 
sent his German counterpart 
Klaus Kinkel a letter about 
ir jhe issu‘d JftqJawCS** 

. handed w the German envoy 
to Tehran by ministry official 
Ali Ahani on Wednesday. 

Germany had asked Iran 
for details of the where- 
abouts of Sarkuhi following 
reports last week he had not 
only been detained and tor- 
tured for 47 days last year 
when Tran said he was in 
Germany, but had now been 
arrested again. 

A German foreign ministry 
spokesman said Bonn still 
wanted Iran to comment on 
these allegations, made in a 
letter from Mr. Sarkuhi^ 
which was published in sev-r 
era! German newspapers. 

The spokesman also said 
documents provided by Iran 
to prove Mr. Sarkuhi visited 
Germany last year — when 
he says he was being tortured 
in detention — were. proba- 
bly false. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 


13:05 


14:30 

.Till 

15:00 

..French Programmes 

lft:00 


17i30 . 


18:00 


19:30 


19^5 Hangin' Whh Mr. Coojkt 
20:00 America'.-. Funniest Vhkns 
2(h30 Mini Series — "Imuvem 

Vurims" 
22:00 




23:15 

..Dances with Wolves 

PRAYER TIMES 

05:02 


06:21 


11:50 

Dhuhr 

14:52 

Wsr 

17:19 


1Si37 

isha 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Tel. 775261. 

Sl Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 

Tel. 827126 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. S2432S. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The LatteM)ay Saints Tel. 
654952. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 8 11 295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

hl 4 l*m. 


Aqaba 2S percent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


CHURCHES 

SL Man 1 of Nazareth Church 
Swdfieh, Tel. 8 10740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
652785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Anmmicatlun 

Tel. 63744ft 

De la SaUe Church Tel. to 1 656. 
Tcrrasuncta Church Tel. 
622366 

Church of the .Annunciation 
Tel. 623541 

Anglican Church Tel. b52S2b. 
Armenian Catholic Church 

Tel. 771331. 

.Armenian Orthodox Church 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Relative cold weather conditions 
will prevail with temperatures 
rising slightly but remaining 
below average. Skies will cloudy 
and winds southeasterly moder- 
ate. In Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. .Ahmad Manna" 

Dr. KhalU Al Jbali — 
Dr. Waked .AiMasri — 
Dr. Yousef Rashed — 

Finis pharmacy 

Ferdows pharmacy .... 

.Al Asema phar ma cy 

Nairoukh pharmacy - 
AI Saiam pharmacy ... 
Yacoub pharmacy ....... 

Shmeisani pharmacy . 

Najib pharmacy 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu 

Al Quds pharmacy 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Waleed Halaseh 
Khalifeh pharmacy .... 


—839759 

..740740 

-6754S5 

-896301 

..661912 

..778336 

..637055 

..623672 

.636730 

..644945 

...637660 

..847632 


.2181484 
(— ) 


Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

— 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints .661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787111 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Ov erseas Calls ..010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis — ...623101 

Abdah Telephone Repairs 

— 661101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774 1 1 1 

Water Authority 6S0100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

- 815615 

Electric Power Company 


Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital S45845 

Al-Muasher Hospital .667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 

Al-Ahh, Abdah 664164/6 

Italian, AI Muhjreen. 

.777101/3 

AJ-Bashir, J. Ashrafieh 

7751 1 1/26 

Army, Marita 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 60224Q/50 

Amal Hospital .674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery S65 199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital ....(09)986732 
Al Hikam Modern Hospital 
(09)990990 


International Airport Tel. 
(08)53200 where it should 
always be verified. Information 
on other flights is obtained on 
telephone (08) 52700 or 1 08) 
523250. 


DEPARTURES 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

- Beirut (RJ ) 

09:00 Kuala Lumpur (add l (RJ) 

11:05 .Vienna (RJ) 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:55 Damascus (RJ) 

09:30 —Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

09:45 .New Delhi (RJ) 

09:55 Karachi Dubai (RJi 

10:05 -Beirut (RJ) 

l(h30 Colombo (RJ) 


..982799 

..985417 


EMERGENCIES 


Min/Max. temp., 

Amman "1/10 

Aqaba 07/1 8 

Deserts ........,................'3/09 

Jordan Valley 07/17 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
.Amman 08. Aqaba IS Humidity 
readings: Amman 31 per cent 


Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 

- -.661111 

Gvil Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

Civil Defence Emergency ...199 
Rescue Police 191 6211 II. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police S43402 


- 636381 

RJ Flight Information OS- 

IRBID: 

Princess 

Basina 

53200 


l 

Queen Alla IntL Airport 08- 

Greek 

Catholic 

53200 

Ibo Al 

1 

Nafees 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

AQABA: 


Hussein Medical Centre 
— 813813/3° 

Princess 

Haya 


Hospital 

>2)275555 

Hospital 

2)272275 

Hospital 


12:15 Jakarta. Abu Dhabi (add) 
(RJ) 

14:45 New York. Amsterdam (RJ 1 

15:50 Cairo taddMRJ) 

16:20 .Cairo (RJ) 

17:35 Kuala Lumpur (add) (RJ) 

17:40 London. Berlin (RJ) 

19:35 — ...Vienna (RJ) 

05-35 Bangkok (add) (RJ) 


U30 Amsterdam. New York 
(RJ) 

11:50 Paris, Brussels (RJ) 

UkOO —.Geneva, Madrid (RJ) 

12:00 . — .Cairo (add) (RJ) 

f2 ; 15 — London iRJ) 

— --...Cairo (RJ) 

-0*90 -Bombay (RJ) 

20:05 Riyadh, Dhahran(RJ) 

20:15 -..Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

20:20 Lamaca(RJ) 

^’■3® - Jeddah (RJi 

21:00 Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

22:00 Jakarta (add) (RJ) 

G* 100 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

07:15 - -Aqaba (RI) 


HIJAZ RAILWAY 
TRAIN 

Dep. Amman 8:00 ajn, every 
Monday 

Ait. Damascus 5:00 p.m. every 
Monday 

Dep. Damscus 7 JO a m every 
Sunday 

Arr. Amman 5:00 p.m. every 
Sunday 


Hospital 

(03)314111 


Other Flights 

li40 ...Muscat, Abu Dhabi (GF) 

15:05 Vienna (OS) 

18:15 . — Dubai, Damascus (EK) 

21:00 Paris Damascus I AF) 

22:20 — — Lamaca (CY ) 


Khali di Maternity, J. Amn 

— —.644281/6 

Aid! eh Maternity, J. Amn. 

- 642441/2 

Jabai Amman Maternity 

- 642362 

Ma l has, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani .-.607071 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


22:25 Be inn (ME) 

22 = 35 .Cairo (MS) 

23:40 .-Amsterdam. Beirut (KL) 
23:50 — London (KJ.i 


01:00 ...London. Damascus (BA) 
03:45 — Rome (AZ> 


This information is supplied by 
RoyaJ Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 


Royal Wings (RW) flights 

09:30 --..Aqaba (RW) 

18:55 ......Sharm Al Sheikh (RW) 


Other Flights 

00:15 Damascus. Amsterdam 
(KL) 

03:00 Beirut. Athens lOA ) 

07:00 - Beirut (ME) 

13:30 .Abu Dhabi. Bahrain (GF) 

Vienna (OS) 

- -Duhai (EK) 

JrJJJ Lamaca(CY) 

~^0 Cairo (MS) 

23»5 -Abu Dhabi. Bahrain ( AFl 

—.Amsterdam ( KL) 

- RomeiAZ) 

-London (KJ) 


MARKET prices 

Upper/lower price in fils per kg. 

700/500 

Banana - -550/550 

Banana ( i m ported ) . ‘ 920/750 

Cabbage J70/40 

Guto1 ...220050 

Cauliflower. .270/150 

Cucumber (large) 300/150 

Cucumber (small) ..450/250 

Eggplant ...150/100 

Favu beans .£20550 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
20:30 - Aqaba (RW) 


^-ranic ... 

Grape fruit 

1150/950 

.170/100 

Lemon 


Marrow i Israel.. 

220/140 

Manow (small) 
Onion (creeni ... 

170/140 

Onion (drvi .... 

. 200/120 

Orange 

Peas 

-570/450 

mnrnw 

Pepper (hot) 

. J2&0/150 

Pepper (sweet) 


Potato ... 


Radish . 

100/60 [ 

Spinach 

^20/160 


S[ ring beans 650/400 

Tomato ...„.I7W100 


Tehran lambasts German ^ 
'interference' over writer 
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Home News 

Queen meets with ILO representative 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty: Queen Noor met 
Wednesday with the Assis- 
tant . Director-General 
Responsible for International 
labour Organisation (ILO) 
Activities in Arab States 
Shdfcri Dajani, who extended 
ah Invitation to Their 
Misties King Hussein and 
Queen Noor to visit the. ILO 
headquarters in Geneva next 
Junt^according to a Royal 
Court statement. 

The' IQng has been invited 
by the ILO director-general 
to give a keynote address at 
the International Labour 
Conference. 

The Queen and Mr. Dajani 
discussed means of strength- 
ening . cooperation between 
the Noor A1 Hussein Founda- 
tion- (NHF) and the ILO. 
which wiH be working with 
die NHF in implementing tbe 
second phase of the Salt 
Handicrafts Training Centre 
Project 

The centre, which offers a 
free three-year training pro- 
gramme financed by the gov- 
ernment of Italy for students 
and craftspeople as well as 
an inservice programme for 
trainers, is planning to add 
two more handicrafts pro- 
duction workshops to its cur- 
riculum with the help of ILO 
training and technical exper- 
tise. 

ILO will also assist tbe 
NHF, which is currently re- 
structuring and planning its 
future activities in evaluating 
and assessing its existing 
projects, the statement said. 



Her Majesty Queen Noor Wednesday meets with International Labour Organisation 
(ILO) Director Shukri Dajani to dismiss cooperation between the ELO and the Noor 
AJ Hussein Foundation. 

The Queen and Mr. Dajani 
also explored ways in which 
the ILO, through its technical 
cooperation programme, 
could develop NHFs 
income-generating projects 
and regional outreach train- 
ing programmes, particularly 
those of the Quality of Life 
and Wornen-in-Developraent 
Programmes. 

The latter has already 
trained delegations from 
Iran, Syria, Egypt, Morocco, 

Pakistan, Yemen, Oman and 
Bahrain, according to the 
statement 

The Queen stressed the 
importance of improving the 
skills and training of the 
labour force in order to meet 
the changing needs and 
requirements of the national 


and regional labour markets. 

Mr. Dajani noted that the 
main theme of ILO activities 
this year is the subject of 
International Child Labour, 
adding that next month the 
ILO will send a study mis- 
sion to Jordan, Palestine, 
Lebanon, Syria and Yemen to 
compile comprehensive 
research on the status of 
child labour in the Arab 
World. 

The Queen described the 
National Task Force for Chil- 
dren (NTFC) as coordinating 
with the Minister of Labour 
and serve as a counterpart to 
the ILO mission. 

Tbe NTFC is chaired by 
the Queen and monitors the 
condition and status of chil- 
dren in accordance with the 


Arab and International Con- 
vention on the Rights of the 
Child and the National Plan 
of Action for Children, the 
statement said. 

Advisor to the Queen 
In ’am A1 Mufti attended the 
meeting. 

Queen to distribute food 
and supplies for Eid AI Fitr 

On tbe occasion of Eid Al 
Fitr, Her Majesty Queen 
Noor will distribute presents, 
food and supplies among the 
children of the SOS Chil- 
dren’s village in Amman and 
Aqaba as well as food for 
Dar El Salaam, a charitable 
home which cares for the 
elderly and for young men- 
tally disabled children. 


n lambasts German 
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‘Government decision fails to appease doctors’ 
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By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A government 
derision announced Thursday 
regarding public sector doctor 
allowances reportedly fell short 
of tbe doctors’ aspirations, and 
tbe Jordan Medical Association 
(JMA) council will convene 
after the holiday of Ed al Fitr to 
taler study the situation, JMA 
President Basera Dajani stated 
Friday. 

They will decide then as to 
whether or not to follow through 
with a planned doctors’ strike, 
scheduled to start Feb. 15, he 
said. 

In an interview with the Jor- 
dan Times. Dr. Dajani main- 
tained that the government state- 
ment regarding tbe allowances 
was vague and required further 


clarification, before the JMA 
would be able to take the next 
step. 

The JMA council Wednesday 
announced that the doctors plan 
to stage a two-hour work strike 
on Febi 15, followed by a four- 
hour work strike on Monday 
Feb. 17 and then on Feb. 19 they 
plan a complete work halt to be 
followed by an open strike in 
government hospitals and health 
centres as of Saturday Feb. 22. 

The JMA justified the project- 
ed strike by stating that tbe gov- 
ernment failed to implement a 
“memorandum of understand- 
ing” reached with the JMA three 
months ago regarding 
allowances for public sector 
doctors. 

“For the past seven years pub- 
lic sector doctors have been 
requesting either a 35 per cent 


allowance or permission to open 
private clinics after official work 
hours,” Dr. Dajani explained. 

“Presently, doctors have been 
demanding a 60 per cent 
allowance in addition to other 
incentives all of which were sub- 
mitted to the government.” he 
added. 

He urged the government to 
implement the memorandum in 
order to avert tbe strike. - 

The government Thursday 
announced an amendment to the 
unified allowance system, 
promising a 30 to 60 per cent 
overtime allowance For doctors 
who work at least eight hours a 
day upon recommendation from 
the ministe r of health. 

Information Minister Marwan 
Muasher made the announce- 
ment Thursday and affirmed that 
the government was obligated to 


introduce the amendment before 
tackling the memorandum of 
understanding concluded with 
the JMA last October. 

Dr. Muasher maintained that 
the government intends to 
implement the provisions of the 
memorandum subsequent tc< the 
formal introduction of the new 
amendments, a task, he said, 
which is entrusted to a special 
ministerial committee and 
depends' upon "the 1997 fiscal 
budget 

However, Dr. Dajani Friday 
expressed apprehension that the 
government would foil to 
respond to the doctors' demands 
in their entirety and indefinitely 
delay the memorandum’s imple- 
mentation. 

“We are holding a meeting on 
Wednesday in order to reach a 
final decision,” he concluded. 


Divisions widen within Islamist group ’s ranks 
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By Francesca Ciriaci 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The traditional division 
between moderates, “doves,” and hard- 
liners, “hawks” in Jordan’s strongest 
opposition party, the Islamic Action 
Front (IAF). has widened in the past few 
weeks over not only the question of 
whether or not to join the government, 
but also over the “grand aims” and 
“strategy” of the Islamic movement in 
Jordan. 

Implicitly calling for the replacement 
of the slogan, “Islam is the solution,” 
leading personalities from the moderate 
wing of the .Islamic Action Front (IAF) 
have called for “comprehensive reform” 
in tbe party's political approaches and 
strategies. 

Initiating what news analysts have 
already defined as a “perestroika” in the 
Islamic bloc, Abdullah Akaileh. widely 
considered as the leader of the “doves” 
among the Islamists, has urged the Mus- 
lim Brotherhood and its political arm. 
die IAF, to assume “a more pragmatic 
and realistic stand.” 

In a series of interviews and papers he 
gave or presented on different occasions 
over the past two weeks. Dr. Akaileh has 
repeatedly suggested that the discarding 
of slogans and inflexible political stands 
could help his bloc play "a more effec- 
tive role in the current governmental 
process.” 

Within Islamic ranks, his statements 
sparked a heated controversy. “Dr. 
Akaileh’s proposal is neither an individ- 
ualistic idea nor a personal point of view, 
but rather is the expression of an ideo- 
logical stand within the movement,” 
commented Muslim Brotherhood's 
member Samih Ma’yatah. 

In an analysis published by the Arabic 
daily Al Ra’i on Friday. Mr. Ma’yatah 
praised Dr. Akaileh as “one of the few 
within the brotherhood's leadership who 
deal professionally with political reali- 
ties.” 

“His proposal to join the government 
does not stem from his personal wish to 
become a minister, but rather from his 
call to reconsider the basic positions [of 
the Muslim Brotherhood],’’ Mr. Ma’y- 
atah stated. 

"Die question pertains to the grand 
aims and strategy of the movement what 
it actually is and what its members want. 


This is a crucial and legitimate question 
which should be dealt with by the lead- 
ership and symbolic figures [of the 
brotherhood],” Mr. Ma’yatah said. 

Stressing. that “the question does nor 
concern mere government participation, 
but rather steers the political and intel- 
lectual compass of the whole Islamic 
movement in Jordan,” Mr. Ma’yatah 
called for “the reordering of the [Islamic 
movement’s] priorities and methods, in 
light of the changing realities in the 
region... and in view of the successes 
achieved by die executive authority, 
which have deprived the movement of 
space to manoeuvre.” 

Such a question is not posed by Dr. 
Akaileh alone as Islamic leader Bassam 
Uraoush and others had also raised it 
before the lAFs last Shura Council. 

In a fax to die Jordan Tiroes, Dr. 
Umoush Friday admitted that he was not 
against participating in the government 
“in principle.” 

He strongly excluded the case of his 
participation on an individual basis, 
stressing that he would join a coalition 
government only if the party concurs and 
only as an IAF member. 

In an interview with the Arabic daily 
Al Aswaq earlier last week. Dr. Akaileh 
stated that “people are no longer con- 
cerned with the liberation of Palestine, 
they are more focused on reaching more 
adequate standards of living.” 

From within the policy-making 
machine, “the brotherhood could better 
protect the Jordanian people’s culture, 
values, faith and even economic and 
property rights,” Dr. Akaileh reportedly 
told a Muslim Brotherhood’s meeting 
held Jan. 22. 

Former Minister of Education in the 

1991 coalition government of Mudar 
Badran, and currently serving his third 
consecutive terra in the Lower House of 
Parliament as representative from 
TafiJeb, Dr ; Akaileh declared before 
more than 200 participants in that meet- 
ing that, since its establishment, five 
years ago with the resumption of full 
multi-party political life in the country, 
ihe Islamic movement has been “active 
but not effective.” 

His paper, articulated in seven parts 
and analysing both the political strate- 
gies hitherto applied by the brotherhood 
as well as future perspectives, sparked a 
“heated debate on whether the group 


should or should not participate in the 
government,” according to the Arabic 
weekly Al Majd. 

The “hawks led by Hamm am Saeed 
and Mun’era Abu Zant, strongly 
opposed the paper. 

As a result of such a “heated debate,” 
three prominent IAF leaders, Secretary 
General Ishaq Farhan. Dr. Umoush and 
IAF Spokesman in Parliament Hamzeb 
Man sour “withdrew from the meeting to 
protest what they termed a ‘campaign of 
libel’ and accused other leaders of ‘lack 
of brotherly dialogue’ ” AJ Majd report- 
ed. 

Dr. Akaileh e nvisaged two possible 
alternatives for the lAFs future political 
strategy. Either “continuing the previous 
state of refusal, based on a psychoJogi- 
cally-based and slogan-like approach 
which does not affect the reality of the 
Jordanians’ situation,” or “effectively 
addressing the problems afflicting the 
people, such as low standards of living, 
poverty, unemployment and starvation." 

One of the leaders of the “hawks." 
Deputy Hamm an Said cited legal and 
political reasons for his group not to par- 
ticipate in Mr. Kabariti’s government, 
nor any other government which nor- 
malises relations with the “Jewish 
enemy.” 

Answering his opponents in an inter- 
view with the London-based Al Hay at 
Arabic daily, Dr. Akaileh suggested that 
joining the Kabariti government would 
not necessarily mean accepting normali- 
sation with Israel in all practical aspects. 

“The Jordanian form of democracy 
provides various manoeuvring spaces,” 
he told Al Hayat last week, pointing to 
Minister of Industry and Trade AJi Abul 
Ragheb’s refusal to sign the authorisa- 
tion for the Israeli Products Fair held in 
Amman in early December of 1996. 

Higher cadres of the IAF declined to 
issue any statement on either the stage or 
contents of the internal discussions on 
possible government participation. 

"I do not think I will comment at this 
stage," Dr. Farhan told the Jordan Times. 

“Such discussions take place in any 
organisation,” member of the executive 
committee of the IAF, Abdullatif Arabyi- 
at said, declining to disclose if and when 
the IAF high cadres are going to meet to 
discuss Dr. Akaileh’s proposal. 
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Kabariti inaugurates tunnel 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim Kabar- 
iti Thursday opened the Mid- 
dle East Tunnel in east 
A mman and lauded the 
Amman municipality's con- 
tinued efforts to facilitate traf- 
fic. 

Subsequent to inaugurating 
the 64-metre tunnel. Mr. 
Kabariti described the project 
as bound to help end traffic 
congestion in one of the 
busiest sections of tbe King- 
dom's capital. 

“We support the efforts of 
tbe mayor of Amman, his 
municipal council and 
employees and we appreciate 
their efforts and hope the 
municipality will pursue 
implementation of its pro- 
grammes to end traffic prob- 
lems," the prime minister 
said. “Perhaps in two years 
time we will boast of having 
acquired the best road net- 
work among the Arab capi- 
tals." 

Amman Mayor Mamdouh 
Abbadi addressed the inaugu- 
ration ceremony, enumerating 
the project’s cost of JD 1.35 
million as having been spent 
on digging the tunnel, appro- 
priation of land needed for the 
project, road lighting and 
pavement construction along- 
side the tunnel. 



Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti Thursday inaugurates the Middle East Tun- 
nel in east .Amman. The tunnel was constructed to case traffic congestion (Petra 
photo) 


The project took 47 days to 
complete, although originally 
estimated as requiring 70 
days. Dr. Abbadi said. 

The tunnel is designed to 
help alleviate traffic conges- 
tion in the Middle EaM district 
of the capital and facilitate the 
passage of vehicles heading 


from Amman to the southern 
govcmoratcN. according to Dr. 
Abbadi. 

He said that the project will 
enhance safety on the roads. 

The Amman municipality 
has. over the past two years, 
carried out similar projects 
w ilhin the area and built over- 


head passe* and bridges to 
help facilitate traffic in 
Amman. 

Currently, it is involved in 
opening a tunnel linking the 
Wadi HaddaJeh District to 
downtown, a project whose 
costs are expected to exceed 
JD 3 million. 


Share prices rise after Parliament session 


By Maria Bizri 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Share prices 
and trading rose last week 
after Parliament endorsed a 
government-proposed abol- 
ishment of a capital tax on 
reserves and profits turned 
into equity, brokers said Fri- 
day (see related story page 
8). 

In its last session, the 
Lower House of Parliament 
nullified article 119 of the 
Companies Law thereby 
eradicating the 15% compa- 
nies capitalisation tax. 

During a special parlia- 
mentary. session last . Tues- 
day, the Lower House.- rati-: 
fied 87 more of the 292 arti- 


cles of the draft companies 
law. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti described 
certain articles of the draft 
law as revolutionary steps 
towards advanced economic 
legislation. 

Mr. Kabariti stated that the 
current capital tax represents 
a classic case of double taxa- 
tion in which company prof- 
its are being taxed twice, 
once when the tax is paid and 
a second time when the capi- 
talisation tax is collected. 

He added that capital gen- 
eration and its reinvestment 
coupled with . govern ipept 
.policies which , encourage 
savings and investment ’ will 
establish a favourable cli- 


mate for economic and 
industrial development. 

The draft law allows public 
shareholding companies to 
increase capital through dif- 
ferent channels such as the 
incorporation of voluntary 
reserves, retained earnings or 
both. 

During (he session. Deputy 
Khalil Haddadin suggested 
that in the case of companies 
being allowed to turn their 
reserves and retained earn- 
ings into capital, the}' should 
pay 7.5fr of it to the govern- 
ment. 

The House rejected Mr. 
Haddadin ’s suggestion and 
decided to keep the article as 
was proposed in the draft 
law. 


Other articles ratified dur- 
ing the session dealt with 
reducing and increasing the 
capital of public sharehold- 
ing companies, ownership 
and trading of shares and in- 
kind shares as well as deben- 
tures and management of 
public shareholding compa- 
nies. 

Furthermore, the articles 
regulated the ordinary as 
well as extraordinary general 
assembly meetings and the 
general rules governing 
them. 

The session was presided 
over by Speaker of the House 
Saad Have l Srour and attend- 
ed- by. Prime Minister Ab^lul 
Karim Kabariti and cabinet 
members. 


Deputy files lawsuit against weekly tabloid 


By Raoa Husseini 

Special io the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Lower House 
of Parliament Deputy 
Samir Habashneh last week 
filed a lawsuit against a 
writer, a weekly tabloid 
newspaper and one of its 
reporters, od charges of 
defamation and he is 
reportedly seeking JD 1 
million in damages. 

Lawyer Samih Habash- 
neh, who is tbe deputy's 
brother, Friday said that he 
filed a complaint in court 
against Al Hadath newspa- 
per, journalist Nidal Man- 
sour and Iyad Qattan, a 
writer and former director 
of the Royal Cultural Cen- 
tre (RCC). for publishing 
news items which tarnished 
the image of his client. 

“We are seeking JD 1 
million in compensation for 
publishing inaccurate news 
and because the tabloid has 
tarnished the image and 
dignity of the deputy,” 
Attorney Habashneh said. 

In its Jan. 27 issue, the 
newspaper published a let- 
ter sent by Mr. Qattan 
accusing Deputy Habash- 
neh, who had also served as 
minister of culture, of 
“false pretentious national- 
ism and abusing his posi- 
tion.” 

In his letter, Mr. Qattan 
charged that Deputy 
Habashneh had only served 
eight of the 380 days of his 
tenure as minister of cul- 
ture actually executing cul- 
tural work, and that he 
spent "the remaining days” 
receiving members of vari- 
ous tribes and helping to 
appoint their relatives in 
various government posts. 

Mr. Qattan also main- 


1 



Deputy Samir Habashneh 

tained that the former min- 
ister fired him from his job 
as director of the RCC 
without reason and slated 
that Mr. Habashneh's 
actions stemmed from “my 
refusal to appoint one of his 
unqualified relatives in a 
position at the RCC.” 

He charged that during 
his one year and two 
months post in the cabinet. 
Mr. Habashneh visited the 
centre twice. 

Mr. Qattan also charged 
that Deputy Habashneh 
spent JD 31.000 on parties. 

“We do not know if this 
public money was really 
used for official cere- 
monies or for private par- 
ties.” he said. 

He further accused the 
minister of travelling to 
England on a three-month 
English training course and 
receiving £30.000 to partic- 
ipate in the course, ’’when 
in fact die actual cost of the 
course was only £5,000. 

“I challenge [Samir 
Habashneh] to prove that 
any of these allegations are 
not true.” he said in his 
published letter. 


Attorney Habashneh told 
the Jordan Times Friday 
that Mr. Qattan's allega- 
tions were incorrect and 
“we have submitted evi- 
dence to the court that these 
accusations are false.” 

Amman Prosecutor Jamal 
Zou’by told the Jordan 
Times Friday that a case 
was registered against the 
three and that he will start 
handling the case following 
Eid Al Fitr. 

“1 learned of the exis- 
tence of this case but I have 
not yet conducted any 
investigations," the prose- 
cutor said, “and hopefully 
after the holiday I will 
begin questioning the con- 
cerned parties of the case. 

This is the second lawsuit 
to be filed by a deputy' 
against a weekly newspa- 
per in rhe past month. 

Lower House Deputy 
Ibrahim Zeid Kilani and 
Minister of Public Works 
and Housing Abdul Hadi 
Majali filed a defamation 
lawsuit in January against 
the weekly satiric tabloid 
Abed Rabbo and its two 
editors Yousef Gheishan 
and Omar Nadi. 

The newspaper had pub- 
lished a caricature and a 
news ilem in two separate 
issues describing Islamist 
Deputy Kilani as a "hyp- 
ocrite” and accusing the 
minister of car theft. 

In a meeting with editors 
of weeklies and govern- 
ment officials, the "Jordan 
Press Association ( JPA ) 
last week appealed to jour- 
nalists working for such 
weeklies to abide by press 
codes of ethics, and to 
avoid writing news and 
items considered scan- 
dalous. abusing press free- 



lyad Qattan 

doms. tampering with pub- 
lic decency or tarnishing 
cultural values and tradi- 
tions. 

The JPA threatened its 
members with stiff castiga- 
tion which could include 
permanent expulsion from 
the association. 

In January. several 
deputies attacked the week- 
ly tabloids and asked the 
government to take action, 
stating that these newspa- 
pers were publishing inde- 
cent materia] and tarnishing 
culture, values and tradi- 
tions. 

At the time, the prime 
minister responded to 
deputies' complaints 
affirming that the govern- 
ment would take action to 
terminate indecent, 

obscene and otherwise 
unacceptable articles in 
local publications. 

He also stressed that vio- 
lations of privacy and disre- 
spect of public decency 
were clear violations of 
human rights and did not 
represent the true mission 
of the press. 


What’s 

Going 

On 


EXHIBITIONS 

* Bani Hamida exhibition/sale of handicrafts, (rugs, cushions, runners, and walihangings, 
Jabal Amman (Tel. 658696/7), until Feb. 28. 

•Plastic an bv Egyptian artist Mohmmad Abdul Rahim at the Royal Cultural Centre, until 
Feb. 6. 

* Ramdaniat exhibition from Wadi Dana Nature Reserve (silver nature jewelery, jams, dried 
fruits) and Jordan River Designs (JRD) ornaments (tabelcloths. candies, embroidered acces- 
sories) at JRD showroom. Jabal Amman, Frist Circle (Tel. 6130S1), until Feb. 10. 

•Works by contemporary Arab artists entitled "The New Collection” af Darat AJ Fomin. 
Jabal Weibdeb. (Tel. 643251/2). until Feb. 27. 
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Serbia’s opposition turns 


attention to fighting elections 


BELGRADE (R) — Ser- 
bia's opposition, on the 
verge of gaining a major 
concession from the auto- 
cratic President Slobodan 
Milosevic, has turned its 
attention to fighting parlia- 
mentary and presidential 
elections. 

“We must never forget 
that we have not achieved a 
full-scale democratisation 
of Serbia," opposition poli- 
tician Zoran Djindjic told 

30.000 demonstrators in 
Belgrade Thursday night. 

Mr. Djindjic. along with 
two other leaders of the op- 
position Zajedno Coalition, 
returned from a one-day 
visit to France to tell sup- 
porters that marathon street 
protests would end when 
parliament restores its mu- 
nicipal election wins next 
Tuesday. 

Zajedno has brought tens 
of thousands of supporters 
out onto the streets of Bel- 
grade every day for 1 1 
weeks, demanding Mr. Mi- 
losevic reinstate its local 
elections victories last Nov. 


17 in 14 towns and cities ac- 
ross Serbia, including the 
capital. 

“The main preconditions 
for removing Mr. Milosevic 
in a democratic manner are 
fair election conditions, for 
which we need free media 
and a full rule of law," Mr. 
Djindjic declared. 

Opposition leader Vesna 
Pesic echoed the concern 
for the long-term political- 
future of Serbia. 

“Democracy has become a 
way of life. We can no 
longer live without fighting 
for democracy," she told 
Thursday’s rally. 

On Tuesday Mr. Milose- 
vic abruptly said be was as- 
king parliament to reinstate 
opposition election gains 
annulled by his ruling So- 
cialists on the grounds of 
unspecified “irregularities." 
On Wednesday the govern- 
ment approved the draft law. 

Parliament is to review the 
bill Tuesday. 

Municipalities have little 
power, but they do control 
local media, an important 


factor ahead of parliamen- 
tary and presidential polls 
due by the end of the year. 

“The recognition of the 
election results is only the 
first small step towards our 
ultimate aim. but the first 
step is always the most dif- 
ficult and the most impor- 
tant," Mr. Djindjic said. He 
then reiterated opposition 
demands. 

“One, our election results 
must be recognised, two, 
the media must be freed 
three, all those responsible 
for the election fraud and 
subsequent brutal beatings 
of the people must be 
brought to justice, and four, 
only then will full-scale 
economic and social recov- 
ery follow." 

Last Sunday Mr. Milose- 
vic sent his paramilitary 
police in to clear the streets 
of demonstrators. Repeated 
baton charges left scores 
injured and prompted a re- 
newed international outcry. 

Paris invited Zajedno lea- 
ders for talks with French 
Foreign Minister Herve De 


Charette in a snub to Mr 
Milosevic and as a signal of 
a policy change towards 
Belgrade. London promied 
to follow suit 

The third member of the 
Zajedno (Together) team, 
Vuk Draskovic, warned that 
a Belgrade municipality 
was missing from a list of 
local opposition victories 
that parliament was expect- 
ed to endorse Tuesday. 

“It is already certain that 
they have decided to swal- 
low New Belgrade (Munici- 
pality),” Mr. Draskovic said. 
“We shall demand that the 
government bill be amended 
to include a recognition of 
our results in New 
Belgrade." 

Mr. De Charette, echoing 
the views of other Western 
governments, said Serbia’s 
problems should be re- 
solved by recognition of the 
election results, dialogue 
between government and 
opposition, free access to 
the media and democratic 
elections. 


International envoys meet local 
Serb leaders in Eastern Slavonia 


ZAGREB (AFP) — Inter- 
national envoys met local 
Serb leaders Thursday in 
eastern Slavonia, the last 
Serb-held part of Croatia, in 
a bid to calm the area ahead 
of local polls and following 
a series of incidents, U.N. 
officials said. 

A U.N. peacekeeper was 
killed Friday and there has 
been a wave of attacks 
linked to symbols of Croa- 
tian authority in the region, 
which is due to return to 
Zagreb’s control before Jan- 
uary 199S at the latest. 

In the latest incident, 
Croatian Radio said Thurs- 
day that a bomb was thrown 
at a petrol station belonging 
to the Croatian oil company 
INA during the night. 

It said that the blasts shat- 
tered windows and dam- 
aged the roof of the petrol 
station in Draz. which had 
been due to open this week. 

Spokesman Philip Arnold 
told AFP that the ambas- 
sadors from contact group 
countries (Britain. France, 
Germany, Russia and the 


United States) and Euro- 
pean Union nations held 
talks with Serb leaders Vo- 
jislav Stanimirovic and 
Goran Hadzic. 

The envoys urged the 
Serbs to stay in the region 
and take up Croatian citi- 
zenship. stressing that pre- 
sent conditions in eastern 
Slavonia were suitable for 
the elections to go ahead, 
Mr. Arnold said. 

They also assured the 
Serbs that the international 
community would monitor 
the situation there in the 
long-term, he said. 

The envoys have also met 
U.N. officials and Croatian 
Foreign Minister Mate Gra-. 
nic and Deputy Prime Mi- 
nister Ivica Kostovic to dis- 
cuss the situation. 

Eastern Slavonia is due to 
return to Croatian control 
by January 1998 at the latest 
under a 1995 agreement 
between Zagreb and the 
Serbs, of which U.S. Am- 
bassador Peter Galbraith 
was the architect. 

The local elections, sche- 


duled for March 16, will be 
a key step in the reintegra- 
tion process, and will spell 
an end to Serb dre ams for 
autonomy in their own sep- 
arate state within Croatia — 
a goal for which they fought 
in 1991. 

In Vukovar, “hundreds" of 
Serbs demonstrated Thurs- 
day for a second straight 
day, saying they would con- 
tinue to rally every day to 
raise their concerns before 
the United Nations, U.N. 
officials said. 

Meanwhile in Zagreb, 
Croatian President Franjo 
Tudjman met represen ta- 
■ rives of the Croatian = Refu- 
gees Union - and assured 
them that Croat refugees 
could return to eastern Sla- 
vonia once Zagreb had re- 
gained control of the region, 
the radio said. 

According to the radio, 
there are about 96,000 non- 
Serb refugees from eastern 
Slavonia now living in 
Croatia, who were driven 
out during the fighting. 


5 charged in Berlin disco bombing 


BERLIN |R) — German 
prosecutors said Friday they 
had charged five people in 
connection with a 19S6 
West Berlin nightclub bomb 
attack which provoked a 
U.S. air strike on Libya. 

The charges against the 
five include murder and aid- 
ing and abetting the attack. 
inVhich two U.S. soldiers 
and a Turkish woman were 
killed and scores of off-duty 
U.S. military personnel 
were wounded. 

But the prosecutors did 
not detail who the five peo- 
ple were or what each had 
been charged with. ' 

Washington blamed Libya 
for the blast, in Berlin’s 
Schoeneberg district, and 


bombed the Arab state, kil- 
ling at least 15 people and 
wounding more than 1 00. 

Although the prosecutors 
did not immediately identi- 
fy the five who had been 
charged, four people have 
previously been arrested in 
connection with the attack. 

Last week Andrea Haus- 
ler, a 31 -year-old German, 
was extradited from Greece 
to Germany. She was arrest- 
ed last October in Halkidiki 
near Salonika at the request 
of German authorities. 

In October the Berlin 
authorities said they had 
arrested a 37-year oJd wo- 
man. identified only os Ve- 
rena C.. and her former hus- 
band. Ali C. Verena is Haus- 


ler’s sister. 

Another suspect. Yasser 
Shraydi, was extradited to 
Germany from Lebanon in 
May last year. 

The justice officials said 
in October they had also 
issued arrest warrants for 
three former members of 
the Libyan embassy in east 
Berlin — identified only by 
the surnames A1 Amin. 
Keshlaf and A1 Abani — 
and a Libyan secret service 
member named R ashed. 

They were suspected of 
having initiated the attack 
and provided the explosives 
and were presumably back 
in Libya now, the Berlin 
authorities said at the time. 


Indian chief minister stands by 
call for division of Kashmir 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Kashmir’s chief minis- 
ter stood by his contro- 
versial call for the dis- 
puted Himalayan state 
to be carved up between 
India and Pakistan, the 
Press Trust of India 
reported here Friday. 

Farooq Abdullah, 
who first suggested the 
state should be divided 
earlier this week, said: 
( Tt seems to me this is 
the only practicable so- 
lution to this issue once 
and for all ” 

His initial call for par- 
tition led to howls of 
protest this week from 
several Indian political 
parties as well as a min- 
ister in New Delhi, who 
said the national gov- 
ernment was committed 
to reuniting the territo- 


ry. 


Most of Kashmir, 
which has blighted In- 
dia-Pakistan relations 


for 50 years, is under 
Indian rule. The north- 
ern third is held by 
Pakistan. 

Around 17,000 people 
have died in Indian- 
ruled Kashmir since the 
launch of a Muslim sep- 
aratist campaign in 
1989. 

Mr. Abdullah argued 
his suggestion was not 
new and had been dis- 
cussed by Indian Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi 
and her Pakistan coun- 
terpart Zulfikar Ali 
Bhutto in 1972. 

On Thursday. India's 
minister of state for 
home affairs, Moham- 
mad Maqbool Oar, a 
Kashmiri Muslim, said 
he was stunned by the 
idea, adding: ‘"Occupied 
Kashmir ... belongs to 
the undivided state of 
Jammu and Kashmir. 
We have to get back all 
these areas. 


“I am opposed to 
autonomy which would 
lead to bisection ... of 
the state.” 

Mr. Abdullah, who 
won state elections in 
the Indian state of 
Jammu and Kashmir in 
October after campaig- 
ning for more autono- 
my, was attacked by 
Hindu nationalists and 
the Congress Party af- 
ter his earlier state- 
ment 

The region was first 
divided when a Hindu 
prince ruling the Mos- 
lim-majority territory 
opted to join India ra- 
ther than Pakistan at 
the end of British colo- 
nial rule in the subconti- 
nent in 1947. 

The northern part of 
the state was invaded by 
tribesmen from Pakis- 
tan, sparking the first of 
two wars over the terri- 
tory between the two 


Indians 
vote in 


peaceful 
polls in 
Punjab 


LUDHIANA (R) — Pol- 
ling began on an unusually 
peaceful note in India’s 
northern state of Punjab 
Friday amid tight security 
for the election of a new 
local government. 

“This is the first time I 
have dared to vote in an 
election,” said Shailendra 
Kumaiv a 30-year-old car 
mechanic, as he waited for 
his mm at a voting booth in 
Ludhiana, Punjab’s busi- 
ness hub. 

Mr. Kumar, a Hindu, said 
his family was cautious 
about expressing their po- 
litical opinions for fear of 
angering the state’s Sikh 
separatists whose guerrilla 
war against Indian rule in 
Punjab killed more than 

20,000 people in over a 
decade. 

The last local election in 
1992 to the 117-seat state 
assembly marked a new 
phase after the separatist 
rebellion, but was held in 
the shadow of guerrilla vio- 
lence. 

“Everyone knows that the 
political climate has 
changed dramatically, so 
we decided to cast our 
vote." Mr. Kumar said, loo- 
king at his family members 
in the small queue behind 
him. 

“Polling has started on a 
peaceful note," Brajendra 
Singh, chief polling officer 
of Punjab, told Reuters in 
the state capital of Chan- 
digarh. 

‘T am surprised at the 
enthusiasm of the voters as 
I have received reports of 
long queues at almost all 
polling stations before the 
voting started at 7.30 a.m. 
(0200 GMT)," Mr. Singh 
said. 

Most opinion polls say 
the Akali Dal of former 
Chief Minister Prakash 
Singh Badal, which was 
once seen as flirting with 
separatists, would replace 
the Congress Party’s gov- 
ernment in the polls. Re- 
sults are expected by Sun- 
day. 

The party has an alliance 
with the Hindu nationalist 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP). “We are all set to 
rout Congress and give it 
its worst drubbing since 
independence," Balramji 
Dass Tandon, Punjab's BJP 
chief, told Reuters. 

Polling stations are sche- 
duled to close at 4.30 p.m. 
(1100 GMT). Around 15.2 
million voters were eligible 
to vote, officials said. 

Separatist violence 
peaked in 1984, when In- 
dian troops were sent into 
Sikhism’s holiest shrine, 
the Golden Temple in 
Amritsar, to flush out guer- 
rillas armed to the teeth. 


Pro-government protesters yell slogans outride Congress while a police barricade blocks the access in Quito 
Thursday (Reuter photo) 


Ecuador president ousted; new leader sworn in 


QUITO (AFP) — Ecuador’s 
Congress ousted eccentric 
President Abdala Bucaram 
late Thursday amid massive 
protests against austerity 
measures and promptly 
named a new head of state 
over Mr. Bucaram’s objec- 
tions. 

Shortly after Congress 
President Fabian Alarcon 


was sworn in as interim 
president, Vice-President 
Rosalia Arteaga issued a 
statement Friday through 
the armed forces claiming 
to be Mr. Bucaram’s succes- 


sor. 

Since Mr. Bucaram, who 
is boled up inside the gov- 
ernment building, also re- 
fuses to accept his dismis- 
sal. Ecuador had Friday 
three people claiming to be 
its president 

Tension grew in the capi- 
tal as people waited to see 
who the military would side 
with. 

The armed forces’ expan- 
ded Council of 'Generals 
and Admirals, in reporting 
Ms. Arteaga’s intent said 
they were “apolitical” or 
neutral in the ongoing crisis, 
and asked the country's 
politicians to find a solu- 
tion. 

Aimed troops Friday 

lobbed tear gas and came to 
blows with anti- Bucaram 
demonstrators outside the 
government palace, where 
Mr. Bucaram remained es- 
conced. Several people 

were injured in the clash, 
witnesses said. 


Mr. Alarcon, meanwhile, 
was heading a massive 
demonstration in support of 
Mr. Bucaram’s ouster. 

Thousands of people have 
been congregating near the 
heavily guarded govern- 
ment palace, as cars honked 
their horns in support of Mr. 
Alarcon all around the city. 

The heavyset Bucaram 
likes to refer to hims elf as 
“El Loco." or the crazy one. 
Congress agreed, ousting 
him for mental and physical 
incapacity. But Mr. Buca- 
ram said the move was un- 
constitutional and amounted 
to a virtual “coup d’etat" 

In a brief statement over 
radio and television, Mr. 
Bucaram said he would not 
obey Congress’ action, 
which came in a 44-33 vote 
late Thursday after two days 
of strikes and massive 
protests against economic 
austerity paralysed this im- 
poverished South American 
country. , . 

“Mir Bucaram; '45, said* his* 
dismissal was unconstitu- 
tional and reminded the 
armed forces that he was 
still their commander in 
chief. He called on them to 
remain calm and keep the 
peace. 

Mr. Alarcon, 50, was 
sworn in as interim presi- 
dent for a period of one year 
after which elections must 
be held. 

Mr. Alarcoa, like Mr. 
Bucaram a populist, said he 
“accepted the mandate of 
the people" and would be 


willing to put his life on the 
line for democracy. 

The motion ousting Mr. 
Bucaram notably accused 
him of corruption, nepotism 
and of tarnishing the dignity 
of the presidency. Since he 
was elected on a populist 
ticket in July. Mr. Bucaram 
has seen his support plum- 
met, and his zany antics, 
including television appear- 
ances in which he danced to 
rock tunes and sang Latin 
love songs, drew wide- 
spread anger. 

Ms. Arteaga, who is at 
odds with both Mr. Buca- 
ram and Mr. Alarcon, had 
warned earlier in the day 
that an ouster by Congress 
would be unconstitutional 
and that only she could take 
over the presidency. 

In a desperate bid to head 
off the crisis. Mr. Bucaram 
sacked three cabinet mem- 
bers including his brother just 
before the opening of the leg- 
isjayvp session, ThU^day: 

■He also- announced reduce 
dons in the price of gas and 
electricity, among items 
which received hefty price 
hikes when the austerity 
package was launched in 
December. 

The two-day strike was 
largely peaceful although 
one man was shot in the leg 
during a scuffle outside the 
Congress building that was 
ringed by some 1.700 troops 
and police. 

Police and human rights 
watchers said 13 police and 
civilians were injured by 


rocks, buckshot and tear-gas 
canisters on the first day of 
the strike. 

Declaring a “stale of na- 
tional mobilisation,” Mr. 
Bucaram had Wednesday 
ordered the armed forces 
and the national police to 
enforce a return lo work. 

But the protests were well 
supported and according to 
a private survey 2.2 million 
people took part in demon- 
strations in Quito and other 
major cities in this country 
of 1 1.5 million. 

The strike marked the first 
time Ecuadorans of all poli- 
tical stripes clbsed ranks 
against the Bucaram gov- 
ernment. who was elected 
with 54 per ceut of the pop- 
ular vote. 

He initially enjoyed wide- 
spread popularity 1 among 
the poorest Ecuadorans to 
whom he promised a better 
life. He pledge ro give his 
first month's salary as head 
of state to beggars* fn Quito/ 

Bur his approval rating' 
dropped rapidly, with a sur- 
vey putting it at just 15 per 
cent last week. Another sur- 
vey released Wednesday 
said 61 per cent of Ecua- 
dorans wanted Mr. Bucaram 
to step down. 

Bom Feb. 4. 1952, of a 
Lebanese father and an 
Ecuadoran mother, he had 
his first taste of controversy 
when his father, by Mr. 
Bucaram's own recent ad- 
mission, failed to register 
his birth until Feb. 20, after 
a long drinking binge. 


Enraged investors rally again in Albanian town * 


VLORE, Albania (AFP) — 
Around 4.000 people ruined 
by the collapse of a get- 
rich-quick savings scheme 
demonstrated here Friday 
for the third straight day, 
witnesses said. 

Meanwhile, sources said 
Edouard Alushi, local head 
of the opposition Socialist 
Party who backs the demon- 
strations, was placed under 
house arrest Friday. 

Mr. Alushi’s chapter of the 
opposition party has urged 
people to keep demonstrat- 
ing until the government 
reimburses the money they 
lost in the latest crash of a 
Pyramid Investment 

Scheme. 


Enraged people all over 
this impoverished former 
Soviet satellite have been 
demonstrating since Jan. 15 
after being left penniless by 
the collapse of Pyramid 
Schemes. 

An opposition coalition 
called the Forum for De- 
mocracy has called a huge 
rally for Saturday in the 
capital Tirana, the newspa- 
per Zeri i Popullit reported. 

Police in Vlora exchanged 
gunfire with the demonstra- 
tors during riots Wednesday 
which left at least 10 people 
injured. But they held back 
Thursday as protestors 
chanted “we want our mo- 
ney" and “down with the 


government.” They were 
demanding the release of 
some 30 people arrested 
Wednesday after running 
battles with police in this 
port city 210 kilometres 
south of Tirana. 

The trouble here was 
sparked by the collapse of a 
locally based real estate and 
finance company, in which 
a large part of Vlore's 

70,000 residents are said to 
have invested for promises 
of high interest returns. The 
Socialists accuse the conse- 
rvative government of Pre- 
sident Sali Berisha of col- 
luding with Pyramid selling 
finance schemes to divert 
attention from the dire eco- 


nomic straits of Europe’s 
poorest country. 

Such schemes were run by 
private firms that preyed on 
customers with little finan- 
cial sophistication after de- 
cades of isolation under a 
Stalinist regime that fell in 
1991. 

Prime Minister Alexander 
Meksi. speaking on state te- 
levision Wednesday, dis- 
missed any government res- 
ponsibility in the savings 
crisis. "The state had no part 
in this affair. It was people's 
personal choice, they won at 
the game but they must i 
learn that you can lose at it. 
too." 


Bulgarians brace for tough economic times 


SOFIA (R) — Bulgarians 
braced for hard limes Fri- 
day. with food prices soar- 
ing, wages shrinking and 
petrol supplies cut to a min- 
imum as the Balkan country 
plunges further into eco- 
nomic chaos. 

“We wait two hours for two 
loaves of bread, then two 
hours for three canons of cig- 
arettes, at least we should be 
able to buy as much as we 
can afford,” an exasperated 
woman shopper in Sofia told 
national television. 

Bulgaria's pro-market op- 
position coalition forced the 
ruling Socialists, the coun- 
try’s ex-Communisis, to 
quit Tuesday and set elec- 
tions in April — 20 months 
ahead of schedule. 

Long queues formed out- 
side cigarette shops, where 
foreign brands were almost 
impossible to find. Shop- 
keepers are loathe to buy in 
dollars and then sell in lev, . 
the national currency. 


The plummeting lev was 
about 2,500 to a dollar Thurs- 
day. compared to about 70 to 
a dollar a year ago. 

The collapsing lev has dri- 
ven up the cost of petrol im- 
ports and only two petrol sta- 
tions were opeQ in the capital 
Thursday. Others around the 
country were shut or were li- 
miting customers to 20 litres. 

Thirty days of popular 
mass rallies around Bulga- 
ria by the Union of Democ- 
ratic Forces (UDF) opposi- 
tion coalition forced the 
Socialists to quit and call 
early elections. 

Tens of thousands of UDF 
supporters turned out Thurs- 
day for a victory rally in 
Plovdiv, the country’s second 
city, to celebrate the fall of 
the Socialist government. 

“Nothing dangerous can 
happen to us anymore. The 
worst is behind us,” UDF 
opposition leader Ivan Ros- 
tov told the rally. 

The UDF lias been elected 


to power only once since 
1 9S9 when single-party 
Communist rule fell. The 
ex-Communists reemerged 
as tiie Socialists and have 
retained their grip on power 
until this week. 

The majority Socialists 
boycotted parliament Thurs- 
day in protest against an ag- 
reement to hold an early gen- 
eral election, saying they 
were being ousted* from po- 
wer by undemocratic means 
President Petar Sloyanov, 
a pro-reform liberal elected 
last November, must ap- 
point an interim cabinet to 
keep the economy afloat 
and organise the elections 
A presidency spokeswo- 
"T 1 Sofi / s respected 

UDF Mayor Stefan Sofian- 
ski was a likely candidate 

°^m c er <- PrimeDlinist ^- 
The UDF. favourite to win 

the elections after the suc- 
cess of us momh-Iong cam- 
paign must also beal inter- 
rcd nfts and brace itself and 


its supporters for tough and 
painful economic reforms. 

Bulgaria’s students, who 
suspended daily protests 
after the Socialists agreed to 
elections, vowed Thursday 
to remain vigilant and insist 
the country’s leaders imple- 
ment economic reforms. 

“After 30 days of protests 
we have become an impor- 
tant social and political fac- 
tor. AJ1 politicians under- 
stand they have to respect 
us." said student leader Ka- 
men Petrov. 

The students won the 
heans of many and the con- 
tempt of ihe Socialists with 
their enthusiastic marches 
through Sofia. 

Politicians warn to use 
the students ... as the nice 
young face of their shady 
political deals." said student : 
!^ er Avram Stanishev. 

We aren't likely to join any 
campaign but some students 
sre tempted by promises of 
mi easy political career. 
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World News 


Rebels capture another 
Zaire town; extend advance 


KINSHASA (R) — Rebels 
have extended the area un-der 
their control in east Zaire, 
capturing the town of 
Shabuocb and pushing further 
west Zairean defence offi- 
cials acknowledged 

Thursday. 

Sources in the region said 
the rebels, who have frustrat- 
ed a much-trumpeted ar-my 
offensive by opening up new 
fronts, were advancing in 
large numbers towards 
Kindti, with its army base, 
railhead and airport around 
200 kilometres to the west 

But Zairean officials played 
down the importance of the 
thrust saying few soldiers had 
been stationed in Shabunda 
and rejected rebel claims to 
be dose to the towns of 
Lubutu and Isoro on separate 
fronts further north. 

‘They are fleeing because 
of rumours,” one official said, 
after relief workers re-ported 
refugees fleeing from Ami si 
80 kilometres down the road 
from Lubutu to the rebel-held 
easL 

Lubutu is about 200 kilo- 
metres from Kisangani, head- 
quarters for the counter-offen- 
sive the army launched on 
Jan. 20. Hard-line Hutu fight- 
ers blamed for the 1994 geno- 
cide of minority Tutsis in 
Rwanda were last reported in 
AmisL 

Rebel leader Laurent Ka- 
bila, speaking in his Goma 


headquarters, where 5,000 
newly trained recruits pa- 
raded singing battle songs, 
said his forces were advanc- 
ing on four fronts from Isoro 
in the far northeast to Moba in 
the southeast 

“We took Shabunda Wed- 
nesday and it is now under 
our total control,” Me. Kn-bila 
said in Goma. 

The rebels say their thrusts 
on several ft nfs have stopped 
the army counter-offensive in 
its tracks and have given 
Presi-dent Mobutu Sese Seko 
until Feb. 21 to stand down. 

Mr. Kabila said his forces 
controlled a 1,400 kilometre 
area of territory along the bor- 
ders with Burundi, Rwanda 
and Uganda. 

He said rebels were ad- 
vancing towards Moba on 
Lake Tanganyika in the mi- 
neral-rich southern Shaba 
province and were poised to 
take Isoro in the far northeast 
from European mercenaries 
in the pay of the Zaire gov- 
ernment 

Rebels earlier took Kale- 
mie, a Shaba port north of 
Mote. 

Relief officials said up to 
40,000 Rwandan Hutu refu- 
gees fled west into the forest 
from Shabunda after reports 
that the Tutsi-led rebels, who 
launched their revolt in 
October, had taken nearby 
Katshunga. 

One source said soldiers 


from Zaire’s demoralised 
army fled through Shabunda 
Tuesday and that local people 
gathered in a church and wel- 
comed the arrival of the 
rebels. 

Kindu was one of the 
springboards for the army 
offensive. 

Further north, aid workers 
spoke of fear in Tingi Tingi 
Camp, where over 100.000 
refugees are struggling with 
disease and lack of food- 
Tingi Tingi is on die outskirts 
of Lubutu. 

Mr. Kabila says die rebels 
are fighting alone but Wa- 
shington has joined a growing 
chorus of international con- 
cern about the role played by 
Uganda, Rwanda and 

Burundi in the conflict. 

“The United States ap-peals 
again to the neighbours of 
Zaire to stay out of Zaire, to 
not involve themselves in the 
fighting,” a State Department 
spokes-man said in 
Washington. 

All three countries deny 
involvement. 

Mn Mobutu Friday denied 
be was seeking military sup- 
port from old ally Morocco to 
crush the rebellion in the east 
of his country. 

‘1 have not come here to ask 
for military aid. contrary to 
what yon have written,” Mr. 
Mobutu told reporters at the 
Rabat airport before he was 


due to leave for Zaire. 

The Sairean leader arrived 
in Morocco Monday for a 
three-day working visit on his 
way to Zaire torn France 
where he has been convalesc- 
ing from prostate cancer 
surgery. 

A rebel spokesman said in 
Johannesburg thureday that 
South African mercenaries 
are fighting at the side of 
Zairean troops engaged in 
battles with rebel forces in the 
eastern pan of the country. 

Bizimana Karaha, an offi- 
cial of the Tutsi-led group, 
told journalists that South 
Africans are among 200-odd 
mercenaries known to have 
been hired by the government 
to regain lost territory, 
theSouih African news 
agency reported. 

The mercenaries are known 
to be led by a Bel-gian, and 
include Serbians. Creations 
and Russians, among other 
nationalities. 

At least seven of the white 
soldiers had been recently 
killed by rebel troops, Mr. 
Karaha added. 

“We never capture merce- 
naries alive.” he said. 

Mr. Karaha, a physician 
trained in South Africa, ac- 
cused France and Belgium of 
supplying Zaire with guns, 
airplanes and mercenaries to 
“kill and steal from our popu- 
lation.” 

Meanwhile, the U.N. spe- 


U.S. positive on N. Korea food appeal — officials 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
World Food Programme 
(WFP) is expected to make 
a formal appeal for S38 mil- 
lion in new food aid for 
North Korea next week and 
the United States is likely to 
respond positively, U.S. Of- 
ficials said Thursday. 

Tbe comments by State 
Department spokesman Ni- 
cholas Bums appeared de- 
signed to reassure Pyong- 
yang that Washington sym- 
pathised with its food prob- 
lems and to resolve a disag- 
reement that has kept North 
Korea from attending an 
important briefing on Ko- 
rean peninsula peace talks. 

It also sets a marker for 
Washington’s ally. South 
Korea, which has been re- 
luctant to go along with new 
requests by the Communist 
regime in Pyongyang for 
assistance. 

“I think there’s going to 
be an appeal for food by tbe 
World Food Programme ... 
It’s considering a formal ap- 
peal during the next week, 
similar to one issued last 
year,” Mr. Bums said. 

He told reporters the Uni- 
ted States would look at 


such an appeal “very care- 
fully, consult with South 
Korea, with our allies and 
decide on an appropriate 
response." 

“1 would remind you that 
we have responded positive- 
ly to every previous ap-peal 
by the world food pro- 
gramme in tbe last year or 
two." be added. 

“We believe .there is a se- 
rious.food problem in North 
Korea and we're sympathet- 
ic to tbe plight of the North 
Korean people and we en- 
courage private assistance 
to the North Koreans ... 
They are desperate for food 
and they’ve made an official 
appeal and now the UJN.’s 
responding,” be said. 

Michael Ross, spokesman 
for the WFP, told Reuters 
the U.N. appeal was expect- 
ed to total $38 million for 
100,000 tonnes of com- 
modities. 

Officials and experts said 
this was a fraction of North 
Korea’s food needs, esti- 
mated this year at 2.3 mil- 
lion tonnes. Of that amount, 
Pyongyang was expected to 
obtain 500,000 tonnes of 
grain in a barter deal with 


Minneapolis-based Cargill 
Inc., the American grain 
giant, but that deal is now 
stalled. 

The small size of the ap- 
peal compared to the need 
reflected the difficulty of 
persuading key donors like 
the United States and South 
Korea to give anything at 
all, experts said. 

The United States did, not 1 
say. how much new. food aid' 
it would provide. Bui sour- 
ces said Washington was 
expected to donate around 
$6.2 million South Korea, 
about $2 million and Japan, 
about $6 million — rough- 
ly the same as last year. 

In general, WFP, a U.N. 
agency, has been restricted 
to helping only people af- 
fected by flood damage in 
North Korea. But experts 
said that this year the pro- 
gramme would be expanded 
to help about 30 per cent of 
the children, countrywide, 
under the age of five. 

It was the second straight 
day that Mr. Bums had sent 
a strong signal to Pyong- 
yang that additional U.S. 
food aid may soon be made 
available. “I wanted to re- 


inforce what I said yester- 
day,” he said. 

North Korea's ambassa- 
dor to the United Nations, 
in an interview with CNN 
Tuesday, charged that a 
briefing on the U.S.-South 
Korean proposal for Korean 
peninsula peace talks was 
twice delayed because Wa- 
shington had not carried 
through -on its .promise to . 

, s 

The United Slates insists' 
it never promised Pyong- 
yang a specific amount of 
food aid in return for North 
Korea’s participation in the 
briefing, which is aimed at 
bringing North and South 
into a dialogue aimed at 
forging a permanent peace 
on the peninsula, divided in 
the 1950-53 Korean War. 

Washington did grant Car- 
gill Inc., a licence to export 
500,000 tonnes of grain to 
North Korea. Those negoti- 
ations have bogged down 
over financing for the deal 
and the adminstration has 
refused to become involved 
in what it has called “com- 
mercial transactions” bet- 
ween North Korea and Car- 
gill- 


Sri Lankan troops push into rebel-held north 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri Lan- 
kan troops pushed deeper 
into Tamil rebel-held terri- 
tory in tbe north of tbe 
country Friday, but the mili- 
tary remained quiet about 
tbe aim of the four-day old 
operation, the biggest this 
year. 

A spokesman for the De- 
fence Ministry said guerril- 
las of the separatist Libera- 
tion Tigers of Tamil EaJam 
(LTTE), who are fighting 
for a minority Tamil home- 
land in the north and east, 
have so far offered no resis- 
tance to tbe advance. 

“Altogether, we have gone 
nearly 18 kilometres into 
enemy territory,” a De-fence 
Ministry spokesman said. 

Backed by artillery, air 
force bombers and tanks 
and led by elite commando 
and air-mobile units, the ar- 
my began the advance from 


Vavuniya, a key govern- 
ment outpost 220 kilome- 
tres north of Colombo, 
Tuesday, Sri Lanka’s Inde- 
penden ce Da y. 

The LTTE said in a state- 
ment seen Friday that gov- 
ernment troops bad been 
attacking civilians in vil- 
lages in the advance. 

The ministry spokesman 
declined to reveal the exact 
location of ihe army units or 
where they were headed, 
but military officials in the 
area said troops were ad- 
vancing in two flanks, head- 
ing north and west from 
Vavuniya. 

The officials, who dec- 
lined to be named, said one 
flank had reached a key 
road junction about 20 kilo- 
metres west of Vavuniya. 

The road leads to Madhu 
village dominated by rebel 
bases and training camps. 


Madhu houses an historic 
Christian shrine. 

It was not immediately 
clear if the troops would 
head towards Madhu or turn 
north towards the govern- 
ment-held town of KiJino- 
chchi, 70 kilometres to Va- 
vuniya’s north. 

The Defence Ministry al- 
so said the Sri Lankan Navy 
sank a rebel speedboat off 
the coast of Mannar, west of 
the the army’s offensive, 
late Wednesday. There was 
no word on casualties. 

In a statement on their 
Internet web site, the LTTE 
accused the government of 
attacking civilians in the lat- 
est offensive. 

“Early repons suggest 
there is already a significant 
civilian death toll with local 
families taken by surprise 
and the young and old com- 
pletely disoriented,” the 


statement said. 

“The unrestrained charac- 
ter of this latest military of- 
fensive confirms many ob- 
servers’ fears that an inten- 
sive. effort to diminish the 
north-east Tamil population 
was being prepared by Sri 
Lanka,” the LTTE statement 
said. 

It did not give details of 
civilian casualties. 

The military denied the 
charges. “That statement is 
wrong. Tie military does 
not attack villages nor does 
ir kill civilians. We safe- 
guard both,” the ministry 
spokesman said. 

The government says 
more than 50.000 people 
have been killed in the 14- 
year old conflict but the 
LTTE says the toll is much 
higher. 


Yeltsin brings together warring defence chiefs 


MOSCOW (R) — President 
Boris Yeltsin, moving to 
as sen his rule, summoned 
squabbling military chiefs 
to a joint public appearance 
Friday with dire warnings 
of military decline from his 
defence minister ringing 
through the Kremlin. 

The minister, Igor Rodio- 
nov, who according to the 
Russian media is engaged in 
a bitter battle^with Yeltsin’s 
chief defence adviser. Yuri 
Baturin, over military re- 
form, said Thursday night 
the country’s armed forces 
were in a “horrifying state” 
of decay. 


“No one today can guaran- 
tee the reliability of our con- 
trol systems.” he told invited 
Russian journalists. “Russia 
might soon reach the thresh- 
hoid beyond which its rockets 

and nuclear systems cannot 

be controlled ” 

He had set out some of his 
fears in a letter to Mr. Yel- 
tsin, recovering from pneu- 
monia and heart surgery at 
his country residence, and 
Prime Minister Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin. 

Mr. Rodionov, 60, faces 
serious shortages of money 
for everything from arms pur- 
chases and maintenance to 


fuel and servicemen’s pay. 

But the timing of his re- 
marks. on the eve of a joint 
appearance with Baturin, 
was clearly aimed at steal- 
ing the Kremlin defence 
aide's political thunder. 

Mr. Yeltsin had summoned 
Baturin and Rodionov to a 
joint news conference intend- 
ed to dispel any impression of 
top-level disarray in the sen- 
sitive area of national de- 
fence. The Kremlin expects 
the two to present a united 
front on reform policy. 

Mr. Rodionov gave no de- 
tails of his letter to Mr. Yel- 
tsin. But in his comments to 


the Russian media represen- 
tatives, he painted a picture 
of neglect of the nuclear ar- 
senal and army which once 
contributed greatly to Mos- 
cow's superpower status. 

His remarks signalled 
frustration at his inability to 
carry out reforms he pro- 
mised when Mr. Yeltsin ap- 
pointed him last July. 

The Russian media have 
said Mr. Baturin believes 
reforms should be planned 
largely within the confines 
of the present military bud- 
get while Mr. Rodionov 
insists considerable extra 
funds are vital. 
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Some 5,000 new recruits from the Democratic Alliance for the Liberation of Congo Zaire parade through the 
streets of Goma as part of their graduation from military training Thursday. The rebels continue to make serious 
gains on several fronts throughout Zairean territory (Reuter photo) 


rial envoy for die Great Lakes 
region held talks with French 
officials in Paris Friday as he 
launched a new bid to restore 
peace to the war-tom region, 
officials said. 

Mohammad Sahnoun, who 
also represents the Or-ganisa- 
tion of African Unity (ONU), 
met a senior aide to President 
Jacques Chirac, to discuss 
how Paris can “provide 
advice and assistance,” 
according to U.N. officials. 

Mr. Sahnoun was in the 


French capital en route to 
Africa. He left New York 
Thursday and was due to trav- 
el on to the OAU's headquar- 
ters in Addis Aba-ba. and then 
to Nairobi where he will be 
based. 

His trip comes as a new 
refugee crisis develops in 
eastern Zaire. 

The Algerian diplomat was 
due ro meet senior French 
Foreign Ministry officials 
Friday, and Emer-gency 
Humanitarian Aid Minister 


Xavier Emman-uelli 

Saturday, according to French 
officials. 

U.N. officials and some 
Western diplomats are ex- 
pressing scepticism about his 
chances of success even 
before his departure. 

With high economic stakes 
such as Zairean mineral 
resources involved, the 
United Nations is powerless 
in such situations, one U.N. 
official said. 


Mr. Sahnoun. named mv- 
cial representative hv UN 
chief Kofi Ann-ui two week** 
ago. is scheduled to arrive m 
Nairobi on Feb. II He v.il: 
then travel to the Buniii-d!.m. 
Rwandan :uid Zairean capi- 
tals before returning to hi- 
base in ihe Kcn\:in capital on 
Feb. IS. ;iccording to the U.N. 

He plaas to meet :dl the 
players involved in the con- 
flict, including TutM rebel 
leaders in eastern Zaire a- 
well as Mr. Mobutu. 


Troops patrol Pakistani town 
hit by anti-Christian riot 


MULTAN. Pakistan (AFP) — Troops 
j patrolled the central Pakistani town of 
Khanewal and its adjoining villages Friday 
after anti-Christian riots left two people 
dead and dozens injured a day earlier, offi- 
cials and witnesses said. 

The authorities lifted a curfew imposed 
. after :. thousands.. of : Muslims .attacked 
1 churches and torched houses of the minori- 
ty Christian community in the area, some 
480 kilometres southwest of Islamabad. 

The riot was sparked by the alleged dese- 
cration of the Koran, the officials and wit- 
nesses said. 

The Punjab government has ordered 1 a 
judicial investigation, claiming that sus- 
pects involved in the alleged an of blasphe- 
my had been arrested. It did not disclose 
how many were arrested nor their identities. 

Tbe government has promised cash com- 
pensation to all those affected in rioting as 
rampaging crowds set ablaze some two 
dozen houses. 

Tbe local administration also set up peace 
committees comprising Muslim and 
Christian community leaders to prevent fur- 
ther violence, they said. 

Local Muslim clerics condemned the riot- 
ing. dubbing it a “conspiracy” to create reli- 
gious tension in the country. 

Police said some 70 people detained in 
connection with Thursday’s violence had 


been released on assurances from both 
communities that they would not take the 
law into their ow n hands. 

At least two people were killed and sever- 
al injured when police trying to protect 
Sham inagar, a Christian locality near 
Khanewal, opened fire to disperse an angry 
mob. .. . 1 

Sources said at least '22 Christians were 
injured as groups of frenzied Muslims 
entered the village and set about a dozen 
houses on fire. The protestors also torched 
two churches and a students hostel at a 
Christian school. 

Doctors said at least 10 of the injured 
were still in hospital. 

Police said many families fled their 
homes in Shantinagar and another nearby 
Christian village. Bhutta-Abad. 

Official sources said Punjab Governor 
Khawaja Tareq Rahim assured a Christian 
community delegation that the government 
would give cash compensation to the affect- 
ed families to rebuild their houses. 

He hoped traditional harmony between 
the two communities would be reestab- 
lished in the region soon. 

The trouble erupted after unidentified 
people scrawled chits with derogatory 
remarks against Prophet Mohammad anil 
threw them in a mosque along with dese- 
crated pages of the Koran. 


‘U.S. has highest rate of child murders’ 


Mandela 
promises 
war on 
crime 

CaP?:-TOWN..(afp) — 
Rcisidept,, Nelson M.andefa; 
Friday -promised tough: ac- 
tion against the scourge of 
crime in South Africa, say- 
ing it had become “a threat 
to national security.” 

He also said the founda- 
tions had been laid for so- 
lid and continued econom- 
ic progress, despite a rela- 
tively low three per cent 
growth rate last year. 

In a state of the nation 
address to mark the open- 
ing of the 1997 session of 
parliament, Mr. Mandela 
said much of the crime in 
the country had its sources 
in the apartheid era. 

“Let me warn the crimi- 
nals, especially the car hi- 
jackers, the drug syndi- 
cates, those who smuggle 
weapons, corrupt person- 
nel in the criminal justice 
system, the rapists and 
child abusers ... : We will 
continue to escalate the 
offeosive against them,” 
Mr. Mandela said. “We 
will make their life really 
difficult this year. 

“Many of them have been 
identified and we have 
examined the ways in 
which they have been eva- 
ding the law," he said. “We 
are closing in on them, and 
we shall demonstrate con- 
vincingly that, in our 
young democracy, crime 
does not pay.” 

Mr. Mandela said: “It is 
quite clear that the careless 
attitude of the days of third 
force destabilisation and 
sanctions-busting is not 
only providing a haven for 
some criminals... but it is 
also plainly and simply a 
threat to national security." 

He was referring to a so- 
called “third force" of se- 
curity personnel involved 
in coven action to under- 
mine the country's transi- 
tion to multi-racial democ- 
racy. 

Mr. Mandela was opti- 
mistic on (he economy, sa- 
ying: “The South African 
economy has turned the 
comer towards consistent 
expansion ... (with) strong 
signals of a robust industri- 
al revolution in the mak- 
ing." 

He promised continued 
“commitment to the 
phased removal of remain- 
ing exchange controls" 
and. without elaborating, 
“a range of promotional 
measures and diplomatic 
initiatives ... to facilitate 
exports.” 


ATLANTA, (R) — Child- 
ren in the United States are 
five times as likely to be 
murdered and 12 times as 
likely to die because of a 
firearm than those in other 
industrialised countries, fe- 
deral health officials said. 

The Centres for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
(CDC) said the United 
Stares had the highest rates 
of childhood homicide, sui- 
cide and firearm-related 
deaths of 26 countries stud- 
ied 

“Homicide rates are five 
times higher in the United 
States, suicide rates ;ire 
double and firearm death 
rates are 12 times higher” 
than in the other countries. 
CDC medical epidemiolo- 
gist Dr. Etienne Krug said. 

The firearm-related homi- 
cide rare was 0.94 per 
1 1 10.000 children, almost 16 
limes higher than the other 
countries’ average of 0.(»6 


NEW YORK. (R) — An 
army friend of bombing sus- 
pect Timothy McVeigh said 
in a confession McVeigh told 
him he was planning to blow 
up the federal building in 
Oklahoma City in the hope of 
fomenting "some type ot ge- 
neral uprising,” CBS New.». 
reported Thursday. 

in summaries of 1995 con- 
fessiuns in federal olticuU 


per 100.000. 

“Since 1950, the rates of 
unintentional injury, disease 
and congenital anomalies 
have decreased among chil- 
dren in the United States, 
but homicide rates of chil- 
dren under the age of 15 
have tripled and suicide 
rates have quadrupled.” Dr. 
Krug said. 

In 1994. homicide was the 
third leading cause of death 
for U.S. children aged 5 to 
14 and fourth leading cause 
of death for children 1 to 4 
years of age. The CDC 
compared childhood death 
statistics with figures from 
25 oth**r countries that had 
simikir economies and a po- 
pulation of at least one mil- 
lion. 

There were 2.57 murders 
per 1(10.00(1 children bet- 
ween 1990 and 1995. the 
CDC said. The figure is five 
limes the rate of 0.51 per 
100.000 in the other coun- 


by Michael Fortier and his 
wife. Lori, which were first 
obtained by CBS Dallas affil- 
iate KTVT. ihe couple said 
they knew details of the Ok- 
lahoma City bombing in 
advance. 

‘Tim wanted In wake up 
America to ihe danger of our 
federal government and their 
intrusions on our rights. He 
vs as hoping to accomplish 


tries. There were 1.66 fire- 
arm-related deuihs per 
100.000 children during the 
same period, including mur- 
ders, suicides and accidents 
— 12 times higher than the 
average of the other conn- 
fries studied. 

Even if firearms-relaied 
homicides were excluded, 
the United States still had a 
homicide rate for children 
that was almost four times 
the other countries' rate, ihe 
CDC said. 

In all of the countries stu- 
died. nudes accounted f**r 
two-thirds of firearm-relat- 
ed homicides, three-fourths 
of firearm- related suicide* 
and S9 per cent of acciden- 
tal fireami-relaied deaths. 
Five countries — Denmark. 
Ireland. New Zealand. Si is- 
land and Taiwan — report- 
ed no intentional firearm - 
related deaths among chil- 
dren under 15. 


mg." he said. 

Mr. Fortier said he received 
a letter from Mr. Mc\eigh 
which indicated ho and Tui\ 
Nicols decided to “take ac- 
tion.” and united Mi. l-.miei 
to help lhem Mr. McVeigh 
later revealed he was plan- 
ning to hlnw up the tedeial 
building m Oklahoma City, 
ucci >iding m the con tension. 


McVeigh friend’s confession 
details Oklahoma bomb plan 


some ivpe of general upiis- 
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Report worth looking into 


THE U.S. State Department’s annual report on the 
world human rights situation touched upon Jordan 
as it does every year. The report appears to be bal- 
anced since it contained some positive as well as the 
expected negative observations when and where 
they were due. 

For starters, the US.' documentation of the global 
human rights scene is important especially where it 
pertains to us since it is prepared by not only a 
friendly government but also one that strives to be 
careful and objective in passing judgements. The 
significance of the report can also be attributed to 
Lhe fact that it is submitted to the US. Congress in 
due course. That Jordan has prided itself in being a 
demoralising country should make any degree of 
criticism less harmful to our image and credibility. 
But there always is a need to take the contents of the 
report seriously. 

The report commended Jordan for advancing its 
democratic process especially insofar as it revoked 
the emergency regime laws. The State Department 
did note with satisfaction the overall improvement 
in the human rights situation in the country. Yet the 
report chronicled a list of human rights violations 
that deserve reflection and examination by our 
authorities as well as our public. Among the string 
of accusations levelled against the country, the 
report cites allegations of mistreatment of detainees 
and prisoners, the prolonged detention of 
Jordanians without a charge and trial, die occasion- 
al practice of torture against suspects during their 
interrogation, harassment and intimidation of oppo- 
sition political parties as well as some members of 
the press. 'With regard to freedom of the press, the 
report noted that by and large the dailies are under 
the control of the state by virtue of its ownership of 
61 per cent of the shares of Ai Ra’i and 40 per cent 
of AI Dustour. the two most widely circulated news- 
papers. 

We suggest that the government respond to these 
charges in a sober, candid and responsible manner. 
The last thing that we would want to bear is a blan- 
ket denial. No doubt with regard to some of the alle- 
gations. the government would have some explana- 
tions to offer. Putting the accusations of human 
rights violations in proper perspective would also be 
helpful. No one claims that Jordan has reached per- 
fection when it comes to human rights. The same 
goes for even the most advanced nations of the 
world, including the U.S. which is still the bastion of 
freedom in the world but the scene of the most hor- 
rific human rights violations. 

For our part, we need to examine Washington’s 
observations with the aim of learning from them but 
also for the purpose of rectifying problems and 
shortcomings. As the minister of informaton. Dr. 
Manvan Muusher. conceded last year, we have some 
pockets of human rights violations that need attend- 
ing to as soon as possible. Most of all we need to 
manifest the necessary political will to redress 
banian rights violations starting with the most basic 
ones. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE 73 Israeli army officers and soldiers who died 
when their helicopters collided in mid air fell as victims 
lo Israel's expansionist policies and its aggressive stand 
towards its Arab neighbours, said Mahmoud Rimawi, a 
writer for AI Ra’i. Their death will no doubt fuel the 
ongoing controversy in Israel over the continued Israeli 
occupation of Lebanese and other Arab territories, he 
said. Just before the incident. Israeli political leaders 
were* involved in an argument over whether the Israeli 
forces should remain sining ducks inside Lebanon, 
awaiting attacks from the resistance, or whether it 
would be wiser to dispose of this extra burden and give 
up southern Lebanon to prevent further attacks from 
Hizbullah. said the writer. He said that while all other 
world nations protect their borders from inside their 
o\\ n territories. Israel stands out alone as a nation bent 
on occupying other countries' lands in order to protect 
itself, said the writer. What happened last Wednesday 
night was a natural result of Israel's persistent policy of 
occupying other countries* lands by force and subject- 
ing other people to repression and aggression, he added. 
The writer said the incident will no doubt heat up the 
Israeli controversy over occupation of southern 
Lebanon and it will definitely present a hard lesson to 
the hardline leaders of the ruling Likud Party. 


A WRITER for AI Dustour blamed the successive gov- 
ernments tor the present financial difficulties facing 
most of the country's municipal councils. Mohammad 
Dnoud said that these councils were in the past allowed 
to increase their expenses and obtain more loans for 
non-productive projects but, at the same time, they were 
not adopting serious measures to collect their dues from 
the public. Several studies have been conducted on this 
matter and numerous recommendations were put forth 
to help the councils overcome their difficulties, but 
these were not heeded and little action was taken to 
address the situation, he said. The writer demanded that 
the municipalities rationalise spending, adopt more 
effective measures in collecting dues from the public, 
refrain from borrowing and reduce the number of 
redundant staff in order to deal with the present dilem- 
ma. Referring to the upcoming municipal elections, he 
said candidates running for council membership should 
realise that they Face a difficult situation for which they 
must be well prepared and willing to take appropriate 
action. 


Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Musa Keilani 


Sudan’s woes should be solved 


THE RECENT developments in Sudan, which is already 
beset with serious problems of internal dissent, coupled 
with poverty, unemployment and natural disasters, clear- 
ly show that the country is a victim of an external plot 
aimed at further destabilising iL 

We cannot but detect an indirect but strong Israeli role 
in the new-found military strength of the southern rebels 
and the alliance the Sudanese People's Liberation Army 
(SPLA) has forged with the political parties in the north 
opposed to the Khartoum regime. 

The Israeli meddling in Sudanese affairs, now seeming 
to be directed from the Eritrean capital of Asmara, dates 
back to the 1960s when it was very clear that Wolf 
Steiner, a notorious mercenary who was fuelling rhe fire 
of dissent among southern Sudanese Christians, was on 
Israeli payroll. Since then, Israel has maintained a role in 
southern Sudan as a card to be played whenever it felt the 
Deed to do so. 

Sudan, of course, falls into the same category of 
regions that inherited problems created by the British 
colonial powers; these regions include Kashmir. 
Palestine, Cyprus, among the many. 

It seems that Israel, perhaps spurred by some of its 
allies which definitely want to topple the Islamic regime 
in Khartoum at whatever cost, is now playing that card 
with vigour. What we see as a result is a further exacer- 
bation of the destabilising situation in Sudan. 

Having said that, however, we cannot ignore the sad 
state of human rights and systematic oppression that the 
Sudanese people have been suffering for decades. Even 
those Sudanese who are living outside but continue to 
hold Sudanese passports are not spared from the tough- 


handed actions of their regime. The only argument one 
could put up in defence of the Sudanese regime is that it 
is impossible to maintain a perfect human nghts record 
in an environment of instability and lack of security of 
the country as a whole. Obviously, a stable, safe envi- 
ronment is missing in Sudan, but that should not be a 
cover for the regime to justify its oppression of its own 

P The C record of the short-lived democracy that the 
Sudanese people enjoyed in the late 80s has proved one 
thing: there is no central ideology that could bind togeth- 
er the people of the most populous country in Africa. 
Perhaps Islam is the answer, but without doubt die cur- 
rent regime in Khartoum is overdoing iL 

However, holding a regime accountable for human 
rights abuses is one thing and trying to destabilise and 
dismember the countrv itself is something else. Given the 
shape of events in Sudan, there is every indication tbat 
those who behind them are aiming at destablising and 
dismembering the country. 

Within the immediate scope of today’s situation in 
Sudan, it is no secret that many people in Africa and the 
Middle East saw it coming after eight years .of accusa- 
tions and counteraccusauons that Khartoum had turned 
into a nest for international terrorists. 

The deadlock resulting from charges that the June 1995 
assassination attempt against Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak was plotted In Khartoum, which was also 
accused of harbouring the would-be assailants after the 
attack in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, has led to an initial 
phase of international sanctions against Sudan. And, or 
so it would seem, a tightening of the sanctions is on its 


One of the answers to the question why Sudan ot all 
countries in Africa is targeted is perhaps the ties 
the regime in Khartoum and the mullahs of Iran. dOUI are 
accused of sponsoring international terrorism —- an 
euphemism when it comes to threats to Western and U.b. 
strategic interests based on economic domination of the 
region. . „ 

We in Jordan are concerned with the continued sutter- 
ing of the people of Sudan and their misery and starva- 
tion despite their country’s being one of the most fertile 
in the region. We see the course of current events in 
Sudan as definitely threatening the territorial integrity 
and sovereignty of that Arab country and adding further 
to the woes of our brothers and sisters in Sudan. 

The best course of action, as we perceive it here in 
Jordan, is through the Arab League. All concerned Arab 
leaders should meet, invite the Sudanese leaders and 
their political opponents, learn first hand what both sides 
are seeking, and find a common ground to resolve the 
problem of Sudan without non-Arab intervention. If that 
means satisfying and guaranteed Sudanese action to do 
away, once and for all, with any ground for continued 
accusations against the Khartoum regime, then the con- 
cerned Arab leadens should demand such action while 
also seeking from the political and armed opposition that 
they cease their moves that threaten the country's future. 

Indeed, it is no easy process. Painstaking efforts in all 
good faith have to be exerted to achieve that end. So the 
question is: Do the Arab leaders have the inclination and 
willingness to exert sincere and real action to solve the 
problems of a fellow Arab country? 


‘Copenhagen Declaration — a first attempt 
towards creating a world popular movement 
in support of the Middle East peace process’ 


REVIEWED BY 
ELIA NASRALLAH 


THE LOCAL Arabic dailies 
gave prominence to the results 
of last week's Middle East 
meeting held in Denmark, 
which resulted in. the 
Copenhagen Declaration, the 
mid-air collision of two 
Israeli military helicopters 
that killed 73 officers and sol- 
diers. the developments in the 
peace process and domestic 
issues. 


AI Ra’i daily said King 
Hussein’s appreciation of the 
efforts of the Jordanian team 
who participated in the 
Denmark meeting reaffirmed 
the Jordanian principled and 
turn stand vis-a-vis peace 
which, in Jordan’s view, 
should be genuine and not 
between governments in the 
form of mere charters and 
agreements on paper but one 
that caters to the needs and 
desires of the people of this 
region. 

The paper said the 
Copenhagen Declaration, 
which represents a term of 
reference for peace building, 
based on the Madrid confer- 
ence, should motivate the 
Israeli derision makers to 
accept the international 
alliance in support of an Arab- 
Israeli peace. 

Writing in AI Dustour, 
Mohammad Sqour described 
the Copenhagen Declaration 
as a first attempt towards cre- 
ating a world popular move- 
ment in support of the Middle 
East peace process, contribut- 
ing to a just and lasting Arab- 
Israeli peace. 

Regardless of who attended 
the meeting in Denmark, said 
the writer, (he declaration 
reaffirmed the need for the 
implementation of the accords 
which call for a just settle- 
ment and covers the issues of 
Jerusalem and the Palestinian 
refugees. 

He said that this popular 
movement and the declaration 
should be fully utilised by the 
Arabs and other nations in a 
manner that would promote 
the cause of peace and to 
ensure that the Middle East 
remain a zone free of all 
mass-destruction weapons. 

Saeed Abu Meizar wrote in 
AI Dustour an article describ- 
ing the Copenhagen meeting 
as consecrating the Zionist 
presence in the whole of 
Palestine since it ignored the 
Arab Palestinian rights and 
their sovereignty over the holy 
places. 

The writer, who is also head 
of the Council of Professional 
Associations in Jordan, said 
that the Arab teams participa- 
tion in such meeting should be 
condemned because they have 
accepted what he described as 


a de facto situation imposed 
by Israel and the world 
Zionist organisations. 

Writing under the pen name 
Meem. a writer for AI Ra'i 
daily had earlier said that 
while no Jordanians have yet 
aired their views concerning 
the Copenhagen - Declaration. 
Egyptian writer Mohammad 
Sayed Ahmad criticised it as 
having no mention of a 
Palestinian state. Jerusalem 
and the withdrawal of Israeli 
forces form the Golan and 
having failed to tackle the 
refugees question. 

The writer also noted that 
Egyptian writer Lutfi Khouli 
has defended the meeting in 
Copenhagen, which was 
attended by Egyptian. 
Jordanian. Palestinian and 
Israeli personalities, as help- 
ing to bridge the gap among 
the conflicting parties. 

A day after “Meem's" arti- 
cle appeared. Suleiman Arar. a 
former speaker of the Lower 
House of Parliament wrote in 
the same paper that peace can 
by no means be achieved in 
our region with the mere sign- 
ing of the Copenhagen 
Declaration. The writer, who 
is head of AI Mustakbal polit- 
ical party, said that peace can 
only be achieved in practice, 
rather than words, through ter- 
minating all Israel's repres- 
sion and arrogance and the 
return of the legitimate Arab 
rights. 

The writer also voiced criti- 
cism of the manner in which 
the declaration was issued, 
saying that very limited time 
was given to the participants 
to air their views and the dec- 
laration was prepared for the 
signature in advance, pledging 
the teams’ consent to agreeing 
to the formation of a “peace 
bloc”. 

He said that the peace bloc 
can by no means achieve its 
objectives as long as Israel 
continues to occupy Arab 
lands and as long as the 
Palestinians are deprived of 
the right to establish their 
state on their own land and as - 
long as Israel continues lo 
hold a formidable arsenal of 
conventional and mass- 
destruction weapons threaten- 
ing its neighbours. 

A writer for AI Ra'i said that 
as the Middle East is entering 
a new era of peace and a new- 
age of economic develop- 
ment, as is envisaged by the 
Copenhagen Declaration and 
the Davos conference, there is 
no justification for the waste 
of huge funds on arms. 

Citing recent estimates that 
the Arab- Israeli conflict has 
so far cost S300 billion. Zcid 
Hamzeh said that spending on 
arms was regrettably continu- 
ing not only to protect Arab 
territory from Israel's expan- 


sionist ends but also as a pre- 
cautionary measure against 
attacks and aggression that 
could come from Arab stales 
against one another. 

Fahed Fanek, a writer for AI 
Ra’i, said that contrary to 
■ what - ; the- -Egyptian 1 J writer 
Mohammad Saved Ahmad 
said, echoed by Mr. Arar, the 
Copenhagen Declaration did 
mention the Palestinian state, 
the Jewish settlements and die 
Palestine refugees' rights, as 
well as the question of water 
resources, the arras race and 
the need for the implementa- 
tion of U.N. Security Council 
resolutions on the exchange of 
land for peace. 

The writer said that regard- 
less of the fact that the Arabs 
are the weaker side in the 
equation and that Israel is 
armed to its teeth, there can be 
no alternative to negotiations 
for the attainment of peace. 


crates the principle of 
exchanging land for peace, 
said the writer. 

Praising the Jordanian 
team's efforts at the meeting, 
the writer said that all partici- 
pants and those, who drafted 
the declaration had one -com- 
cem in mind: to end the con- 
flict and establish a lasting 


practical steps to force Israel 
to withdraw from the Arab 


peace. 

Discussing the helicopter 
accident, a writer for AI Ra'i 
daily said a committee set up 
to investigate the causes of the 
crash should draw a lesson 
from what happened and rec- 
ommend that the only way for 
ending tragedies and blood- 
shed lies with the withdrawal 
of Israeli forces from the 
occupied Lebanese territories. 

The loss of tbe Israeli troops 
dealt a severe blow to the 
Israeli society which is bound 
to realise that occupation of 
other countries’ lands is very 


the wE&mmmmm 


The writer said Arab- Israeli 
meetings and dialogues are 
useful especially as Israeli 
thinkers and intellectuals have 
more influence on the Israeli 
society than their government; 
he cited the Peace Now move- 
ment in Israel as having led 
the campaigns for peace since 
the I9S2 Israeli aggression on 
Lebanon. 

Ahmad Misleh. another AI 
Ra'i columnist commended 
the daily for publishing the 
text of the Copenhagen 
Declaration and the Jordanian 


team's active participation 
which, he said, resulted in the 
addition of important para- 
graphs to it. 

But he said it remains to be 
seen whether the declaration 
will have any positive effect 
on the Israeli decision makers 
and whedier it will actually 
contribute to peace. 

Although the declaration 
could be described as having 
broken the psychological bar- 
riers between the Israelis and 
the Arabs, he said, it would be 
interesting to see if the Israeli 
government is concerned with 
breaking the ice. 

He said all such dialogues 
will not succeed as long as 
Israel remains determined to 
pursue all forms of repression 
and maintain occupation of 
Arab land. 

Sultan Hauab. a writer for 
AI Ra’i, said that the 
Copenhagen Declaration was 
another step of non govern- 
mental parties towards sup- 
porting the Arab- Israeli peace 
process. 

The Copenhagen 

Declaration, he said, reaffirms 
the spirit of the Madrid con- 
ference of 1991 and conse- 


costly and will continue to 
cause bleeding on both sides 
of the line, said a columnist 
for AI Ra’i daily writing 
under the pen name Meem. 

The writer said once Israel 
has pulled its forces from the 
occupied Arab lands, it will 
pave the way for a just peace: 
and once it has given up its 
lust for war and for occupa- 
tion, the Jewish state will be 
proving its sincere desire to be 
part of the region. 

Echoing this view, Taher 
Adwan, a writer for AI 
Dustour. said that the contin- 
ued occupation of southern 
Lebanon, which began in 
1982. is causing suffering and 
tragedies for both Lebanon 
and Israel. 

The writer said that 
Hizbollah and die Lebanese 
resistance movement have all 
the right to fight the occupa- 
tion forces and liberate their 
lands and the fact that 
Hizbollah has been described 
as an extremist resistance 
group is due to the extremism 
and the evil nature displayed 
by the Israelis and their per- 
sistence to pursue their 
aggression against the 
Lebanese. 

As long as Israel’s leaders 
continue to show arrogance 
and continue to occupy Arab 
lands, he said, the Israeli soci- 
ety is bound to face more 
tragedies. He added that the 
only way to peace is through 
ending occupation. 

Commenting on a statement 
by the new U.N. Secretary 
General Koffi An an. calling 
on Israel to withdraw its 
forces from all occupied Arab 
lands, a writer for AI Ra’i said 
that the Arabs look forward to 


to 
visit 
as an 
the 


territories. 

Mahmoud Rimawi said that 
what is needed is the imple- 
mentation of U.N. Security 
Coqncil.' Rpolutiqn.. 
which calls for an epsf to 
Israel’s occupation ’of ‘Arab 
lands in exchange for peace. 

The U.N. secretary general, 
who has spent 35 years in the 
world organisation, realises 
tbe root cause of the Middle 
East problem and his state- 
ment only weeks after assum- 
ing his post clearly reflects his 
views that peace cannot be 
achieved as long as occupa- 
tion persists. 

The writer said the Arabs 
look forward to practical 
steps by the U.N. chief to help 
pressure Israel into complying 
with the world organisation’s 
resolutions. 

A writer for AI Dustour 
commemed on Benyamin 
Netanyahu’s invitation 
Pope John Paul n to 
Jerusalem and Israel 

attempt to weaken 

Palestinian stand in the com- 
ing final status negotiation. 

. Mohammad Kawash said 
that Mr. Netanyahu is also try- 
ing to capitalise on the agree- 
ment he reached with the 
Palestinian leadership on the 
redeployment of Israeli forces 
in the Hebron p_rea by show- 
ing the world that Israel 
desires peace with its neigh- 
bours. 

But he said Israel has 
changed the facts on 
ground, has not ended its 
occupation of lands belonging 
to three Arab states and has 
failed to recognise the rights 
of the Palestinians to an inde- 
pendent slate, something 
which is bound to keep the 
Jewish state isolated. 

By inviting the Pope to 
Israel, said the writer, Mr. 
Netanyahu is trying to break 
this isolation bur the Arabs, 
mainly the Christians among 
them, ought to foil this evil 
Israeli ploy. 

Writing under the heading: 
“There can be no peace with- 
out Syria,” a writer for AI Ra'i 
said that Benyamin 
Netanyahu is trying to throw 
sand in the eyes of the world 
by declaring that the Jewish 
state is willing to reach peace 
with Syria. Ibrahim Absi said 
that while making his claim, 
Mr. Netanyahu is also openly 
declaring that the Israeli 
forces will ever oj ve U p 
occupied Syrian lands. 

How can Syria make peace 
with Israel when pans of its 
territory are occupied, and 
how can Damascus start peace 
talks with a man whose gov- 
ernment is determined to 
retain Syrian lands for ever 
under the pretext of ensuring 


not 

the 


security for Israel, asked the 
writer. 

Israel's false claims about 
peace are exposed to the 
world and the Israeli leaders 
can deceive no one, said the 
writer who stressed l th^t Syria 
is^backcd its/legftirnale 7 
right in its lands and support-’ 
ed by the Arab World in its 
endeavours to secure an end to 
occupation. 

Writing on the situation in 
Sudan. Naji AJloush. a colum- 
nist for Al Dustour, said the 
battles in Sudan came about 
not because the military junta 
in Sudan adopts Islamic fun- 
damentalism and is.not pursu- 
ing a democratic rule but 
rather because the enemies of 
the Arab World are conspiring 
to divide that country and 
weaken iL 

What is happening to Sudan 
is a carbon copy of what has 
been done to Lebanon and 
what is being done in Algeria 
and this is an international 
plot designed by the big world 
powers to impose domination 
on the Arab region, charged 
the writer. 

An editorial in Al Aswaq 
daily discussed the impor- 
tance of scientific research, 
noting that in the industri- 
alised countries such research 
is considered essential for the 
development of industrial pro- 
duction. 

The writer said that due to 
its high cost, scientific 
research has not been adopted 
in the developing nations. 
Referring to the situation in 
Jordan, the paper said it is 
regrettable that there has been 
no link yet between research 
conducted by the country's 
universities and the private 
sector's industries. 

The writer said that despite 
this situation, the Higher 
Council for Science and 
Technology has volunteered 
to assume this important task 
which the paper described as 
serving as an the “umbilical 
linking universities 
with industry. 

It said that such voluntary 
work should prompt the local 
industries l0 embark on 
research and end their total 
dependence on others, in line 
with repeated calls made by 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan on different 
occasions. 

The paper said that such a 
trend is badly needed in view 
of Jordan's impending accord 
°n partnership with the 
European nations. The paper 
farther demanded thar 
Prince's Hasson's call for the 
creation of a special fund to 
support scientific research be 
heeded as it would contribute 
most positively to solving 
reuny of industry's problems. 
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Jordan after 40 years — more educated, 
more beautiful, equally hospitable 
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By Frank Gardner 

BEFORE AN audience of 
thousands a battery of 
floating paraffin tanks 
pumps gas flares high into 
the night sky. The flares 
are synchronised in perfect 
time to the music of two of 
die Gulfs most popular 
singers and the crowd’s 
delight ripples across the 
still water of Abu Dhabi's 
comiche bay. Twenty five 
years since independence, 
the United Arab Emirates 
has come of age and this is 
one birthday party where 
no expense has been 
spared. 

While Abu Dhabi, the 
federal capital, has been 
hosting princes, ministers, 
and even Jacques 
Cousteau, in a week-long 
euphoria of self-congratu- 
lation, Dubai — the coun- 
try's pulsing commercial 
heart — has gone all out to 
break records. The world's 
largest cake, 2.5 kilometre 
long and weighing 73,000 
kilogrammes, was reduced 
to sticky crumbs as 
Dubai’s more gullible citi- 
zens swallowed the 
rumours that it contained 
the key to a dream sports 
car. A 1 ,200 metre flag was 
carried through the streets 
while the world’s largest 
bouquet of flowers, mea- 
suring 45 square metres, 
was presented to the coun- 
try 's 78-year-old president, 
Sheikh Zaid A1 Nahayan. 

For a country that is 
something of an artificial 
federation of seven previ- 
ously far from neighbourly 
emirates, the UAE has 
come a long way in a short 
time. When the Union Jack 
was lowered in 1971, the 
cgu^try comprised little 
I collection ,of. 

; oases, fishing villages and 
‘ crumbling mud huts hous- 
ing a poor population of 
just 180,000. Today, with 
12 million people and an 
annual oil reveaue of over 
$9bn, the UAE boasts one 
of the highest average per 
capita incomes in the 
world. 

But economic success 
has come at a price. While 
imported labour has trans- 
formed the country from 
tents and huts to soaring 
skyscrapers, the local pop- 
ulation is now heavily out- 
numbered by Asians, West- 
erners and expatriate 
Arabs. These foreigners 
comprise over 80 per cent 
of the workforce and any- 
one taking a stroll through 
the Dubai suq could be for- 
given for thinking they 
were in downtown 
Karachi. Until two months 
ago, 300,000 of them, 
mainly Asians, were in the 
country illegally, outstay- 
ing their visas, sneaking 
across bonders and falling 
victim to unscrupulous 
recruiting agents who 
sometimes left them 


stranded and jobless once 
inside the country. A dra- 
conian new law now lands 
anyone caught employing 
illegal workers in prison 
with a $3,000 fine. While 
building-site managers are 
bemoaning the sudden loss 
of cheap casual labour and 
many taxi drivers are dri- 
ving round in their empty 
cars in despair, most long- 
term residents agree that 
the proliferation of uncon- 
trolled labour was a time- 
bomb waiting to explode. 
“The government was 
under pressure to solve the 
problem quickly,” says 
Said Qamar Hass an of the 
Khaleej Times, “it was 
only a matter of time 
before a criminal element 
came into the equation.” 
The dramatic disappear- 
ance, however temporary, 
of over 10 per cent of the 
workforce is bound to 
affect the UAE’s ambitious 
growth plans — Dubai has 
just unveiled a five-year 
plan which aims for 5 per 
cent annual growth — but 
the government takes a 
sanguine view. Master of 
the American soundbite, 
the information ministry’s 
Ibrahim A1 Abed puts it 
this way: “We would rather 
have an orderly slow-down 
than boom time in a jun- 
gle.” 


“When the 
Union Jack was 
lowered in 
1971 , the coun- 
try comprised 
little more than 
a collection of 
oases, .Jwhing 
villages aita 
crumbling mud 
huts housing a 
poor population 
of just 180,000. 
Today, with 2.2 
million people 
and an annual 
oil revenue of 
over $9bn, the 
UAE boasts one 
of the highest 
average per 
capita incomes 
in the world." 


One business which 
shows no sign of slowing, 
however, is Dubai's elec- 
tronics market, thanks to 
the massive influx of visi- 
tors from Russia and the 
former Soviet Union. For 
the past three years they 
have been pumping close 
to $lbn a year into the 


reserves 

UAE’s economy as cheap 
flights bring them in on 1 5- 
day visas, allowing them to 
load up with goods from 
the Far East that are often 
unattainable at home. “For 
them it is like a business,” 
says Elena Klokova, a trav- 
el agent from Siberia. 
“They pay maybe $500 a 
time for a return ticket 
from Moscow, then make 
much more in profit when 
they sell the goods back 
home. Some of them come 
every week." Even a new 
Russian tax on cash being 
taken out of the country is 
failing to dampen the 
enthusiasm of the suitcase 
traders. Today many of the 
shop signs in Dubai suq are 
in Cyrillic, business cards 
are printed in Russian, 
English and Arabic, and a 
recent survey puts them as 
the highest spending visi- 
tors to the UAE — at $938 
a day. 

If there is any cloud on 
the UAE’s horizon then it 
probably comes from the 
direction of Iran, the large 
and unpredictable neigh- 
bour just six hours away by 
speedboat across the Gulf. 
Professing itself the friend 
of all the Gulf states, Iran 
seized control four years 
ago of three Gulf islands 
supposedly shared with the 
UAE. Situated slap in the 
middle of the Gulf ship- 
ping lanes, and providing a 
perfect staging post for the 
Iranian navy, the islands 
remain a persistent 
obstruction to good rela- 
tions between the two 
.eppriroes,, While .the. UAE 
is busy building up its 
armed forces against an 
unspecified threat, signing 
bilateral defence treaties 
with the West, Sheikh Zaid 
chooses his words careful- 
ly, if peevishly, in his 
December National Day 
address: “We now renew 
our call to the Islamic 
Republic of Iran to respond 
positively to our initia- 
tives... from our side, we 
have shown our goodwill 
towards Iran in more than 
one fashion." 

But for a country sitting 
on a further 100 years of 
oil reserves, goodwill is a 
commodity in abundance 
here. As the firework palm 
trees climbed into the sky 
on National Day, a cheer 
went up from the 20.000 
spectators. As the oldest 
and perhaps shrewdest 
ruler in the Gulf, Sheikh 
Zaid’s rule will be a tough 
act to beat 

Middle East International 


By Ronald Kirkwood 

FORTY-FIVE years ago, as 
a new college graduate, I 
volunteered to work over- 
seas with the Mennonite 
Central Committee, a relief 
agency that still has offices 
in Jordan. When the letter 
arrived telling me I was 
assigned to Jericho, in the 
Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan, I was totally puz- 
zled. 1 had heard of Jeri- 
cho, but I knew nothing of 
the Middle East, let alone 
Jordan. When I asked oth- 
ers, I did not get much 
help. Either they thought 1 
would be living in a primi- 
tive land of sand, camels 
and nomads or that I would 
be in constant danger from 
waning factions. But being 
young and naive, I looked 
forward to at least a very 
unique experience, even if 
it could be full of hardship 
and danger. 

Well, it was a veiy unique 
experience indeed, but not 
what 1 expected. Instead of 
hardship, I found a land 
with history at every turn, a 
culture endlessly fascinat- 
ing and certainly the 
friendliest and most hos- 
pitable people I had ever 
met It was quite an educa- 
tion for a young farm boy, 
and it left an indelible 
impression. 

I never forgot Jordan and 
always yearned to return, 
but I never expected to 
have the chance because of 
responsibilities and 


finances. Then I learned of 
fellowships offered by the 
American School of Orien- 
tal Research (ACOR) in 
Amman. I applied and was 
awarded a three-month fel- 
lowship. 

So on SepL 1, 19 96. I 
found myself on a plane 
from Cairo to Amman. 
While I was much more 
knowledgeable than I had 
been 40 years before, 1 still 
did not know exactly what 
to expect. The Amman I 
remembered from 1953 
was a small city, a rather 
provincial capital. I knew, 
of course, that it had 
changed, but 1 was really 
quite unprepared for the 
new Amman. 

My first surprise was the 
beautiful Queen Alia 
International Airport where 
I was smoothly guided 
through customs. This was 
indeed a change from 
1953. As I stepped outside 
the airport, I was refreshed 
by the pleasant temperature 
after the intense heat of 
Cairo. The taxi ride from 
the airport to ACOR was 
my first introduction to 
modem Jordan. The two- 
lane asphalt roads I 
remembered were now 
four-lane lighted boule- 
vards crowded with traffic. 
The only thing that looked 
familiar was the hilly ter- 
rain and the stone build- 
ings. 

As we entered the city, I 
was even more amazed by 
the modem buildings, tree- 


lined boulevards, attractive 
shops and smooth-flowing 
traffic. What impressed me 
most, however, was the 
cleanliness: streets and 

sidewalks were virtually 
liner free, a condition I 
found repeated at the beau- 
tiful and immaculate cam- 
pus of the University of 
Jordan. (Few U.S. cities or 
universities could boast 
this kind order!. The only 
landmark I recognised in 
the new Amman was the 
Roman theatre, but it was 
much restored. 

I also remembered stay- 
ing at the old Philadelphia 
Hotel which was now 
housed in a beautiful new 
facility. Later, the manage- 
ment there graciously 
invited me to look at pho^ 
tographs of the old hotel, as 
I remembered it from 1953. 

Over the next few months 
I continued to be impressed 
by the "new" Jordan. 
While the city seemed to 
function smoothly, it also 
seemed alive and full of 
optimism. Everywhere 
there were new buildings 
under construction, new 
shops opening, new roads 
being built. This spirit was 
not only evident in 
Amman, however. Travel- 
ling throughout much of 
Jordan, T could see 
progress in a country wilh 
limited natural resources. 

As an educator, T was 
particularly interested in 
Jordan’s klucational sys- 
tem. I soon discovered that 


its educated populace was 
the Kingdom’s main 
resource. The literacy rate 
is very high, even among 
the poor. I visited a number 
of schools and gave a lec- 
ture at two — Princess Alia 
Community College and 
the University of Jordan. 
Since I speak only a few 
phrases of Arabic.’ the lec- 
tures were in English. 1 
found that the students 
understood me perfectly 
and asked many intelligent 
questions afterward. 

(American college students 
who are rarely bilingual 
should take note). 

Educationally then, 
things had also certainly 
changed from 40 years 
before when 1 had taught a 
group of boys from the 
refugee camps outside of 
Jericho, on the West Bank. 

The one thing, though, 
that had not changed in the 
40 years since I left Jordan 
was the friendliness of the 
people. They were still as 
warm and hospitable as 1 
remembered. All the guide- 
books 1 read before leaving 
the States remark on this 
friendliness. The famous 
Arab hospitality to 
strangers is no myth. From 
taxi drivers lo shopkeepers, 
from professors to govern- 
ment officials. 1 was 
always treated with cour- 
tesy and respect. 

Before I left for Jordan I 
contacted a woman jour- 
nalist who writes for the 
Wall Street Journal. She 


has written and travelled 
extensively in the Middle 
EasL She said that 1 should 
have little difficulty work- 
ing in Jordan because of its 
educated population, the 
openness of its institutions 
and government and the 
friendliness of its people. 
She was right on all counts. 

I recall artending the 
coronation of His Majesty 
King Hussein in 1953 ri do 
not recall how I got invit- 
ed). He was a very young 
man then, working against 
tremendous odds. Today he 
is highb respected 
throughout the world as a 
man of integrity and a 
voice of reason. He contin- 
ues to lead his country into 
modernity without sacrific- 
ing its unique traditions. 
Under his leadership, the 
people of Jordan seem to 
take pride in their country, 
and they should. While 
there is still much to do. 
much has been accom- 
plished. Because of their 
spirit. I haw great faith in 
the people of .Ionian. And I 
would also like to say 
“thank you for my memo- 
ries of your country." I will 
fly your flag proudly, wear 
my Jordanian emblem on 
my shin. and. "inshallair, 1 
shall return some da\ to j 
land and people 1 love. 

Tin' writer is (uvst'iuly pro- 
fessor of English in East 
Peoria, Illinois. He con- 
tributed this article ro the 
Jordan Tunes. 


Australians turning to Buddhism and Islam 


By Michael Perry 
Reuter 

SYDNEY — The musky 
smell of joss sticks and the 
sight of saffron-robed Bud- 
dhist monks are becoming 
ever more frequent in Aus- 
tralia, while every Friday 
the Islamic call to prayer 
wafts across Sydney via a 
community radio station. 

In western Sydney, Aus- 
tralian schoolchildren in 
Muslim hijab headscarfs 
face Mecca and pray in 
Arabic during morning 
assembly, while steelwork- 
ers south of Sydney visit 
the biggest Buddhist temple 
in the southern hemisphere. 

As Australia’s multicul- 
tural society blossoms, 
many people are turning 
away from traditional west- 
ern religions and looking 
towards Asia and the Mid- 
dle East for spiritual 
enlightenment 

According to the latest 
census. Buddhism has 
become the fastest growing 
faith in Australia, growing 
300 per cent between 1981 
and 1991, closely followed 
by Islam, 

In 1991 there were 
140,000 Buddhists. The 
1996 census conducted last 
month is expected to show 
about 200,000, or one per- 
cent of Australia's IS mil- 


lion population are Bud- 
dhists. 

Some Buddhist leaders 
believe their followers will 
make up 10 per cent of the 
population within 50 years. 

The growth in Buddhism, 
albeit from a low base, has 
been largely due to migra- 
tion, with a third of Bud- 
dhists bora in Vietnam and 
20 per cent in Malaysia, 
Cambodia or Laos. 

But there is a growing list 
of Anglo-Celtic Australians 
convening to Buddhism. 
Tens of thousands of Aus- 
tralians are flocking to hear 
the words of Tibet's exiled 
spiritual leader, the Dalai 
llama, during his current 
two-week visit. 

“Life is becoming more 
stressful in Australia and 
people are looking for a 
way to overcome that 
stress, so they are looking 
to practices like Bud" 
dhism,” said Graeme Lyall, 
a 65-year-old convert and 
chairman of the Buddhist 
Council of New South 
Wales. 

Buddhists also say their 
godless faith fits well with 
Western scientific and secu- 
lar perspectives, making it 
attractive to Australians of 
Christian origin. 

‘Traditional religions are 
finding they have conflicts 
with advances in science. 


Buddhism doesn't have any 
conflicts with science as the 
Buddha taught there are 
many world systems," 
explained Lyall. 

The Dalai .Lama .said 
.. Buddhism has.^sojie^m^ ; 
fashionable iiovesferij jKjcij- 1 
eties. “I think the concept 
of one truth, one religion, is 
out of date,” said the 
Tibetan god-king. 

Islam has also experi- 
enced a dramatic rise in 
Australia. 

According to the 1991 
census there were 300,000 
Muslims in Australia. The 
figure today is likely to be 
close to 500.000. 

The increase in the num- 
ber of Muslims has been 
through the growth of fam- 
ilies — growth reflected in 
the Australian dollars 300 
million ($237 million) 
worth of marble mosques 
and Islamic schools in Syd- 
ney and Melbourne. 

“We are seeing more and 
more young people coming 
forward and becoming 
more attached to Islam,” 
said Ali Roude, chairman of 
the Islamic Council of New 
South Wales. 

“You walk in the streets 
and you find young women, 
Muslim women, wearing 
the liijab as an expression 
of their identity and belief. 
The more facilities we 


have, the more interest 
there is from young people 
to become involved.” 

Both Buddhism and Islam 
have long histories in Aus- 
. tralia. 

Mr. Lyall said Buddhism 
■ may date back to the 1 4th 
century when Chinese 
sailors reached the nonhem 
lip of Australia. 

But die first significant 
signs of Buddhism 
occurred at the turn of the 
centuiy when thousands of 
Cliinese arrived during the 
country's gold rush. Mr. 
Lyall says an estimated 
30,000 Buddhists worked 
the gold fields of eastern 
Australia. 

Islam came to Australia in 
the ISOOs with Muslim 
camel drivers brought out 
to help explore the arid 
interior of the country. But 
Islam's initial impact was 
negligible — herds of feral 
camels and abandoned 
mosques were the only- 
legacy. 

The introduction in 1901 
of the white Australia poli- 
cy, a racist immigration law 
which judged migrants on 
their English, saw Buddhist 
and Muslim numbers drop 
dramatically. 

The end of the racist poli- 
cy by the early 1970s and a 
need for cheap labour saw 
Middle Eastern migrants 


welcomed, while conflict in 
Indochina resulted in Bud- 
dhist refugees. 

But Australians were not 
tolerant of either, ranking 
Islam and Buddhism the 
two most disliked faiths. 

Today. Australia is a mul- 
ticultural society where eth- 
nicity is protected by law. 

‘The Australian way of 
life encourages tolerance 
and respect, so it is easier to 
practice a non- Western reli- 
gion in this country than in 
other countries,” said Kerry 
Trembath. a Catholic who 
convened to Buddhism 10 
years ago. 

Silnia Ihrum. an Anglo- 
Celtic Protestant who con- 
verted to Islam and founded 
the Noor-AI-Houda Islamic 
school in western Sydney, 
said it took time for her 
peers to accept her deci- 
sion. 

“If you have the courage 
of your convictions here 
and are prepared to pursue 
them, you get a lot of 
respect,” she said. 

Mr. Iliram said many of 
her students, who wear the 
hijab not only at school but 
at home, had lost touch 
with Islam and that reli- 
gious tolerance had grown 
with education. "Educators 
now teach Islam as not such 
a heathen religion,” Mr. 
Ihram said. 
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200,000 pray at Aqsa 


(Continued from page 1) 

tele with free concerts on his 
oud. 

“People need a little relief. 
It’s not often we get people 
singing in the streets," Mr. 
Kurdi said. “During the ‘Ed, 
die Old City will be full of 
people at night." 

Rauf Jarbawi, 27, a 
Jerusalem resident who sat lis- 
tening to Mr. Kurdi at an Old 
City cafe Thursday night, 
agreed. “A1 Quds is often 
depressing," he said. 

“We’re cut off from the rest 
of the West Bank and we have 
to deal with the Israeli occupa- 
tion, so generally no one feels 
inclined to celebrate." 

“But for Ramadan, and 
especially for the ‘Ed. we 
have to get out and live a lit- 
tle," he said. 

Local officials also organ- 
ised an “AJ Quds Festival,” 
which drew full houses for a 
series of concerts by mystical 
sufi singers from Morocco and 
Turkey, as well as Palestinian 
musicians. 

The militant Islamic Jihad 
group had called for Pales- 
tinians to protest excavations 


by Israel 

under die AJ Aqsa Mosque 
compound. 

“March tomorrow to A1 
Aqsa Mosque, go through the 
checkpoints, challenge the 
Zionist enemy,” the group said 
in a leaflet faxed to the Associ- 
ated Press Thursday. 

The leaflet said Israel is dig- 
ging underneath the AI Aqsa 
compound. 

Israel has fiady denied the 
claims, saying it is amply 
preparing two ancient water 
cisterns outside the compound 
to be opened for tourists. 

The tunnels in question, 
toured by an Associated Press 

reporter, appeared to run paral- 
lel to the compound wall — 
not under iL 

The Palestinian legislative 
council approved a statement 
Thursday declaring that Israel 
was digging under the mosque 
with the goal of “the destruc- 
tion of the mosque.” 

“We firmly warn Israel not to 
continue the excavation." said 
the statement, broadcast on the 
official voice of Palestine radio 
station. 

Hashem Zeghayer, the 
Jerusalem council member 


who raised the issue, acknowl- 
edged that the council had no 
evidence of any alleged exca- 
vations. He said he had toured 
the tunnels himself and agreed 
that they did not appear to go 
under the Ai Aqsa compound 

But ‘’because of the history 
of mistrust and bad intentions 
on part of the Israeli govern- 
ment, we don’t trust that they 
won’t dig under the mosque," 
be told the AP. 

“We are going to have our 
own experts and people launch 
a field investigation into the 
matter, so we can find out 
exactly where this tunnel is 
going.” 

The claims were first raised 
last week by Sheikh Raed 
Salah of the Islamic Move- 
ment in Israel. They touch on 
the most explosive issue in the 
Israel-PSlestinian conflict 
sovereignty over Jerusalem 
and its holy sites. 

Similar accusations in Sep- 
tember about a different tunnel 

— made amid widespread 
Palestinian anger over the 
stalling of the peace process 

— sparked Israeli-Palestinian 
clashes that lolled more than 
80 people. 


'Eid AI Fitr 
holidays 
begin today 

(Continued from page 1) 

Palestinian-Israeli track. 

President Arafat briefed the 
King on the outcome of the 
Davos conference which Presi- 
dent Arafat attended along with 
President Mubarak and Israeli 
Premier Benyamin Netanyahu. 

They stressed the need to fol- 
low up coordination and to give 
special focus to the issue of the 
Holy City, Jerusalem, in partic- 
ular. 

The King and Mr. Arafat 
stressed “the need to continue 
bilateral coordination on the 
matter and to affirm Jerusalem's 
Arab and Islamic identity.” 

Faisal Husseini. the Palestin- 
ian National Authority official 
in cbaige of Jerusalem request- 
ed King Hussein on Monday to 
discuss Israeli moves to expand 
the Jewish presence in East 
Jerusalem when be meets Mr. 
Netanvahu. Mr. Netanyahu can- 
celled their meeting scheduled 
for Wednesday after 73 Israeli 
soldi era were killed in a mid-air 
collision over northern Israel 
Tuesday night. 


Israel drops probe into Aqsa firing 


Israel resumes Lebanon 
helicopter flights 


(Continued from page 1) 

Arafat described him as a 
"martyr,” the Palestinian 
news agency WAFA report- 
ed. 

Hamshari’s death brings 
the total number of Pales- 
tinians killed in the fighting 
to 65. Fifteen Israeli soldiers 
and border police also died. 

The fighting broke out 
after Israeli Prune Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
ordered the opening of a 
new entrance to controver- 
sial archaeological tunnel 
close to the holiest Muslim 
site in Jerusalem. 

It also reflected Palestin- 
ian frustration at lack of 
progress in the peace 
process, which they blamed 
on Mr. Netanyahu’s new 
right-wing government 

Israel accused Mr. Arafat 
of deliberately engineering 
the protests which led to the 
fighting. 

The justice ministry 
meanwhile said in a state- 
ment faxed to Reuters on 
Friday that investigators 
found that some policemen 
had fired rubber bullets from 
close range but could not 
determine who caused the 


casualties. 

“It emerged in the investi- 
gation that during the event 
at times there was excessive 
use of force without any 
need towards people on the 
(Sharam AI Sharif) and 
some cases of firing rubber 
bullets unjustifiably and 
from a forbidden range,” the 
statement said. 

“From the entire findings 
of the inquiry it was not pos- 
sible to identify the individ- 
ual shooter whose gun 
caused the casualties. There- 
fore there was no choice but 
to close the file,”it said. 

Police spokesmen 

declined to comment on the 
report. 

Palestinians have charged 
that Israeli police used live 
amm unition and rubber bul- 
lets when they stormed Al 
Aqsa Mosque compound to 
quell a demonstration 
against Israel’s opening of 
tunnel near the shrine. At 
least 50 Palestinians were 
wounded during the vio- 
lence. 

Israel said at the time that 
police acted after protesters 
hurled rocks over a wall at 
Jewish worshippers praying 
at the Western Wall. ■ 


(Continued from page 1} 

who was speaking and 
not the ambassador of 
another country.” 

Minister of Informa- 
tion Bassem Sabeh 
denounced “remarks of 
certain diplomats ... who 
used the Lebanese media 
to justify the Israeli 
aggressive stands against 
Lebanon.” 

“The problem is not the 
U.S. ambassador him- 
self. The real problem is 
that there is a Jewish 


Zionist administration in 
Washington," said Min- 
ister for Displaced Per- 
sons, Walid Junblart. 

The pro-Syrian Al 
Safir newspaper dubbed 
Mr. Jones “the ambas- 
sador for the Israeli 
dead” while the Al 
Aharq daily described 
him as the “ugly Ameri- 
can” and demanded that 
“this arrogant ambas- 
sador” be expelled. 
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8 Economy 


World Bank expects five per cent 
Palestinian growth this year 


OCCUPIED JERUSA- 
LEM (R) — The Palestin- 
ian economy could stow 


by about five per cent in 
1997 following two years 


1997 following two years 
of setbacks if Israeli-PLO 
political ties continue to 
improve, a senior World 
Bank economist has said 

But Aii Khadr. deputy 
head of the World Bank 
mission in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, said that 
this depended on Israel 
continuing to allow at least 
35,000 Palestinians to work 
in its territory and the free 
flow of goods between the 
two sides. 

“We are very much hop- 
ing that the political rela- 
tionship between Israel and 
the Palestinian National 
Authority will stabilise so 
that the impact of the secu- 
rity issue on workers and 
on merchandise flows is as 
favourable as possible,** 
Mr. Khadr said. 


“It should be possible to 
generate a reasonable out- 
put and expenditure growth 
on that basis, perhaps in the 
order of five per cent in real 
terms,” he added. 

Israel forced the Palestin- 
ian economy nearly to its 
knees in 1996 after it sealed 
off the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip following mili- 
tant suicide bombings in 
February and March. 

Mr. Khadr estimated that 
Palestinian gross domestic 
product (GDP.) shrank by 
between one and two per 
cent in 1 996 due to Israeli 
closures that deprived 
about 60.000 West Bank 
and Gaza workers of jobs 
in Israel and curtailed 
Palestinian exports. 

Earlier estimates made in 
June 1996 forecast a GDP 
decline of up to 3,5 per cent 


during the year. Estimates 
for the West Bank and 


Gaza Strip GDP ranged 


from $3.2 billion to $3.7 
billion- down from an esti- 
mated $3.8 billion in 1995. 

Mr. Khadr said better 
economic performance 
during the last quarter of 
1996 offset the losses, Mr. 
Khadr said the figures var- 
ied because of incomplete 
information from the infor- 
mal sector. 

Israeli-Palestinian rela- 
tions suffered after right- 
wing Likud leader Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu was 
elected prime minister last 
May. 

Relations between the 
two sides further deterio- 
rated when Israeli and 
Palestinian security forces 
fought gunbattles on the 
outskirts of the Palestinian 
self-rule areas in Septem- 
ber, killing 60 Palestinians 
and 15 Israelis. 

But Israel's handover of 
the town of Hebron and an 
agreement to carry out fur- 


ther redeployments in rural 
areas in the West Bank 
have raised hopes of better 
economic conditions in 
1997. 

Mr. Khadr said that a free 
flow of commodities 
between the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip and Israel 
would raise Palestinian 


imports to nearly $2 billion 
from about $1.8 billion in 


1996 and would increase 
exports to $480 million 
from $400. 

He said that the Palestin- 
ian National Authority’s 

1997 budget would also 
gain from improved rela- 
tions. Mr. Khadr said the 
S87O8S0 million budget, 
which is now being dis- 
cussed by the cabinet, fore- 
casts a $50 million deficit. 

The Palestinian National 
Authority’s 1996 budget 
deficit, originally set at $75 
million, rose to about $1 15 
million. 


Egypt on alert for signs of overheating 


CAIRO (R) — Heavy 
inflows of foreign capital 
have put the Egyptian gov- 
ernment on alert for signs 
of overheating, a rise in 
the value of the pound or 
sudden growth in money 
supply, an economics min- 
ister has said. 

The inflows have been 
especially heavy since 
Standard and Poor’s gave 
Egypt investment-grade 
credit ratings last month. 

Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak told a 
meeting recently that these 
ratings could help attract 
an extra $1.5 billion to $2 
billion a year in foreign 
investment in the country. 

“We are very happy with 
the ratings and with their 
impact on our capital mar- 
kets and our direct invest- 
ment inflows." Minister of 
State Youssef Boutros- 
Ghali told Reuters in ao 
interview. 

“We are not concerned, 
but we are very watchful 
about any issues of over- 
heating, an appreciating 
currency or any blip in the 
money supply" he added. 

The government has not 
had time to measure the 
inflows, which bankers 
and brokers say have been 
especially heavy in the 


stock exchange and in 
Egyptian pound fixed- 
income instruments, 
which offer very attractive 
rates of interest. 

“We are waiting for the 
dust to settle," said Mr. 
Boutros-Ghali, who spe- 
cialises in economic mat- 
ters in the prime minister's 
office. ‘There is an initial 
enthusiasm in the market, 
which then finds a cruis- 
ing speed. It’s too soon to 
make a judgment.” 

Bankers say the inflows 
have tended to make the 
Egyptian pound appreciate 
against the dollar but Mr. 
Boutros-Ghali said this 
was not significant and 
would not continue. 

“It (the exchange rate) is 
not going to move. We 
have a monetary policy 
with an explicit monetary 
growth target that takes 
into consideration the fact 
that the exchange rate is 


not going to appreciate, 
the minister said. 

“The money supply is 
under control, there’s no 
problem there... We 
haven’t had time (to see 
danger signs), but our 
watchfulness has 

increased." be added. 

He said the latest figures 
he had seen showed 


money supply growth at 
between 10 and 10.5 per 
cent a year, about the same 
as in the middle of last 
year. 

Mr. Boutros-Ghali said 
the Standard and Poor’s 
ratings would encourage 
the government to press 
ahead with economic 
reform, not to resr on its 
laurels. 

“The vote of confidence 
puts on you an additional 
burden that you have to 
make sure that you main- 
tain that confidence. If 
anything it has increased 
our resolve to forge on and 
make sure that they (the 
reforms) don’t go off 
track,” he added 

The next stage of reform 
would include more pri- 
vatisatiom deregulation, 
structural, re forms and' the 
elimination of bureaucrat- 
ic obstacles, he said. 

The minister said he 
foresaw all Egyptian 
macroeconomic variables, 
such as inflation and inter- 
est rates, gradually con- 
verging towards global 
norms. 

The latest inflation fig- 
ure, for example, down at 
5.7 per cent in the year to 
the end of November, was 
pan of the process. “It’s 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Young seal 
5 Shea team 
9 Rayed flower 

14 Jai — 

15 Border on 

16 Pilfered 

17 Attorney general 

18 Rajah's wife 

19 Brazilian dance 

20 1.2. or 3, e.g. 

23 One in Hamburg 

24 Gaze fixedly 

25 Certain sleeping 
place 

29 Indicate 

33 “ — wind that 
bloweth..." 

34 Heraldic border 

37 Kinsman: abbr. 

38 Stan Musiaf. 
once 

42 Vietnamese 
New Year 

43 Orson or Roy 

44 Irregularly 
notched 

45 Lamb output 
48 Dedicates 
50 Carols 

53 Wine to Pierre 

54 Advisor to Henry 
VIII 

60 Derived from oil 

61 Irish county 

62 Lendl of tennis 

64 Ness portrayer 

65 Fencer's foil 

66 Coin 

67 Large volumes 

58 Transmit 

59 Other 


p |2 P R MS JB [7 15 110 111 112 113 


125 126 127 


30 31 32 


|34 [35 136 


51 52 


54 155 156 


by Matthew Higgins 


10 Pollen bearer 
It Sepulcher 

12 North Sea 
feeder 

13 Raise 

21 “Ne! Biu, Dipinto 


DOWN 

1 Vehicle 

2 Guinness, the 
actor 

3 Turner, the 
actress 

4 LaGuardia 

5 Nautical 

6 Israeli diplomat 

7 Albacore and 
bluefin 

8 Long-legged 
bird 

9 State confidently 


22 Consumer 
advocate 

25 Fritter away 

26 Feeds the kitty 

27 Sings lightly 

28 Prescribed 
amount 

30 To be — to..." 

31 Needle 

32 Those women, 

in Paris * 1 997 Tn&une Madia Services. Inc. 

35 Corporate 
monogram 

36 Territory 

39 “Ghosts" author 49 Drew forth 

40 Satan 51 Adds a nip t. 

41 Powerful person 52 Incline 

48 Frost's “Fire — ■" 54 Expenditure 

47 Fox-hunters call 55 Choir voice 


□□□a Qaaao bobb 
□□□□ EHHQEUJ 0BB0 
□□□□□□□□□QQQISQQ 
E3Q0 |00! BBHBB 
■ anUJUJQ EE3HEH3 ■ 
■□□□□□ □□□□ GIOO 
□□□□□ □□□□S □□□ 
□□□□ 0DE3DD E2EH9D 
□QB □□□□□ IfflQQ 
□□□ □□□□ □□□□□■ 


■uguao BE3QIIEM 

□QQQQ PDEIB BSa 


QDE3H □□□□□ E2EQQ 
QQBH UBDEIB □□DP 


51 Adds a nip to 


56 Twenty quires 

57 Small active bird 

58 Wicked 

59 Sweet potatoes 
63 Bom 


not a fluke," he said. 

“So since things (vari- 
ables) are going to start 
moving, we are watchful. 
But we watch with great 
pleasure, great satisfac- 
tion. Now we will be able 
to access the high growth 
rates of the emerging 
economies — the sixes, 
the sevens and the eight 
per cents,” he added. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 

19) Distant people and places 
make your situation seem 
dull today, however the grass 
is not really much greener. 
Don’t do hasty or foolish 
later this evening on a new 
project without first consult- 
ing those in authority. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to May 

20) Rather than disagreeing 
with your mate today over 
what amount of your budget 
to set aside for entertainment 
or a rainy day, come to a 
compromise and quietly dis- 
cuss any rational method of 
operation for the days ahead. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 

21 ) Avoid becoming involved 
in a disagreement today 


between a family friend and 
an outsider or you will find 
yourself in the centre of a 
feud. You can later this 
evening get busy on your per- 
sonal duties which have been 
put aside. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 2!) Keep smiling 
and be optimistic, today no 


Peanuts 
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1.4335 
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1.6275 

2.7140 

- 

2.3423 

CH Franc 
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0.4281 

- 

JP Yun 

0.0081 

14483 

0^988 

1.1643 

CA Dollar 

0.7410 

14256 

0.4526 

1.0581 
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0.0006 

1.0208 

04776 

0.0882 

NL CuilJcr 

04307 
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04257 

76.06 

FR Franc 

0.1785 

0.2962 

0.1096 

25.5754 
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Mid-East Currencies 


Brent 
\V. Tejcai 
Bony 
Dubai 


ULCas 205.00 208.00 


SA Rival 
A E Dirham 
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CY Pound 
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Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 
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HOROSCOPE •; 

FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 1997 


maner what occurs in con- 
nection with your career 
activities. Show your superi- 
ors that you are dependable 
and competent to handle any 
situation which is thrown in 
your direction. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Don’t allow yourself today to 
be pressured into an expen- 
sive recurring amusement 
which would severely tax 
your budget Be productive in 
your career activities and 
through your efforts you will 
gain recognition. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Sep- 
tember 22) Before becoming 
involved in any new business 
today, handle important 
home matters first, which 
have been put aside. This is a 
good time for shopping, visit- 
ing with dose friends and 
relaxing with loved ones. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Make sure you 


keep any promises you’ve 
made to others today, 
whether in business or of a 
personal nature so that your 
reputation. is..spdtiess,. Relx.. 
on yoiff common sense to 
handle any career activities 
and you won’t go wrong. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) If you involve 
yourself in a friend’s difficul- 
ties today which you know 
little about, you’ll miss out 
on some important personal 
matters which you had not 
considered. Later this 
evening will be a good time 
to discuss a project with a 
knowledgeable person. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Novem- 
ber 22 to December 21) Out- 
side affairs could get you into 
difficulty today, so stay at 
home and get some rest 
You’ll find a way out of a dif- 
ficult situation and proceed 
with the best course of action 


to follow in the days ahead. 
CAPRICORN: (December 
22 to January 20) Get some 
difficult matters uut of die 
way today so you’ll have 
time and energy for socialis- 
ing. and possibly a short trip 
with a close friend in order. 


Later this .evening plan to 
bpend (^uiIh^’tirae , .With ; 3^liI J, 


mate. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Stay away from 
a friend today who you know 
will stan disagreements over 
business and is not willing to 
listen to any rational ideas 
which you have to present 
Later this evening will be 
good to seek out knowledge- 
able people. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Your fellow asso- 
ciates may not agree with 
your ambitions today, so try 
to make a new plan of action 
which will please everyone. 
Make some important phone 
calls later this evening which 
are business related and will 
save money. 


' MAYBE IT'S ' 
A GOOD THING 
. YOU CAN'T 
V talk., y 


YOU RE JUST THE KIND WHO 
WOULD TALK WITHOUT THINKING, 
TALK OUT OF TURN, ALWAYS 
5AY THE WRONG THINS, AND 
TALK WITHOUT U5TENINS.. 


OR AM I DESCRIBING 
MYSELF ? 


II li^VTT 


Andy Capp 


• o inemcd — ■ 

Hi Kwaoeartti «nnwT«M k»th 

mi mo smnCJit ii r 


IF >DU FANCY ' 
CQVUNGALONS 
TOVWTCHAAE . 
_ PuayiN the / 
V HNAL-^y 


r NO/ > 
THANKS—, 



THATS VVHAT IT'S UKE 
THESE wws-theonly ^ 
THINS YM= HAVE IN COMMON f 
IS THE SAME MARRIAGE 1 
'-.COUN5 


Mutt’n’Jeff 


3.KIHOVY MUCH DoJy^ l 

I owe iS"toTTfv/ 60 

you? S 


' i'll ’ 

6ENP 
you a 

BILL, 

MUTT 






WAIT/ rr WAS. ONLY 

A SMALL JOB/ WHY 
DON’T YOU GIVE rf 

“ItlVsFi 


WELL, 

1 O.K.... 
USE MY 
■HANKY/ 


f / I JUST CANY > 
STAND SEEING 
( MY BEST FRIEND 
S CRY/ ^ 





HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST 
FOR SATURDAY, 
FEBRUARY 8,1997 


By Thomas S. Pierson. 
Astrologer. Carroll 
Rlghter foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Confer with tin 
expen before making any 
changes in your present 
mode of operation today, 
then you’ll have much’ 
more confidence. Later 
this evening will be good - 
to seek outthe advice of A 
bigwig for a new project 
TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) Listen to,, and 
understand today, the 
ideas of others, although 
they may be radically dif- 
ferent from your own. 
Don’t dwell on past activ- 
ities. and face the days 
ahead fa: then you wifi be 
successful and prosper- 
ous. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21 ) If you are think- 
ing of making any 
changes ioday in business 
affairs, give your fellow 
ar oriates an idea of what 
they should expect. Later 
this evening will be good 
to- discuss your career, 
activities in more depth 
for assistance. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) 
Change your usual atti- 
tude today toward close 
friends and family and 
you'll create much more , 
happiness in these areas. 
This evening will be a 
good time for you to relax 
with loved ones ami 
recharge your batteries. . . 
LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Shop around today 
and find what you need to 
make your home more 
attractive, then you can 
invite friends in and feel 
quite proud later this 
evening. This is a good 
rime to go out on the town 
with dose friends. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Gel your 
financial affairs in good 
'order this. jmorijrog, mak- 
ing sure-rrto Lbudget, for 
amusements and hobbies 
which you enjoy. Later 
this evening will be a 
good .time to spend some 
quality rime with your 
mate -at a romantic spot. 
LIBRA: {September 23 
to October 22) Today is 
the perfect time to follow 
through on business mat- 
ters which have been put 
on hold for sometime and 
which can at ibis time be 
put into operation. Cut 
down on extravagances 
and wastes. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Be kind 
to your mate this mor ning, 
as he or she may be ba 
bad frame of mind and 
any assistance you give 
will be greatly" appreciat- 
ed- Stay around close 
friends who you are par- 
ticularly food of and wish 
to se e mo re often. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21) 
Make your own needs 
secondary and concern 
yourself wiffi the feelings 
of your loved ones. Watch 
out for obstacles in yoar 
path towards business suc- 
cess and having the recog- 
nition which you are seek- 
ing. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) If 
you confide in a princi- 
pled close friend today, 
you can gain the ■ assis- 
tance you need to make an 
idea a reality, be sure to 

drive carefully while on 
the highway so that you 
avojd any difficulties^ 
whiclfcbuld come about * 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) If you 
look from a new perspec- 
tive today, you’ll see how 
you can improve your 
position in the business 
wodd, be practical aid 
exciting in your career 
activities, which will be 
noticed by those in 
’ authority. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Know what 
; y® 11, roate expects of you 
: today in order to avoid 
blunders and mistakes in 
ihe course of your career 
j activities. Lcam more 
about ?he monetary' 

aspects 0 f you r business 
and how r 0 retain more 
funds. 


Birthslone of February! 
Amethyst — Onyx. 


gusines 


i .^rapping 

j tax boosts 


.» i-udjn Wiw* 
M.iir Kcportt-r 


K- : * 


JHlt 

. , ;i final 
fj.fi Month t*i 
ILifumcnt 

I'u'ltt* and 

'.■.VIiMl c.ipihU 
liiL'irt"!* sarti 


h> IWV 

■ '.i [:(!>'* VI H'Mf 
• iVl Will dur* 

.■k tvMc the 
:.'i .in enure 
is iv ’F id '\i 


• \lliu- 
\|\: 


v*l the 
t.il Market 
,l:v .Iv'tLmun 
. v kllt»WI). 

-i rhv Atfrt 

IsJjH tt.ts 

... v viMiifurwl 
week’s 

.hfMls 

■ .'v.il riming the 
. when <*MK>0 ■ 
thv Jordan 
.iiisiii iY.impori 


. \si toft 



v 


M.iivli 21 b) 
>.'ii may -feel 
’lift (mby and 

•' !H*« umne 

mu 

■u‘r ivfW'W 
will be 
this 

• V.ill iv IHIf i*t» 
with lii'sc 


Oaahi 

te&asy i 
have a) 
cat if d 
ed Dtp 
. white & 
avoid n 
would 
M. 


ItiSI 

\l ■. 


Apr:! 20 to 

Y»m havp 

.-.t ihi\ amc 
■ Nnhcf you. 
back un 
vim'll gd 
r s hi < netofig . 
■d fw vonauJh* 
un tr 


Mjv 31. to 
»■-' 1 \mik? wiH 
- ••-> ukUv. Be 

' • > in tuinUmg 
and don’t 
; >‘d:v! iiulteni. 

:v ... an y 

vii’ie studving 
V' !: • ^,-ouij j-reai 


.1! 

r.i.’ro v 

m lil.il,; 
ili: 

■all * n 

'"U! . 

LKn ; .■ 

-J 

'*•‘1.1 1 . 

'■‘ :r i. 
f'.-, . 

"III. 

■*'l. 

‘•■lll.l .. 

'"'i' .n',‘ 


ililLDREN; 

July 21) 
>i’u c;in best 
>mir daily 
pn\1uLTive 
\.nw time, 
"■“hie Hohtcnul 
•n«> coiimtents 
evening, e^pe- 
1 ■''* the feelings 
1 is iVIk'iTIlnf. 

* '2 to August 
: ‘ 1 ' ted rdiu'mnr 
' -in luimiui! jn 
■ ! fr ion J. how- 
y.urv ihr»*ugh 
■“‘1! reap 
i»*w,uiK which 
>''ur iviniui- 


;* u sun- 
Hu! “: ll - -dsead 


V-.,. ' -- to 

‘Vvinrv- ’ll. ... 


air,..,..,." • 1 So,m ’ 

h..„ ; «-»sK at 

IV,' ... ' ti-uuUctl t.Hlay. 
:, !lh . j. mil? al the. 

chi... 'V“ kvl 


,11,/./: tlu% evening 

/ -tiifv Tins t.\ ,i 


„ :'‘ 1 OIJI With 

,i ll ' rtUlWHIIc 


to No ve 

acqtuun 

tsvdrarfs 
Jwadach 
improvl 
that you 
in your 
I ami not 

:>SA<:rr 

tNnvcm 
ber 21 l 
you’ve 
than yw 
however 
ment Ift 
make tit 
cr latte 
be good 
pate inf 
CAPRI* 
bts 22 l 
old eta* 
tecti soi 
ith will 
today. D 
to cause 
temper 
yourself 
«ion in 
AQUAJM 

to Fobru 
fti] law tl 
you by a 
*.Hkc I 
deprrsse 
cheeni u 
wise yo^ 
self bln 
being an 

Ual. 

PISCES 
March ; 
possibiiii 
tmcre&t 
stay out 
Don't k 
wftita sc 
credit an 
WVtt*I di 
made vet 


V"l 


PL-mlvi 'Mo 


Birthstoi 


; I . 1*'“ “* 

\.i , . ! -jiiam. &> km j 


i::n 


m u 

Ml 

■w o. 


LCHEKT 

L rr 


JckeTI ' 


WHAT 

mr 

TO 
EN P 


r ■ 




“ h! i ^ 

UPCriivuiv 








iJturday, Tob 


r uary 8 



it u 


ft 

3 3 ? 6 I 

*. 1 SU 

JSQ 52 

4 3 Wo 
4 lS« 
1 * 4*7 
1*715 


3: 6364 
3J.S48 
407 

37V.3M 

? 4 ?nSl 


S&* 
S 5 S 
0 31 
3.12 
1.11 
16 ? 
R 55 


0. ::o 

1 . » 7 * 

0 4507 
0.4574 
0.1275 
0 5743 
0 3SS5 
9 . 41 ?* 


' Jut ii.ui 


iaiSalliT.id 

i I.VbViiihei ! 

.) > 1 iv*1 ; 

*»jji lin ; 

y.'ii'ii !uu‘ 

f.-r ^-il.ili- 
| -w'Ti'J! tiy 
*'\J • »i , ,ici j 

•»!;: Jl! If i 
SU» VkTil’t S-Tkl! j 

1 - ' JO ] 
i\ Mom ; 

h. - w;i k.Vrt | 
;V!rh*!’N • V»' j 

rt |i' : 

.I'l- iil.il «•!«,'.* j 
■ (.• pcwjsi ; 
111!- rtf' !v ; 

{ ki!. ■«!.■« Siv : 

I 

I 

!lir> .:»» I 
fcr>> “ ■<’*■-• 1 
r WiJ!> ! 

m- i % ; 
fi i:» :i i 
I Ml' I’il'iV lif , 
rt.Jiii 

»*h*i !■ • 
..’Ci? iiT.J i 


N't* 


•n 

i 



tkx'r 
*<:png i 



'feop,-. 
«»RSniW 1 
k ' «ki "kv>. : 

■'•'■’""■wr r*\ ! 

: 

AKIlS: a, 
a I’mI Mi r,** 3| ; 
'•'I"-" tvf,; ri . >bj 

111 -w? *4 

,hin >‘-’"'11 J, 

T.M in S: 

M.«y .V, / 'pm 3d. 

■** of ^ 

| V 

t-rc-.il i,;, i rJ v dK 4S l 
: '"' 1 


Business & Finance 

Scrapping of capitalisation 
tax boosts activity at AFM 
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By a Jordan Hines 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Price and 
trading rose in the final 
week of the Holy Month of 
Ramadan after Parliament 
approved the abrogation of 
a tax on capitalisation of 
reserves Or profits and 
increased foreign capital 
involvement, brokers said 
Friday. 

Prices improved by two 
per cent and turnover rose 
by nearly 30 per cent dur- 
ing the week before the 
market closed for an entire 
week to observe the ‘Eid A1 
Fitr holiday. 

The weekly report of the 
Amman Financial Market 
(AFM;, as the Jordanian 
bourse is officially known, 
said turnover for the week 
ending Thursday was 5.4 
million dinars, compared 
with the previous week’s 
4.4 million dinars. 

A notable deal during the 
week came when 65.000 
shares of the Jordan 
Express Tourism Transport 


Company (JETT) were sold 
in what was seen as part of 
the government moves to 
shed its equity in the com- 
pany. 

The government is work- 
ing on several fronts in the 
privatisation programme. 

A total of 2.8 million 
shares changed hands under 
1 ,984 deals during the 
week, with daily average 
trading at 1.08 million 
dinars compared with the 
previous week's 840,000 
dinars - 

Service sector companies 
accounted for 2.87 million 
dinars of the week’s busi- 
ness, followed by commer- 
cial banks and investment 
houses with 1.5 million 
dinars, industrials with 

990.000 dinars, and insur- 
ance companies with 

25.000 dinars . 

The official share price 
index based on 60 major 
companies closed at 156.17 
points, up 3.01 points or 
1.97 per cent from the 
week’s opening of 153.16 
points. 
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FOBpCAST FOR MONDAY, FEBRUARY 1 0. J 997 


ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) You may feel 
bogged down today and 
believe that a new course 
of action is not worth- 
while, however, persevere 
and your strength will be 
rewarded. Later this 
evening you can go out on 
the town with close 
friends. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) You have 
assumed an obligation 
which is at this time 
beginning to bother you, 
however, don't back on 
your won! — you'll get 
results. Later this evening 
-wfll be^good for consult- < 
mg with a bigwig on a 
new project. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) A Little smile will 
go a long way today. Be 
conscientious in fulfilling 
your obligations and don’t 
delay with other matters. 
Be wary of signing any 
contracts before studying 
them or there could great 
difficulty. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 23) 
Decide how you can best 
today make your daily 
activities more productive 
and, at the same time, 
more enjoyable. Be tactful 
in makin g any comments 
later this evening, espe- 
cially where the feelings 
of your mate is concerned. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) You may feel reluctant 
today about running an 
errand for a friend, how- 
ever, if you carry through 
with it, you’ll reap some 
very rich rewards which 
could make your reputa- 
tion much more spariding 
in the days ahead. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Some 
annoying little task at 
home be handled today. 
They may irritating at the 
time, however, you’ll feel 
satisfied later this evening 
with the results. This is a 
good time to go out with 
your mate to romantic 
SpOL 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 


October 22) Take care of 
the shopping which is nec- 
essary today or you won't 
have any thin g to wear or 
eat if this is not complet- 
ed. Drive with great care 
while on the highway and 
avoid an accident which 
would be cosdy and 
painful. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Avoid an 
acquaintance who likes to 
disagree today and will 
undoubtedly give you a 
headache. Attend to 
improving your health, so 
that you can be successful 
in your career activities 
! and j3qt.be Irogged.dowu- . J 
SAGITTARIUS: 
(November 22 to Decem- 
ber 21) You may feel 
you've bitten off more 
than you can chew today, 
however, some encourage- 
ment from your mate will 
make this task seem easi- 
er. Later this evening will 
be good for you to partici- 
pate in fim activities. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) An 
old dose friend who has 
been somewhat stand-off- 
ish wifi come to your aid 
today. Don't allow delays 
to cause you to lose your 
temper or you will find 
yourself in a difficult situ- 
ation in the days ahead. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to Februaiy 19) Be sure to 
follow the directions given 
you by a superior. Avoid a 
close ’ friend who is 
depressed until this person 
cheers up a bit or other- 
wise you could find your- 
self blue from simply 
being around this individ- 
ual 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Explore the 
possibilities of a new 
interest today, however, 
stay out of the limelight. 
Don’t lose your temper 
while setting a troubling 
credit affair which simply 
won't disappear and has 
made your life miserable. 

Birthstone of February: 
Amethyst — Onyx. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
0 by Henri Arnold end Mike ArgMon 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to tonn 
four onfinary words. 


PEROW 


asteawwii 

M.WC. 


CHEKT 


— r y 



LORCAR 


c 

r y N 




LICKE 

- 


__ 



r vp 


WHAT THE MIRROR 
INSTALLER LIKEP 
TD PO AT THE 
ENP OF THE CfcY. 

Now arrange She circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer 


. rrTTTTTi ssrrro 

(Answers tomorrow) 

1 Jumbles: ELDER DOUSE NEARBY INLAND 
^ I Answer. A former always grows this - 
OLDER DAILY 


Sectoral indices showed 
industrials gaining by 2.24 
per cent, commercial banks 
and investment houses by 
3.87 per cent, insurance 
films by 0.49 per cent and 
service sector companies 
by 0.1 6 per cenL 

Stocks of 80 companies 
were involved in the week’s 
business, with 41 of them 
closing with gains, 23 slip- 
ping and 16 remaining 
unchanged. 

Brokers said the upbeat 
turn in the otherwise tradi- 
tionally lacklustre market 
during Ramadan came after 
Parliament endorsed a gov- 
ernment-proposed abroga- 
tion of a ax on capitalisa- 
tion of reserves and profits. 

“Many commercial banks 
and industries have volun- 
tary reserves which they 
intend to convert to capital 
and issue bonus shares to 
equity holders.” noted an 
AFM dealer, who, like 
other stock market brokers, 
cannot be identified by 
name under standing guide- 
lines. 

“Many investors were 
waiting for parliamentary 
approval for the proposed 
abrogation, whose timing 
was uncertain,” added tbe 
broker. The approval came 
this week, and investors 
capitalised on Che move, 
injecting fresh capital that 
raised the prices, the broker 
explained. 

“Also there is a strong 
foreign interest in the mar- 
ket and local investors have 
taken note of the trend.” 
added the broker. 

On the final trading day 
of Ramadan, the market 
shook off its customary 
lethargy to rise 0.82 per 
ceot to 156.17 in turnover 
of 481,000 dinars. Reuters 
noted. 

Tbe decision to abolish 
the tax boosted trade in two 
banks which have said they 
plan to boost their capital 
with bonus share issues 
backed by cash transfers 
from reserves, the agency 
said. 

The Arab Bank rose 4.50 
dinars to a 12-month high 
of 263 dinars before slip- 
ping back to close at 26 1 .50 
dinars. 

The Jordan Islamic Bank, 
which is planning a one- 
for-four bonus share issue 
to increase its capital, rose 
0.06 dinars to 3.96 dinars, 
Reuters noted. Brokers 
said they also welcomed 
parliamentary approval for 
scrapping the state’s issuing 
committee, which sets 
prices of new share issues. 

“Now firms will be able 
to determine their own 
share price, without going 
to the Ministry of Industry 
and Trade,” said Nasser A1 
Am ad, head of United 
Financial Investments. 
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JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs. 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6 th Circle. Amman 
Also in Brazil 



FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment In 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in A1 Rabfca 
area, third floor, 1 90 sq.m . 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 , 


STUDIO OAK 
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Develop your colour fito at 
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* Frmm mmimrgt 
BMt 20 x 30 cm 
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HfiME.OFFit.TS. 
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-MAINTENANCE SERVICES 
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a. 

ATS iFGRNiSHEDi 


UNFURNISHED 


SECURITY 
HOSPITALITY ! 
G ASTRO NOMY 1 

"New* LowSeawn 
Rates— Fax 863051 





Quality Serviced Suites 
One ft Two Bedrooms 
Daily A Long Stay 
Reasonable Rates 


jth Circle 

Tel. 692672 Fax 674551 


«TOWn HOTEL 


. INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL 
■ SAUNA, JACUZZI & 
MASSAGE 
-FITNESS ROOM 
- TENNIS & SQUASH 
COURTS 


TEL: 758180 
Radio & TV Station Rd. 



2 FOR 
I RENT 

I iXelim- Villns 


Deluxe- Vi 1 Lis 

Appaumenis 
in Amman 


For details please call 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 



FOR RENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


TKF : 699369 
FAX : 704414 
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For Rc-S. ei2997 - 314116 
Mecca St. Daou cl Confer 


"* Trytkeotify 
v STUFFED PIZZA 
in Town (Chicago Style) 
PAN PIZZA 
(Thin or Thick Crust) 
14^ ITALIAN SANDWICHES 
MmBerf,Mi 


nelndserTomaBarTlw AWUH 

tttfnEritra SuperelDIB 


Scratch & Win A Car 
( SEAT CORDOBA 97) 
and other Prizes . 

Get your Coupon for 
Every Purchase of 5 J.D. 
Free Delivery 
Take Away 
Dine I n 


Tel- 688 471 ExL 32 
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Sports 


Jordan Times, Saturday, February 8, 1997 


Davis Cup 


Champions France on verge 


of early elimination 


SYDNEY (AFP) — 
France were on the brink 
of defeat against Australia 
Friday in iheir first tie 
since their glorious victo- 
ry over Sweden in the 
Davis Cup final a few 
months ago. 

The Australians were 
one rubber from toppling 
the French champions 
after two contrasting vic- 
tories in Friday's opening 
singles. 

Patrick rafter rebounded 
from two sets down to 
conquer French No. 1 
Cedric Pioline in five 
sets, 3-6, 6-7 (5/7). 6-4. 7- 
5, 6-4 in four hours 15 
minutes to give Australia 
the psychological edge. 

Mark Woodforde fol- 
lowed up Rafter’s heroics 
to whip Boetsch, 6-4, 6-4, 
6-3 in 97 minutes just as 
he did in their only other 
meeting in the 1995 
Australian Open in 
Melbourne. 

Australia will unleash 
their champion combina- 
tion of Todd Woodbridge 
and Woodforde against 
Guy Forget and 
Guillaume Raoux in an 
attempt to wrap up the tie 
in Saturday’s doubles rub- 
ber. 

“It’s disappointing, but 
behind today's losses 
there are a lot of lessons 
which are important for 
us to learn by playing 
against Australia on grass 
and realise the weakness- 
es we have,” said French 
captain Yannick Noah. 

Noah was alluding to 
last September’s coura- 
geous recovery from 2-0 
down to beat Italy in the 
semi-finals when he said: 
“We have been down 2-0 
before so we have to dig 
deep again and try to 
come back and play each 
point at a time. 

“Obviously it won't be 
easy because we’re not 
playing any doubles team, 
we’re playing a very 
tough doubles team and 
the task is great. 

“But it will be great for 
us, it will be great for the 
whole tie, it will be great 
for the crowd (if France 
win) ... 1 hope the 
Australian people will 
root for us tomorrow, then 
they can have another 
match on Sunday.” 

Noah's counterpart, 
John Newcombe, said it 
was Australia's superior 
volleying which under- 
mined the French. 

“In the end we probably 
volleved a little better. 









Australia’s Patrick Rafter in action daring his winning singles match against 
France's Cedric Pioline in the Davis Cup competition at Sydney’s White City te nnis 
centre, February 7. Rafter, in blistering heat, beat Pioline in five sets 3-6 6-7 (5-7) 6- 
4 7-5 6-4 in four hours and 15 minutes (Reuters photo) 


which is the key to play- 
ing on grass," said 
Newcombe. “lt_was pat's 
volleying, fus guts' and 
determination not to say 
die that won him that 
match and Mark has the 
game that Amaud finds 
difficulty in playing 
against, especially on 
grass.” 

Rafter was Australia’s 
hero Friday, clawing back 
at the higher ranked 
Pioline in hot conditions 
and pulling off his great- 
est performance to win 
his first five-setter after 
conceding a two- sets 
start. 

“That’s probably my 
best performance and the 
most satisfying moment 
I" vc ever had." Rafter said 
after his triumph. 

Rafter let sUp a seem- 
ingly impregnable 5-1 
lead after two breaks to 
lose the second set 


Pioline in a tiebreaker, but 
he overcame the setback 
ito- .break .Pioline once in 
"each , 9 .? the; final three; sets 
to snare victory. 

“Newk (Newcombe) 
was a great inspiration 
and 1 could see (assistant 


coach) Tony Roche giv- 
fist pump, my 
family and all the Aussie 


ing me the fist 


to 


players right behind me 
and then 1 looked up and 
saw the crowd going nuts 
... that’s what it’s all 
about" 

Newcombe said: “Pat 
should have won the sec- 
ond set. He tightened up 
twice serving for it and 
when he lost it he was 
really disappointed being 
two sets to love down to 
Pioline, it didn't look very 
good. 

“I honestly believed he 
could take the match in 
five sets, but 1 knew it 
was going to take a super- 


human effort from him 
and I just told that he had 
. to go down deep inside 
himself ^id find some- 
thing anif this was a five 
set match.” 

Pioline, who hadn’t 
played a match since the 
Davis Cup final last 
December, was looking 
the worse for wear under 
his legionnaire’s cap. 
Noah several times 
poured water on Pioline's 
neck to cool him down at 
the changeovers. 

Woodforde. who by his 
selection in the singles 
will be on court for the 
three days of the tie, said 
of Saturday’s pivotal dou- 
bles match: “I can put my 
feet up and get to bed 
early. 

"The doubles is going to 
be probably the toughest 
match that Todd and I 
have played in our careers 
and an important one." 


U.S. team face Brazilian crowd, 
ten-year unbeaten record 


RIBEIRAO PRETO. Brazil (R) — 
The U.S. Davis Cup team said on 
Thursday they would not let them- 
selves be riled by boisterous 
Brazilian fans during their World 
Group first round tie" beginning on 
Friday. 

They also refused to be intimidated 
by Brazil's 10-year unbeaten home 
record in the competition. 

Austrian star Thomas Muster 
stormed out of a qualifying tie in Sao 
Paulo last year, claiming he had been 
spat at. that fans had hurled obsceni- 
ties at him and pointed mirrors at 
him while he was facing serve. 

Brazil were awarded the tie after 
the international tennis federation 
turned down Austrian protests. 

“From what I've heard, I don’t 
think Thomas handled the situation 
as well as he could have," said Jim 
Courier, the Americans’ top-ranked 


player. 

“Coming to a country where the 
fans get very excited about the game 
is part of the joy and excitement of 
playing Davis Cup ” 

“The only thing I’m concerned 
about is what happens inside the 
lines" 

A spokesman for the local organis- 
ers said Brazil had never been sanc- 
tioned for crowd behaviour though 
they had been punished in the past 
for bad organisation. He added that 
muster had been fined $ 8,000 for his 
conduct and the Austrian Tennis 
Federation $50,000. 

U.S. captain Tom Gullikson was 
equally dismissive about the South 
Americans’ impressive run of home 
wins. “It’s a very good record but 
records are made to be broken,” he 
said. 

Brazil, who reached the semi- 


finals in 1 992 after shock home wins 
over Germany and Italy, appear to 
have little realistic chance of another 
upset as they return to the competi- 
tion's top flight for the first time 
since 1993. 

Gustavo Kuerten, their top player, 
is a modest 85th in the world rank- 
ings. exactly 50 places below Alex 
O'Brien, the lowest-ranked of the 
U.S. Team. 

Paulo Cleto. beginning his 10th 
year as Brazil's Davis Cup captain, 
said: "They are the clear favourites 
for all the obvious reasons.” 

The draw paired Kuerten against 
Malivai Washington in the first of 
Friday's opening singles, with 
Courier facing Fernando Meligeni, 
who was bom in Argentina and is a 
naturalised Brazilian, in the second. 

Washington was called in for the 
injured Andre Agassi. 


Camporese puts Italy ahead against Mexico 


ROME (AFP) — Nervous Italian Omar Camporese. play- 
ing Davis Cup for the first time in four years, overcame a 
case of opening-set nerves here Friday to give the hosts a 1- 
0 lead in the World Group tie against Mexico. 

The 2S-year-old Camporese. ranked No. 122 on the ATP 
tour list, needed two hours. 47 minutes — Including a 61- 
minute fourth set — to finish off modest Mexican and 
World No. 127 Alejandro Hernandez, 2-6, 6-0, 6-4, 7-5. ^ 
“It was not a pretty match, 1 was very tense at the start,” 
said Camporese, who made his Davis debut eight years ago. 
‘7 was nervous in the first seL After four years, it's a long 
rime. But to play for Italy again is a great honour.” 
Camporese was called in as a late replacement for ailing 
Andrea Gaudenzi. hit by recovery from autumn shoulder 
surgery and a case of influenza. 

Gaudenzi starred in both singles and doubles last season 
as he helped lead Italy over Russia and South Africa in 
Rome before bowing out to eventual 1996 champion 
France 3-2 in the semi-finals. 

Italian No. 1 Renzo Furian was attempting to give the 
hosts a 2-0 edge at the sunny Foro Italico in the second sin- 
gles against Luis Herrera, the Mexican No. 2 ranked 177th. 
~ Camporese got within two points of victory leading 5-4 in 


the fourth set after breaking the inexperienced Hernandez 

ss : -“■** 

long ft* a break point to the underdog and then hammering 

a forehand into the net for 5-5. . . , , 

Camoorese gathered his nerve to break straight back, 
thanks^ the Mexican's 15th doublefault of the afternoon. 
AgLi to, the Italian held to give the host nation an 

^taly^and Mexico are playing in Davis Cup for the first 


Mexican coach Raul Ramirez and Italian coach Adriano 
Panatta won the Italian open, also played here, back-to- 

back in 1975 and 1976. . . _ 

Camporese was once ranked ISth in the world five years 

ago, but lost 30 months of tennis in recent years with a nght 

elbow injury. .... .. 

“After a terrible first set, luckily I was able to remain con- 
centrated." said the relieved winner. - 

Of his slip at the end. the Italian added: “I was not afraid 
to win he just played some good shots to break me back. 

The winner of Italy-Mexico plays away against either 
Germany or Spain in the quarter-finals from April 4 to 6 . 


Costa puts 
Spain 2-0 
up against 
Germany 


CALA RATJADA. 

Majorca (AFP) — Albert 
Costa put Spain just one 
victory away from the 
quarter-finals of the Davis 
Cup here Friday after beat- 
ing Germany’s Hendrik 
Dreekman 6-4, 6-1, 6-4. 

World No. 1 1 Costa won 
in an hour and 39 minutes 
against 43rd ranked 
Dreekman to put Spain 2-0 
ahead. 

Earlier Carlos Moya 
gave Spain a 1-0 lead fol- 
lowing his 6-4, 6-3. 6-3 
victory in 1 hour and 42 
minutes over 49th ranked 
Marc Goellner. 

Moya said after his win: 
“This victory could prove 
decisive. The first match is 
always extremely impor- 
tant" and on his opponent 
he added: “Goellner com- 
mitted an unusually high 
number of errors — it was 
not his day.” 

And a dejected Goellner 
felt he had let his side 
down. “I was very disap- 
pointed because I was not 
worthy of the faith my 
captain had shown in me,” 
he said. 



Spain’s Carlos Moya waves to cheering fans as he leaves the court along with team 
captain Manolo Santana after beating Germany’s Marc Kevin Goellner in their open- 
ing singles match for the Davis Cup World Group qualifying tie (Reuters photo) 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Jordan, Lebanon draw 0-0 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan and Lebanon were held to a 
goalless draw Friday in the friendly international held as 
part of both teams’ preparations for the upcoming World 
Cup qualfiers. Lebanon had defeated Jordan 1-0 in their 
first encounter in Beirut last week. 


home player Judith Wiesner, taken the full distance in the 
first-round by France’s world junior champion Amelie 
Mauresmo, again got in volved in a three-set marathon 
before seeing off Italy’s Flora Perfetti 6-2. 4-6, 6-3. 
Chanda Rubin of the United States, Magdalena Maleeva of 
Bulgaria. Asa Carisson of Sweden and Nathalie Tauziat of 
France all won their second-round matches in straight-sets. 


Edberg makes comeback 


Johnson out to beat Jackson’s record 


STOCKHOLM (AFP) — Sweden’s former World No.l 
Stefan Edberg who retired in November, will make a 
comeback at the Stockholm Open in the autumn.... as an 
official. Edberg. named as the tournament's vice-chairman, 
said on Thursday: “Hopefully my 15 years of experience 
from international tennis will be of help to the Stockholm 
Open." Edberg, 30, who retired after Sweden's unsuccess- 
ful Davis Cup final against France in Malmo last 
November, won six Grand Slam tournaments during his 
career. 


NEW YORK (AFP) — Reigning Olympic J 10m hurdles 
champion Allen Johnson has vowed that he will break the 
world record of Britain’s Colin Jackson by the end of the 
year. Jackson has held the record of 12.91 secs since the 
world championships in Stuttgart in 1993. But Johnson 
matched the American record of 12.92 at the United States 
Olympic trials and then set a best-ever Olympic time of 
12.95 in Atlanta. ‘7 should be able to run 12.78 this year." 
Johnson said. “Before, I thought the limit was 12.90. Now 
that I did 12.92, 1 say the limit is 12.75, maybe 12.70.” 


Fredericks halted by injury 


Swedish Rally takes off 


MAEBASHI (AFP) — Atlanta 100-metre stiver medallist 
Frankie Fredericks has pulled out of a spruit rematch 
against Olympic champion Donovan Bailey at the indoor 
athletics meet here this weekend. The Namibian has 
injured his left hamstring but is expected to be fit for the 
world indoor championships in Paris in march. His with- 
drawal leaves Bailey as the top favourite in the men’s 60m 
race on Saturday. Americans Michael Marsh and David 
Oak, Nigeria’s Davidson Ezinwa and Osmond Ezinwa. and 
Michael Green of Jamaica will challenge Bailey. 


Appelmans bows out 


LINZ, Austria (AFP) — Belgium’s fourth-seed Sabine 
Appelmans, recent semi-finalist at the Australian open, 
crashed out of the WTA event Thursday when she was 
beaten in three sets in the second-round by Germany's 
Barbara Ritcner. Appelmans started well but then lost her 
way to go out 6-3. 1 - 6 , 4-6. In Thursday’s other results. 


MALMO (AFP) — Colin McRae, bidding to regain his 
World Championship crown, was facing a watery chal- 
lenge here Friday when unusually mild weather thawed the 

^ 0penmg Mage in the Swedish 
Rally. The 1995 champion opened his campaign last month 
with a disappointing early exit from the Monte Carlo Rally 
when he crashed on black ice and damaged suspension and 
steering. However. teammate Piero Liatti’s unexpected win 
proved that the 555 Subaru would be oue of the SS ® S 
this season. McRae was third here last year when beaten bv 

r&L 0 ? ° S SainZ J and Tomrai Makinen. Two-time 

J 1991 ^ second P Iace in Monaco 
with Makinen thud and either could be top of the champi- 
onship standings after this event, which Liatti miss^Wc 
S? tak ? n b y Kenneth Eriksson. Subaru^ * 
ular dnver who was born close to the rally route . 

Spe ?‘j! sla 2 e * competitors face three days 
^esf ° Ver ’ 6 4km ’ Which bc,udes 413km 24 
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Dennis Quaid, David Thewlis\ 
& Sean Connery..... in 


TEL634144 X/ 


CINEMA 


DRAGON HEART 

Shows: 12:30, 3:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 
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Ade! imam , Shireen 
& Saeed Saleh 

Bakhit Wa Adilah (2) 

(ARABIC) 


Shows: 12:30, 3:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 
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Adel Imam , Shireen 
& Saeed Saleh 

Bakhit Wa Adilah (2) 
Al Jardal Walkankah 


Shows: 12:00, 2:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


-A 


TEL677420 

CONCORD 
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CONCORD “1" 

Bakhit Wa Adilah (2) 
Al Jardal Walkanka 

Shows: 12:15, 2:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 
CONCORD M 2 n 

now on daily 

“Custom Made Citizen” 


sa ^ nca ^ Ptey starring Mousa Hijazin 


Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL: 625155 




The theatre opens on the 
Ramadan Holiday 

with the new play entitled 

Aman.. Ya Ho 
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Sports 

Own goal 
ends Real 
Madrid’s 
double 
dreams 


MADRID (R) — Barcelona 
ended real Madrid's dreams 
of "3 Spanish League and 
Cup double with a 1-1 draw 
in a dramatic Spanish Cup 
fourth round tie Thursday. 

The result in their oppo- 
nents’ Bemabeu Stadium 
gave Barcelona a 4-3 win 
on aggregate. 

The decisive moment 
came after 69 minutes when 
Barcelona’s Brazilian strik- 
er . Ronaldo broke clear 
down the left wing, leaving 
behind his marker and com- 
patriot Roberto Carlos. 

- Ronaldo's first shot hit the 
post but it rebounded to his 
feet -and his second effort 
was turned into his own net 
by-tbe luckless Carlos. 

Real Madrid equalised 
nine minutes later when 
Crbatian striker David 
Suker was scythed down in 
the penalty area by Blanc 
and Suker blasted home die 
spot kick. 
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FC Barcelona’s captain Romanian Gheorghe Popescu (Rl falls after being fouled by 
Real Madrid’s Argentine midfielder Fernando Redondo during their Spanish Cup 
second leg in Madrid’s Bernabeu stadium (Renters photo) 

Barcelona defended solid- siege but failed to score. 


]y in the final minutes 
despite fierce Real pressure 
to keep the scores level and 
ensure they went into the 
next round. 

Real though had only 
themselves to blame for - 
their demise after a score- 
less first half in which they 
had the Barcelona goal 
under almost permanent 


Italian international 
Christian Panucci was a 
constant threat down the 
right wing and Clarence 
Seedorf provided ample ser- 
vice through the middle to 
the Real forwards. 

Both Raul and Suker 
squandered a number of 
clear chances in front of 
goal or were denied by a 


series of theatrical saves 
from Barcelona's 

Portuguese international 
goalkeeper Vitor Baia. 

Earlier, Rayo Vallecano 
won 2-1 away at 
Extremadura to ensure that 
at least two Madrid sides 
went through to the quarter 
finals. Rayo joined Atletico 
who beat Compostela on 
Tuesday. 


Hoddle worried by growing 
casualty list ahead of Italy clash 


LONDON (AFP) — The injury prob- 
lems facing England coach Glenn 
Hoddle mounted Thursday ahead of 
next week's crucial World Cup clash 
with Italy, but he insisted key mid- 
fielder Paul Gascoigne could still be 
fit. 

But despite his optimism over 
Rangers star Gascoigne, the England 
coach has called up Liverpool mid- 
fielder Jamie Redknapp. 

Striker Alan Shearer, who was con- 
firmed as captain for the Wembley 
showdown ahead of Euro 96 skipper 
Tony Adams — is the latest doubt with 
a bad back. 

Adams, goalkeeper David Seaman 
and midfielders Paul Ince and Robert 
Lee are also under treatment with little 
more than five days before the Group 
two dash. 

“It really is frustrating. I have waited 
three months for this game and then 
you end up with this scenario.” sighed 
Hoddle. 

“I have got six players, we've have 
probably got to allow two or three 
days for their injuries to settle. 

“You have all these things in your 
mind — training schedules when" you 
want to work on team pattern, when 
you want a functional day — and all 
that has now gone out of die window. 

“1 wanted to do a lot of important 
work on Friday and Saturday but I 


won’t be able to now.” 

In reply to a suggestion that Hoddle 
was merely trying to tactically wrong- 
foot his Italian counterpart Cesare 
Maldini, Hoddle said: “I wish I was. 
No. the injuries really are concerning 
us. Anyway we don't do things like 
than” 

Earlier in the day. reports from 
Scotland suggested that Gascoigne’s 
injured ankle had forced his withdraw- 
al. 

“He is still a doubt for the game, 
sure, because he’s only just come out 
of plaster and we need to assess that 
over the coming days," said Hoddle. 

“But Walter Smith (Rangers manag- 
er) has given him his blessing and sent 
him down. 

“I had a good 20 minute chat with 
him this morning and he was fine - — in 
many ways excellent. 

“He’s kept things together from the 
last trip, he hasn’t got himself back 
into (rouble. He's just frustrated he has 
picked up this injury. 

“By encouraging him and keeping 
him in the squad and playing him in 
Georgia. I was hoping for that 
response, that it would continue and it 
has, without a doubt. 

“Obviously it’s a dicey situation 
when he needs a bii of rehabilitation 
on his calf and ankle because he’s been 
in plaster." 


Hoddle hopes his medical staff will 
give him a clearer picture by the week- 
end because, as he concedes: "We 
can't afford to send three players out 
who are only 85 to 90 percent fit.*’ 
Shearer has been resting for the last 
couple of days after suffering from a 
pain in his lower back which restricts 
him from turning, but Hoddle is hope- 
ful he will be fit. 

Goalkeeper Seaman has a knee prob- 
lem which did not prevent him playing 
in the FA Cup game against Leeds this 
week and Hoddle said: 

“He didn't make it any worse and it's 
now improving. But if you tweak the 
ligament it does need time to settle.” 
Inter Milan star Ince ha*, been suffer- 
ing from a thigh strain but has assured 
Hoddle he should be ready for the fray. 

But Adams' ankle will prevent him 
training, possibly until Monday at the 
earliest while Robert Lee. the recalled 
Newcastle midfielder, is looking 
doubtful with groin trouble. 

As a precaution. Hoddle hu> called 
up Redknapp lor the first time since he 
suffered serious injury during Euro 96. 
explaining: 

“We’re not sure if we're going to 
have to send any players back so I 
wanted him in there with us now.” 
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Faisali beat Romania’s 
Jiul Petrosani 1-0 

j ■ 

By Roufan Nahhas 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A1 Faisali Thursday beat Romania’s Jiul 
Petrosani 1-0 in the first of the two friendly matches 
held as pan of AI Faisali’s preparations for the Arab 
Champions Cup in Morocco in March. 

Some 2000 Faisali ’s fans gathered at Amman 
International Stadium in sub zero temperatures to 
watch their team win with the sole goal by Subhi 
Suleiman. 

: The Romanians were the first to attack giving Al 
Faisali’s defence some hard time but lost an early scor- 
ning chance after a direct shot hit the post of Waleed 
bu Hmeid . 

faisali. depending onRamLFanai^.concentrated 
-pfrihe left wing hoping to end the first half with a sin- 
[ gle goal to take a first half lead. 

^~But~the first half ended without any successful 
attempt from both teams. 

In the second half Al Faisali woke up from their 
slumber and put some pressure on the Romanians who 
had another chance to score but again hit the post sav- 
ing Abu Hmeid and his team from a sure goal . 

Al Faisali reorganised their defence and attacked 
with all they had leading to a goal by Subhi Suleiman 
to end the match with a 1-0 win. 

Roth teams will meet again in their second match on 
Sunday at 2.30 p.m. 

The Romanian team had arrived in Amman 
Wednesday on an invitation from Al Faisali . 

Prior to their arrival in Amman the guest team had 
played two matches in Syria where they beat Al 
Dimasbqi 2-0 and losr to Al Jeisb 3-2. 

AI Faisali are now on an intensive training pro- 
gramme for their upcoming championship against 
Arab top teams: They are Morocco’s Olympic 
Khrebkeh, Arab Clubs Champions Egypt’s Al AhlL 
Morocco’s Al Raja And Al Faisali. 

Al Faisali’s team consists of: Anis Shafeeq, Waleed 
Abu Hmeid, Freidon Saeed, Raed Jbour, Mohannad 
Mabadeen, Ahmad Khalil, Firas Khalaileh, Ali Zoubi, 
Ihab Nasser, Rami Abu Fanar, Osama Talal, Rateb 
Awadat, Ziad Abu Shanab, Jamal Abu Abed, Subhi 
Suleiman, Hassouneh Sheikh, Haitham Shboul. Hatem 
Aqel , Jiiyes Tadrus, Mahmoud Mattar, Jaafar Hamad 
and Mohammad Mansour. 

The match was held under the patronage of Minister 
of Youth Mohammad Daoudieb and was attended by 
Romanian embassy officials. 




Dumars 
to replace 
Mourning 
in All-Star 
game 

NEW YORK (R) — Miami 
Heat centre Alonzo 
Mourning will miss 
Sunday’s All-Star game 
with a right heel injury and 
Detroit Pistons guard Joe 
Dumars was named as his 
replacement by NBA com- 
missioner David Stem on 
Thursday night. 

Mourning injured the 
heel in Wednesday night’s 
118-117 victory at Boston. 

The 33 -year-old Dumars 
is a 1 2-year veteran and the 
last link in Detroit to the 
teams that won back-to- 
back championships in 
1989-90. He will be mak- 
ing his sixth All-Star 
appearance. 

The list of players 
knocked out of the All-Star 
game by injury is becom- 
ing a long one. 

New York Knicks centre 
Patrick Ewing, voted an 
Eastern Conference starter, 
will miss the All-Star game 
with a groin injury, while 
the Western Conference 
will be without guard 
Clyde Drexler and forward 
Charles Barkley of the 
Houston Rockets and cen- 
tre Shaquille O’Neal of the 
Los Angeles Lakers. 

Drexler aggravated a 
hamstring injury Tuesday 
while Barkley remains 
sidelined with an ankle 
sprain. O’Neal has a 
sprained knee ligament. 
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Daoudieh meets Karak Govemorate 
sports officials, inspects facilities 
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AMMAN (Petra) — 
Minister of Youth 
Moha mma d Daoudieh 
Thursday met with heads of 
sports and youth federations 
and dubs" in the Karak 
Governorate and exchanged 
views on means of advanc- 
ing sports in this Southern 
govemorate of Jordan. 

Mr. Daoudieh disclosed 
his ministry's plans to 
establish a federation for all 
sports and youth clubs and 
to form committees in vari- 
ous govemorates. 

He said the ministry is 
tightening its grip on clubs, 
noting that it has recently 
closed down two in Karak 
govemorate because they 
are no longer functional. 

Mr Daoudieh said the 
Ministry has completed a 
huge sports complex in the 
governorare, noting that it 
will be open to sports activ- 
ities this year. 

He added that an indoor 


sports stadium is being con- 
structed nearby at a total 
cost of JD 500,000 , voicing 
hope that it will be complet- 
ed next year. 

He said the ministry’s 
future plans include the 
construction of an indoor 
stadium in Ghor Safi in the 
southern Jordan valley area 
to benefit the southern gov- 
emorates of Karak and 
Tafileh in particular. 

Mr. Daoudieh noted that 
his ministry has already 
approached the Jordan 

Valley Authority, requesting 
it to allocate a plot of land 
for this purpose. 

In a statement to Jordan 
News Agency, Petra follow- 
ing the meeting, the minis- 
ter said the meeting provid- 
ed a good opportunity for 
assessing the situation of 
youth and sports in Karak 
Govemorate, and to acquire 
first hand information on 
the problems and obstacles 


facing the advancement of 
that sector. 

Mr. Daoudieh said the 
lack of trainers, infrastruc- 
ture, referees, and indoor 
stadiums, in addition to 
appropriate and well-main- 
tained stadiums, and the 
necessary financial support 
for clubs were cited by 
heads of sports and youth 
clubs as major problems 
facing the advancement of 
sports in Karak 

Govemorate. 

During his tour, Mr. 
Daoudieh opened Sarfa 
Young Women's Centre in 
Qasr district, and visited the 
Prince Faisal Sports 
Complex, which is built on 
a 31 dunum plot of land. He 
also inspected progress of 
work on the nearby indoor 
sports hall. The minister 
also visited the Hussein 
Youth Camp in Musheirfeh, 
which was built on a 72 
dunum plot of land. 


Hill leads Pistons past hurting 
Rockets; Knicks beat Spurs 


AUBURN HILLS, 

Michigan (R) — The hurt- 
ing Houston Rockets head 
into the All-Star break 
grateful for a chance to lick 
their wounds, while the 
Detroit Pistons head in cel- 
ebrating their return to elite 
status in the NBA. 

Hie Pistons posted a 96- r 
87 victory over the Rockets 
Thursday as Grant Hill 
scored 16 points and dished 
out eight assists and Terry 
Mills added 16 points and 
nine rebounds. 

The win gave the Pistons 
a 34-12 record at the break, 
third best in the league 
behind only the mighty 
Chicago Bulls and the 
Miami Heat. 

Otis Thorpe chipped in 14 
points and 12 boards for 
Detroit, which has won six 
of its last seven games. 

“That was a great win for 
us and a great way for us to 
go into the All-Star break,” 
said Detroit coach Doug 
Collins. “We took advan- 
tage of an undermanned 
team and a tired team. But 
those are the games you 
have to do that” 

Hakeem Olajuwon scored 
18 points and Kevin Willis 
had 1 7 for Houston, which 
has dropped a season-high 
six in a row. The team was 
without starters Charles 
Barkley and Clyde Drexler, 
who both had to bow out of 
the All-Star game due to 
injury. 

“We’re a hurt team right 


now,” said Houston coach 
Rudy Tomjanovich. ‘'When 
we get everyone back, 
we'll have a good shot at 
the title.” 

Houston, 32-16, has fall- 
en 1 1/2 games behind Utah 
in the Midwest Division. 

In Miami, Voshon Lenard 
recorded a career high for 
the second straight game 
with 38 points and thereat 
topped the Milwaukee 
bucks 102-90 for their sixth 
consecutive win. 

Tim Hardaway had 22 
points and nine assists for 
the heat (36-12), who were 
without starting centre 
Alonzo Mourning because 
of a braised heel. Mourning 
also will miss Sunday’s All- 
Star game. Isaac Austin, 
starting in place of mourn- 
ing, had 14 points and 12 
rebounds. 

Johnny Newman, starting 
in place of the ailing Glenn 
Robinson, scored 26 points 
to lead the Bucks, who 
have lost five straight. Vin 
Baker added 23 points and 
14 rebounds. Robinson was 
sidelined with a case of the 
flu. 

Miami leads the Atlantic 
Division, two games ahead 
of the Knicks. 

In New York, Allan 
Houston scored 22 points 
as the Knicks coasted to a 
96-84 victory over the San 
Antonio Spurs. 

Larry Johnson scored 20 
points for the Knicks, who 
improved to 3-1 without 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Situated in the heart of the diplomatic district 
between the 3rd & 4th Circle. Apartments are fully 
and luxuriously furnished. Each has separate 
telephone line & central heating. Sizes are 3 
bedrooms, 2 bed rooms & a studio. 

For more information please call: 642643 


injured centre Patrick 
Ewing, who will miss the 
All-Star game with a 
strained groin. 

Buck Williams filled in 
admirably for Ewing, grab- 
bing 19 rebounds, includ- 
ing 10 offensive. San 
Antonio played without 
long-injured centre David 
Robinson and guard Sean 
Elliott, who has tendinitis 
in his right quadricep. 

In Charlotte, Anthony 
Mason scored 22 points, 
making all- eight of his 
field-goal attempts, and 
Glen Rice added 17 points 
as the hornets moved 10 
games over the .500 mark 
for the first time this season 
with a 115-100 victory over 
die Sacramento Kings. 

Mitch Richmond scored 
37 points for the Kings, 
who lost the last two games 
of their four-game road trip. 

In Orlando, Rony Seikaly 
had 32 points and Penny 
Hardaway 25 as the Magic 
won their fifth straight, 
119-11 over the Boston 
Celtics. 

In New Jersey. Reggie 
Miller scored 26 points and 
Antonio Davis 18 as the 
Indiana Pacers beat the 
Nets 104-100. Indiana has 
won four of its last five 
games. 

Jayson Williams, who has 
postponed season-ending 
thumb surgery, came off the 
bench to record 21 points 
and 20 rebounds for new 
jersey, which has lost six of 
eight. Shawn Bradley col- 



Minnesota Timberwolves Chris Carr fouls Vancouver 
Grizzlies guard Anthony Peeler as he tries unsuccess- 
fully to steal the ball during the first half of their NBA 
match (Renters photo) 


lected 14 points and 14 
boards and tied a season 
high with 1 1 blocked shots. 

fn Minnesota, Kevin 
Garnett scored 18 points, 
dean Garrett had 17 points 


and 13 rebounds and Tom 
Gugliotta also had 17 
points as the Timberwolves 
cruised to their fourth win 
in five games, 103-86 over 
the Vancouver 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 
iN UM UTHAYNAH 

3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms.onc master bedroom 
Sitting room, living room, diningroom L-Shape. 
Fully equipped Kitchen, Telephone is available, 
Separate Central Heating, Souls For Diplomatic Fa me lies 

Contact Tel. : 5530444 


Thursday. August 3, 1995 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TAHMftM HtRSCH 


THIS IS MODERN BRIDGE? 
Bath vulnerable. East 


NORTH 
4> A 10 9 8 5 
U K 1083 

o Q 

+ J94 


WEST 

*QJG 

UA6 

OKJ432 
*532 


EAST 
*782 
<7J4 
01075 
* A K 10 8 7 


SOUTH 
*K4 
OQ9752 
O A 986 
*Q6 

The bidding: 

east south west north 

1* P asa INT Pm* 

PM4 SO Pke 40 

Pbs9 Pus Pass 

j lead; Two of * 

Sridge baa became inundated 
with artificial bidding methods, 
many of them designed more to 
obstruct the opposition than to 
achieve any constructive objective. 
Among them is (be Forcing Pass, 
where _V0U must pass when holding 
an o penin g bid in a sta n d ar d sys- 
tem. and open one dub with bands 
of 8-10 polnLs. Once in a while, 
♦twwigh these methods rebound on 


their users, much to the amuse- 
ment of the rest of the bridge world. 
This deal is from an international 
team event. 

In one room, the natural bidders 
had no trouble with this hand — no 
player had a dear opening hid. and 
the deal was passed ouL In the oth- 
er room the adding went aa shown, 
and it requires some explanation. 

East's one dob opening showed a 
hand of 8-10 points and any distrib- 
ution. West's one-no-trump 
response announced balanced dis- 
tribution with insufficient strength 
for game. That was passed round to 
Sooth, who dearly had enough to 
balance. North, with a hand that 
was bound to mesh well with part- 
ner, bounced right into game. 

East won the opening lead with 
the king of dubs, cashed the ace, 
Uien shifted to a diamond, taken by 
declarer's acc. Since the ace of 
trumps would complete the defend- 
ers' book, the success of the contract 
hinged on finding the jack of hearts. 
It would be fitting to report that 
declarer had no problem but, after 
playing around for a while, declarer 
elected to play West for a square 
TmnH and finessed the ten of hearts. 
Dawn one, for a three IMP loss 
instead of a 12 IMP gain had the 
contract been made. 


600 years ago, 

residents of Mecca and Medineh 
would wait 6 months tor 
the caravans carrying goods 
from Jordan & other northern lands. 


You are fortunate to have access to 
these goods all year long. 


Eid Mubarak. 


o 
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Jordan Design 
ir Trade Center 


* Noor Al Hussein Foundation 

Tel. 699141/2 Opening hours 8:00 AM - 7:00 PM 
|Off Wadi 5aqra Street, between King Abdullah Gardens & Safeway. 2nd right afier g.is station j 







i2 News 


Lima 
inches 
towards 
restarting 
crisis talks 


LIMA (R) — Peru’s gov- 
ernment and Marxist rebels 
holding 72 captives at the 
Japanese ambassador's 
home edged closer to 
restarting face-to-face talks 
to end the Lima hostage cri- 
sis as the standoff on Friday 
entered its 52nd day. 

Roman Catholic Bishop 
Juan Luis Cipriani told 
reporters efforts to jump- 
start talks between rebels 
and the government had 
"advanced positively" after 
he and two other mediators 
met on Thursday with rebel 
leader Nestor Cerpa 
Cartolini. 

The panel of “guarantors” 
also met with government 
negotiator Domingo 

Palermo later on Thursday 
to try to forge an agenda for 
renewed face-to-face nego- 
tiations. The government 
and the Tupac Amaru 
Revolutionary Movement 
(MRTA) have not met since 
Dec. 28. 

All parties remained 
silent on die details of 
Thursday's discussions and 
no new talks were 
announced 

In Tokyo, the Japanese 
government on Friday 
reacted cautiously to the 
prospects for renewed talks. 

“We should refrain from 
speculating about what 
progress would be made 
from now on, but we hope 
direct talks will start at the 
earliest possible time” 
Foreign Minister Yukihiko 
Ikeda told Japan's parlia- 
ment. 

President Alberto 

Fujimori met privately late 
on 1 Thursday at government 
palace with relatives 1 of the 
72 hostages, only the sec- 
ond time he has done so 
since the crisis erupted on 
Dec. 17. 

On that date, about 15 
heavily-armed MRTA 
fighters burst in on a party 
and seized the ambas- 
sador's mansion and hun- 
dreds of VIP guests, includ- 
ing diplomats, government 
officials and Japanese and 
Peruvian businessmen. 

The rebels’ main demand 
is the release of more than 
400 comrades held in 
Peruvian jails, something 
Mr. Fujimori has flatly 
rejected. 

Mr. Cipriani, Red Cross 
representative Michel 
Minnie: and Canadian 

Ambassador Anthony 
Vincent met with Mr. Cerpa 
for 2-1/2 hours at the resi- 
dence. The fourth mediator, 
Japan's crisis point-man 
Terusuke Tarada. was not 
present. 

The bishop said hostages 
were holding up well but 
were “evidently tired” due 
lo their prolonged captivity. 
Mediators then spoke with 
Mr. Palermo but did not 
issue a statement afterward. 

Hostages, rebels and 
police around the residence 
spent a second consecutive 
uneventful night, without 
visible activity inside the 
residence or police move- 
ments outside. 

Mr. Fujimori, who was 
slated to leave on Friday for 
Europe and the United 
States, has pledged to 
resume direct talks with the 
MRTA. 

Although he has flatly 
rejected the main rebel 
demand, Mr. Fujimori has 
raised the possibility of eas- 
ing harsh prison conditions 
and allowing the rebels to 
seek asylum abroad. 

On Thursday. Nicaragua 
became the latest of several 
countries to deny it had 
agreed to extend asylum to 
the MRTA hostage-takers. 

In seven weeks, the 
MRTA has set free most of 
the VIP hostages. But it has 
retained its most prized, 
including two government 
ministers. Japan’s and 
Bolivia's ambassadors and 
Japanese diplomats and 
businessmen and Mr. 
Fujimori's brother Pedro, 



CHINESE CUSTOM: Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohammad (centre) offers "Ang Pau," a red 
packet containing cash, to the lion at a celebration of the Chinese Lunar New Year in Kuala Lumpur on 
Friday. The colour red and the lion are the symbol of prosperity and good fortune. Some 30 per cent of 
Malaysia's 20-million population celebrated the Chinese New Year on Friday (AFP photo) 


Bouez says dispute settled 
over U.S. envoy’s comment 


BEIRUT (AFP) — 
Lebanese Foreign Minister 
Fares Bouez said Friday a 
row had been resolved over 
the U.S. ambassador’s 
remarks against rejoicing in 
Lebanon at the deaths of 73 
Israeli soldiers in a heli- 
copter crash. 

Ambassador Richard 
Jones, reacting to celebra- 
tions after Tuesday night’s 
collision, said Wednesday 
that “nobody should rejoice 
from the loss of human life 
whatever the cause. 

“Certainly those soldiers 
were doing their duty for 
their country. They are not 
the ones responsible for the 
policies. They are victims as 
much as anyone else,” he 
said. 

Mr. Jones' comments 
caused outrage because the 
helicopters were taking mil- 
itary reinforcements to 
Israel’s self-declared “secu- 
rity zone” in South Lebanon 
which the Jewish state has 
occupied since 1985 in defi- 
ance of U.N. resolutions. 

Mr. Bouez. who decided 
late Thursday to lodge a 
protest, met Mr. Jones for 75 
minutes at the ministry 
Friday and said afterwards 
the matter was now 
“closed." 

“I have listened to his 
explanations and what he 
intended to say in the state- 
ments he made after the col- 
lision of the two Israeli heli- 


copters," Mr. Bouez told 
AFP. but refused to com- 
ment further. 

The ambassador told 
reporters after a long-sched- 
uled meeting with Lebanese 
Prime Minister Rafik Hariri 
earlier that his remarks had 
been misunderstood. 

“I am sorry people misun- 
derstood the remarks that I 
have made. My remarks 
were strictly of a humanitar- 
ian nature.’ These kinds of 
remarks, we make them 
whenever we see losses of 
life he said. 

He said the United States 
calls for the “withdrawal of 
all foreign forces from 
Lebanon. We always tty to 
be on the side of peace ... to 
make sure the violence in 
South Lebanon between the 
resistance and Israeli forces 
is not causing any more 
damage to the Lebanese 
people. 

“I certainly feel that the 
story is settled," he added. 

Lebanese Shiite Muslims 
in areas controlled by the 
Iranian-backed HizboUah 
had fired shots into the air to 
celebrate the deaths of the 
Israeli soldiers. 

News of the accident was 
announced by muezzins 
from mosques across vil- 
lages near the Israeli-occu- 
pied “security zone." 

Deputy Ali Khalil, head of 
the parliament's foreign 
relations committee. 


expressed “the dismay of 
the committee over his 
(Jones') remarks concerning 
the Israeli helicopters and 
the death of the soldiers.” 

Mr. Khalil said the heli- 
copters were “on their way 
to mount a military opera- 
tion against Lebanon aimed 
at killing civilians and occu- 
pying their territory. They 
were preparing a commando 
operation to kidnap, kill or 
destroy.’’ 

HizboUah, considering the 
accident a “divine” interven- 
tion, demanded that Beirut 
expel Mr. Jones for “hurting 
the feelings of the Lebanese 
who can still remember the 
massacre of Cana.” 

Some 105 Lebanese 
refugees were killed in an 
Israeli shelling of a U.N. 
base in the village of Cana 
in South Lebanon on April 
IS last year, mid-way 
through a 17-day Israeli 
offensive against HizboUah. 

HizboUah spearheads 
resistance to Israel's buffer 
strip in the south which was 
set up to protect Israel’s 
northern border from attack. 

Sheikh Naim Kassem, 
HizboUah 's deputy secre- 
tary-general, said, “while 
listening to this declaration, 
I felt as if it was the IsraeU 
ambassador in Lebanon who 
was speaking and not the 
ambassador of another 
country." 


NATO gloomy over Turkish 
threat to stall its expansion 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — 
A warning by Turkey 
that it will hold North 
Atlantic Treaty 

Organisation (NATO) 
enlargement to ransom 
for its own membership 
of an expanded 
European LTnion (EU) 
has sparked gloom at 
alliance headquarters, 
diplomats say. 

“If we take the threat 
too seriously we risk 
making the problem 
worse," but at tne same 
time, we can't ignore 
it,” one diplomat said 
Friday, reflecting a 
widely-held view. 

Other officials, whose 
daily business on less 
high-profile issues is 
bedevilled by tension 
between Turkey and its 
archrival Greece, say 
Ankara's “capacity for 
trouble” should not be 
underestimated. 

Turkish President 
Suleyman Demirel said 
Thursday Ankara would 
veto NATO plans to 
admit some East 
European nations — 
probably Poland, 

Hungary and the Czech 
Republic — at a Madrid 
summit in July unless 
the EU delivers on 
promises of closer ties. 

Officially, both NATO 


Secretary-General 
Javier Solana and 
Washington say they do 
not believe Turkey ’will 
make good on the threat. 
“I don’t believe Turkey 
will veto anything. The 
decision for NATO 
enlargement has been 
takenby all 16 members 
of the alliance.” Mr. 
Solana said during an 
official visit to Turkey 
on Thursday. 

The U.S. State 
Department echoed the 
sentiment, pointing out 
that member nations had 
taken a “firm, irrevoca- 
ble decision" to expand 
eastwards. 


According to one 
diplomat, America was 
relying on the fact that 
"previous Turkish 
threats” had gone 
nowhere. “But today 
there is a new govern- 
ment in Turkey, a differ- 
ent internal political sit- 
uation and Washington 
would be well advised 
to take the matter more 
seriously.” he said. 


Turkey signed a cus- 
toms union atcord with 
the EU in 1995 for 
boosted trade ties, but 
has failed to receive 
related EU financial aid 


due to vetoes by Greece, 
a full union member. 

At an Amsterdam 
summit in June, the EU 
will discuss the poten- 
tial membership of 1 1 
Central and Eastern 
European countries, 
many of them former 
communist states. 
Turkey wants to be 
included in the list as 
the 12th candidate. 

According to 

observers, the United 
States had been putting 
more and more pressure 
on the EU to accept 
future Turkish member- 
ship. 

In general, NATO 
diplomats think 

Turkey’s ability to cause 
trouble will come into 
play during the negotiat- 
ing process with those 
countries selected in 
July. NATO wants the 
talks to last just two 
years, with formal mem- 
bership ‘ planned for 
1999 on the 50th 
anniversary of the 
founding of the alliance. 
But before then, the par- 
liaments of the 16 mem- 
ber nations will have to 
ratify the move — a 
process which, accord- 
ing to one diplomat, in 
Turkey could take “a 
long time.” 


Mediator 
calls for 


flexibility 
on both 
sides in 


Cyprus 


ISTANBUL (AFP) — The 
U.N. special envoy on Cyprus 
said Friday that both the Greek 
Cypriots and the Turkish 
Cypriots were reluctant to 
make concessions toward a 
settlement on the divided 
island. 

“Each side. says- ‘I am not 
going to iriake' day ctraces- 
sions’ and is standing there,” 
Han Sung-Joo told reporters 
here after a meeting with 
Turkish Foreign Ministry offi- 
cials. 

‘The remaining distance is 
still substantial and we would 
like to see some narrowing of 
the gap” Mr. Han said. 

“There has to be a recogni- 
tion that one side cannot have 
100 per cent of what it wants,” 
he added. 

Mr. Han arrived here 
Thursday to meet with Thridsh 
officials after holding several 
rounds of talks with Cypriot 
President Glafcos Clerides, 
leader of the Greek Cypriots, 
and Turidsh-Cypriot leader 
Rauf Dcnktash on the island. 

The UN. envoy predicted 
no meeting between the two 
Cypriot leaders in the near 
future, as their positions “are 
not sufficient to make me fed 
that once talks start, they win 
end up with a successful 
result.” 

Tensions flared in Cyprus in 
early January when the Cyprus 
government announced a deal 
to buy long-range surface-to- 
air missiles from Russia, 
angering the Turks. 

Ankara said the move threat- 
ens the Turkish Cypriots and 
aviation over southern Turkey 
and vowed to take political and 
military measures against the 
deployment of the S-300 mis- 
siles. 

In the latest incident on the 
island, the Turkish Cypriots on 
Thursday repotted ah 
exchange of fire between the 
two sides on die “green line” 
separating the island into two 
sectors. 

Cyprus has been divided 
since 1974 when Turkish 
troops occupied its northern 
third following a right-wing 
coup in Nicosia aimed at unifi- 
cation with Greece. 

U-N.-sponsored reunifica- 
tion efforts have failed so fan 
with tire last round of inter- 
communal talks being cut in 
1994. 

The Turkish Cypriots set up 
their own state in 1983 but this 
breakaway republic is recog- 
nised only by Turkey which 
still has some 30.000 troops on 
the island. 

Mr Han said Greeks and 
Turks on the island must show 
willingness to compromise 
before direct talks can begin. 

*Tve seen the start of some 
convergence but not sufficient 
to raise hopes for direct talks 
to be fruitful,” Mr Han said. 
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Crown Prince visits 
France, Switzerland 
for talks this week 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan left Thursday 
for Britain en route to France 
where be will Tuesday begin 
a three-day official visit for 
talks with French officials on 
bilateral relations, the 
Middle East peace process 
and other regional and inter- 
national issues of mutual 
concern. 

During his first official visit 
to France since 1988, the 
Crown Prince will meet with 
French President Jacques 
Chirac, Prime Minister Alain 
Juppe and President of the 
French National Assembly 
Phillipe Segidn as well as 
other French offirials. 

Prince Hassan, whose visit 
to France comes at the invita- 
tion of Mr. Juppe, will further 
emphasise Jordan's dynamic 
commitment to the peace 
process and the achievement 
of comprehensive peace in 
the Middle East He will reit- 
erate Jordan’s position that 
all agreements between 
Israel and Arab parties to the 
peace process have to be 
implemented in letter and 
sprit 

The Crown Prince will also 
stress the need for restarting 
die peace talks on die Syrian 
and Lebanese tracks on he 
basis of U.N. Security 
Council resolutions and the 
land-for-peuce formula. 

Prince Hassan will reiterate 
the Kingdom’s position wel- 
coming a more active 
European role in the region 
and the peace process and 
will express appreciation for 
France's support for die 
achievement of stability and 
progress in die Middle East. 

The Crown Prince will 
underline the special status of 
Jerusalem which Jordan 
believes should be placed 
above die political and 
nationalistic aspirations of 
any pa^.m^prder to. ensure 
that followers of the /three 
Abrahamic faiths . have free 
access to the Holy City. 

Prince Hassan will also 
reiterate Jordan’s support for 
the inalienable rights of the 
Palestinian people. 

. On other regional issues. 
Prince Hassan, who will 
leave fiance for Switzerland 
on Thursday, will underline 
the need for rehabilitating the 
region on bases inclusive of 
all countries and exclusive of 
none. 

In continuation of the 
efforts of the Jordanian lead- 
ership to consolidate ties 
between Europe and the 
Middle East, Prince Hassan 
will also discuss with French 
officials talks between 


Jordan and Europe on associ- 
ation agreement which are 
entering a decisive stage and 
which Prince Hassan has 
been closely following up on. 

In Switzerland. Prince 
Hassan will meet with Swiss 
Vice-ChanceUor and Foreign 
Minister Flavio Cuti and 
Minister of Economics Jean 
Pascal Delamuraz. 

Prince Hassan will also 
meet with the former presi- 
dent of General Agreement 
on Tariff and Trade (GATT) 
Arthur Duncall, leading 
Swiss businessmen. 

Before his departure from 
Amman on Thursday, Prince 
Hassan received the special 
envoy of British Foreign 
Secretary Malcolm Rifkind. 
Edward Chaplin, and dis- 
cussed with him the proposal 
for the establishment of an 
Organisation for Cooperation 
in the Middle East (OCME). 

The Crown Prince stressed 
that the proposed organisa- 
tion would not compete with 
or replace any of the existing 
organisations in the region. 
He said he sees the proposed 
OCME as a conceptual 
framework for discussing 
regional issues of mutual 
concern such as water, the 
environment and energy. 

Prince Hassan pointed to 
the interdependence of coun- 
tries in the area and stressed 
the need for expanding the 
definition of the East 

Mediterranean to include die 
Gulf region. 

Prince Hassan underlined 
the importance of positive 
engagement with the 

European Union, expressing 
concern about continuing to 
address regional issues with- 
in bilateral frameworks. 

The Crown Prince also 
emphasised that the proposed 
OCME will complement the 
peace process and work in 
parallel with the venues it has 
established for tackling 
issues of concern to the coun- 
tries of the region. 

Mr. Chaplin briefed Prince 
Hassan on talks he held on 
the proposed OCME in other 
countries of the region and 
expressed appreciation for 
Jordan’s role in the peace 
process under the leadership 
of His Majesty King Hussein 
and “the advanced thinking’’ 
of Prince Hassan on inter- 
and intra-regional coopera- 
tion. 

The meeting was attended 
by His Royal Highness 
Prince Tala], the director of 
the National Security 
Council, and the British 
ambassador to Amman. 


Five charged in German 
disco bombing; Libyan 
secret service implicated 


BERLIN (AFP) — A 
German prosecutor Friday 
accused the Libyan secret 
services of ordering an anti- 
American bomb attack in a 
Berlin discotheque in which 
three people died and more 
than 200 were hurt in 1986. 

Five people have been 
charged in connection with 
the attack on the La Belle 
discotheque on April 5 
1986 — three Germans, a 
Palestinian and a Libyan. 

Addressing a news con- 
ference, senior prosecutor 
Dieter Neumann said: “The 
prosecutor’s office and 
Berlin police have estab- 
lished that the attack ... took 
place upon the direct 
instructions of the Libyan 
intelligence service in 
TripoU.” 

The discotheque in West 
Berlin was frequented by 
U.S. servicemen. 

Two Americans and a 
Turkish woman died and 
some 230 other people were 
hurt in the attack. The 
United States said at the 
time Libya was responsible 
for the blast retaliating by 
bombing the country short- 
ly afterwards. 

Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi’s adopted daughter 
was killed in the aerial 
bombing of his quarters. 

Mr. Ne umann said that 
the Libyan secret services 
gave direct orders to the 
Libyan embassy in East 
Berlin to “organise an 


attack against American 
interests in Berlin as soon 
as possible,” at a time when 
relations between Tripoli 
and Washington were at cri- 
sis-point. 

Another German prosecu- 
tor, Detlev Mehlis, told the 
news conference that inves- 
tigators had proof of con- 
versations to this effect 
between Tripoli and the 
Libyan embassy in East 
Berlin. 

Indicted for murder, 
attempted murder and caus- 
ing explosions are 
Palestinian Yasser Shraidi. 

38, the Paiestinian-origin 
German Ali Chanaa, 37. 
and his 38-year-old ex-wife 
Verena Chanaa, 38. 

Libyan Musbah Eter, 39 
and German Andrea 
Heussler, jl. arc charged 
with complicity. 

The senior prosecutor 
said that members of the 
Libyan embassy in Berlin 
mcMng Musbah Eter and 
Yussef Shraidi, chose the 
target and organised the 
attack, notably supplying 
the explosive used. 

b° mb w as planted in 
the discotheque by Verem, 
Chanaa who lived in We,( 
Berlrn and by her sister 

Andrea Heussler. he said. 

exception of 
Musbah Eter, whose con- 
fessions helped uncover the 
plot the accused are bei no 

held in custody. * 



Was Ferge paid to 
sign her name 


Miss Universe 
awes schoolboys 


Clown held 
on border 


VIENNA (API — The “ 
Duchess of York, who has 
turned her fame into cash 
to pay off her debts, was 
in Vienna on Thursday to 
earn some more money. 

The question is whether 
she was being paid to 
dance, or to sign her 
name. Sarah Ferguson, 
divorced from Britain's 
Prince Andrew, was invit- 
ed to attend the Opera 
Ball, one nf the social 
events of the year, as the 
guest of building magnate 
Richard Lugner. She wore 
a shinimery black halter- 
neck evening gown with 
long black gloves. Besides T 
making money. Lugner 
has made a name for him- 
self by reportedly paying 
famous women — such as 
Sophia Loren and Bo 
Derek - to accompany him 
and his wife to the ball at 
Vienna's glittering Opera 
House. Lugner told the 
Standard newspaper this 
week that he ‘’didn't pay 
one penny.*' for the 
duchess lo be his guest. 

But he said he did pay her 
to spend an hour waving 
to customers and signing 
copies of her autobiogra- 
phy at his shopping mall, 
Lugner City. Publishing 
sources said it was rare, if 
not unheard of. for authors 
to be paid to attend their 
own book signings. 
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SHREVEPORT, Louisia- 
na (AP) — Who cares if 
she’s gained weight, she's 
still Miss Universe. So say 
a handful oF lucky boys 
who got weak in the knees 
when 20-vear-old Alicia 
Machado of Venezuela 
visited Crcswell elemen- 
tary school. “I was like, 
‘wow. ... Miss Universe,”* 
said 1 0-year-old Jonathan 
Molandes. one of a hand- 
ful of pupils to get a kiss 
on the cheek. “She was 
beautiful." Byron 

Townsend. 10. added: “I 
fell like I would faint. 
After I talked with her, I 
lost my voice.” Miss 
Machado cancelled an 
earlier trip to the school to 
try to shed a few pounds, 
but she showed up still 
looking chunkier than 
when she won the crown 
in May. '“They don't care 
(about) ray weight*** she 4 
said after visiting the 
pupils. Miss Machado, in 
Shrevepon for Wednesday 
night's Miss USA 
pageant, has becD trying 
to trim down to the 51.3 
kilogrammes she weighed 
when she was crowned. 
The 1.7 1 metre beauty 
won't say how much she 
weighs now. 
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SAN ANiONIO (AP) — 
Give me your tired, your 
poor, your huddled masses 
... But Honduran clowns 
may want to stay home. 
Border patrol helicopter 
pilot Mike Johnson was 
flying along the Rio 
Grande on Tuesday when 
he spotted u man sitting on Jk 
the U.S. side of an irriga- 
tion canal wearing bright 
red pants and a multi* 
coloured shirr. “*1 noticed 
he had white makeup on 
his face, a blue. nose and a 
rainbow colored wig, and 
1 said to myself, T'vc 
never seen this before.'" 
Johnson said. He expected 
the clown would try to 
flee towards Mexico, a 
couple of hundred vards 
(meters.) away, but he" did- 
? V ‘He stood up.” 
Johnson said. “’Re was 
waving and basically 
clowning around." Agents 
on the ground approached 
the man. who said he was 
a prolessionai clown from 
Honduras. He said he pul 
on the clown garb to get 
the attention of ihe pilot 
because he was tired and 
wanted to return to his 
family in Honduras. The 
clown, whose name was 
not released, was detained 
pending deportation pro- 
ceedings. 
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